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DOCUMENTS 


On  the  morning  of  January  2nd,  1757,  the  English,  under  Watson  and 
Clive,  regained  possession  of  Fort  William,  and,  on  the  morning  following, 
Admiral  Watson  came  ashore,  and,  having  received  the  keys  from  ("live, 
made  over  the  place  formally  to  Koger  Drake  and  the  Council  of  Fort 
William.1  The  reader  will  neither  need  to  be  reminded  of  Drake's  sorry 
conduct  during  the  seige,  nor  will  he  be  surprised  to  find  that  iu  the  Court 
of  Directors'/^* eneral  Letter  of  November  11th,  1757,  Drake's  name  finds  no 
place  in  the  list  of  the  new  Council.  In  this  letter,  it  is  ordered  that  the 
first  four  members  of  Council,  to  wit  William  Watts,  Charles  Manningham, 
Kichard  Becher,  and  John  Zephuniah  Holwell  are  to  be  "  President  and 
Governor  by  turns  for  four  months  each."2  On  27th  January  1758,  the 
Court  resolved  :  "  that  Roger  Drake,  Esq.,  late  President  of  Bengal,  be 
continued  in  the  Company's  Service,  and  remain  as  and  at  the  head  of  the 
Senior  Merchants  and  with  their  appointments,  without  interfering  in  the 
Company's  affairs. '  s  In  their  letter  of  March  3rd,  1758,  the  Court  directs 
that  Col.  ('live,  whose  name  had  been  omitted  in  the  letter  of  November 
11th,  1757,  is  to  be  Commander-in-Chief  of  all  the  Company's  Forces  and 
"next  in  Council  to  the  President  for  the  time  being  and  Chief  Member  of 
the  Select  Committee."4 

In  the  General  letter  of  March  8th,  the  Court  announces  the  appoint- 
ment of  Colonel  Robert  Clive  to  be  Sole  President  and  Governor  of  Fort 
William  "in  consideration  of  his  eminent  and  repeated  services  to  the  Com- 
pany, and  in  particular  for  the  share  he  had  in  bringing  about  the  late 
glorious  and  advantageous  revolution  in  Bengal,  and  to  be  the  chief  and 
constant  presiding  member  of  the  Select  Committee  appointed  by  the  Court's 
letter  of  11th  November."5  In  case  of  Clive  being  anxious  to  return  home, 
it  was  directed  that  the  four  gentlemen  heretofore  named  should  in  rotation 
serve  as  President  and  Governor.  The  Council  in  Bengal  which  had  receiv- 
ed the  Courts'  letter  of  November  Uth,  in  June  1758,  had  protested  against 
the  plan  of  having  rotating  Governors6  and  elected  Clive  to  be  President  and 
Governor  of  Fort  William. 

The    volume  $.   here  reprinted   contains   the  Proceedings  of  the  Select 
Committee  first  under  Drake  and  o^lifeit  under  Clive.     These  proceedings   it  /j£t** 
need  perhaps  scarcely  be  said  must  not  be  confused  with  "  the  consultations" 
of  Council. 

There  is  no  copy  of  the  Consultations  for  this  year  preserved  in  Bengal, 
and  Press  List  of  the  Imperial  Record  Department  for  the  year  1758  is 
almost   entirely  concerned    with    General    Letters  received  from  the    Court. 

*  Hill  :  Bengal  in  1756-7.     Vol.  Ij  p.  cxxxiv. 
4  I.  K.  D. 
»  Hill :  Op.  Git.     Vol.  I,  p.  c. 

*  I.  K.  D.  No.  1003,  p.  129. 
s  I.  K.  D.  No.  1004,  p.  144. 
8  Long  :  Selections.     No.  353. 
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The  volume  before   us   is    preserved   in   the   Bengal   Secretariat   Historical 
Record  Room.     It  ends  abruptly  and  it  contains  several  blank  pages. 

The  Select  Committee  was  a  body  established  by  orders  of  the  Court,  in 
a  General  Letter,  dated  February  11,  1756,  "for  the  transaction  of  affairs 
with  the  Country  Government  and  neighbouring  powers,  also  with  the 
French,  Dutch  and  other  Europeans  and  for  other  duties  connected  with  the 
rights  of  the  Company."1  It  apparently  was  designed  to  consist  of  the 
Governor,  the  Commander-in-Chief  and  three  senior  servants  ot  the  Company. 
There  is  perhaps  some  significance  in  the  fact  that  even  before  the  Battle  of 
Plassey  the  Company  had  found  itself  compelled  to  create  a  sort  of  Foreign 
Department  at  its  capital. 

The  manifest  timidity  of  tone  of  the  early  minutes  preserved  in  this 
volume  recallfScrafton's  description  of  what  he  believed  to  be  the  conditions 
of  thought  during  the  year  after  Plassey.  He  writes  :  "  the  general  idea  at 
this  time  entertained  by  the  servants  of  the  Company  was  that  the  battle  of 
Plassey  did  only  restore  us  to  the  same  situation  we  were  in  before  the  capture 
of  Calcutta  ;  the  Subah  was  conceived  to  be  as  independent  as  ever,  and 
the  English  returned  into  their  commercial  characters  with  no  other  altern- 
ation in  their  situation  than  a  full  indemnification  for  their  losses  and  a  small 
acquisition  of  territory,  which  it  waa  thought  might  defray  the  military 
expences  of  their  garrisons  grown  too  burdensome  to  be  supported  by  their 
trade  alone  ;  if  the  forces  were  to  take  the  field  in  support  of  the  Subah,  it 
was  to  be  at  his  expence.2 

After  Clive  and  Watts,  Richard  Becher  is  probably  the  most  interesting 
person  in  the  Bengal  Service  who  comes  before  us  in  the  present  volume. 
Of  him  it  would  be  possible  to  quote  maaj^-elgflflflpi iamticea  from  Sir  Wm. 
Hunter's  ThacKerayt  in  India  and  the(RurafAnnals  of  [Bengal.  On  more 
than  one  occasion  Becher  came  near  to  ihe  Governor's  chair,  and  it  was 
only  due  to  his  unfortunate  stand  in  1769  on  behalf  of  the  Select  Committee 
against  the  Council,  that  not  he  but  Warren  Hastings,  became  Governor  in 
1772.  When  the  earliest  "  collectors  "  ("  Supervisors  "  as  they  were  called)  *A 
were  first  sent  into  the  Districts  of  the  Diwani  portion,  it  was  Becher,  who 
as  Resident  at  the  Durbar  and  the  admirer  of  Olive's  masqued  system 
(in  which  it  cannot  be  supposed  Clive  had  any  serious  belief),  whose  time 
timidity  reduced  Governor  Verelst's  plans  for  an  incipient  rural  adminis- 
tration to  the  lowest  level  of  efficiency.  Becher  "arrived  "  in  August  1743. 
He  signed  the  famous  despatch  in  protest  against  the  Court's  constant 
habit  of  abusing  their  servants  in  December,  1759,8  and  was  consequently 
dismissed  the  service.  He  reappears  during  Olive's  second  period  of 
Governorship  ;  and,  after  holding  a  position  of  almost  the  greatest  im- 
portance, is  again  dismissed  in  1770,  despite  his  nomination  to  succeed  to  the 
Governor's  Chair.  After  losing  his  fortune  in  England,  he  returns  to 
Calcutta.  In  October  1781  he  is  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  diea 
in  Calcutta,  November  17, 1782. 

The  reference  to  Azimabad  and  Mirza  Salih  is  of  special  interest. 
Azimabad  is  shown  in  the  map  included  in  Major  Smyth's  Statistical  and 
Geographical  Report  of  24  Pergunnahs  District  (1857).  It  was  to  the  South 
of  Kalpi  and  therefore  not    literally  included   in    the  terms    of  Mir  Jafar's 

»   I.  K.  D.  No.  748.  p.  54. 

1   Observations  on  Mr.  VansittarC  s  "  Narrative,"  p.  2,  London.     No  date. 

»   Long.  Selections.     No.  402. 
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cession  (3rd  June,  1757)  of  "all  land  lying  to  the  South  of  Calcutta 
as  far  as  Kalpi."  The  pargana  of  Azimabad,  division  16  annas,  ("  mahal 
deroobust")  was  however  included  in  the  sunud  granted  by  Mir  Jafar1. 
Azimabad  appears  to  have  been  connected  by  trade  with  the  Balasore  district 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Hugli  and  thus  through  Balasore  connected  with 
the  Nawab's  interests  in  the  Maratha  districts  of  Orissa.  In  a  letter  dated 
30th  May,  1758,  Sheo  Bhat,  the  Maratha  Governor  of  Orissa,  informs  Clive  of 
the  demolition  of  the  old  bazars  of  Azimabad  and  the  erection  of  new  ones 
by  Mr.  Playdell,  the  Company's  Resident  at  Balasore  :  the  writer  calls  the 
Colonel's  attention  to  u  the  endless  quarrels  between  the  people  of  Balasore 
and  the  Zamindars  "  and  invites  Clive  to  induce  Mr.  Playdell  to  maintain 
pacific  relations.2  Mirza  Muhammad  Salih,  the  spelling  of  whose  name 
causes  Master  Roger  Drake  some  trouble,  is  said  in  these  Proceedings  to  have 
held  hereditary  lands  at  Azimabad.  In  1765  he  is  described  as  a  confident 
of  Malharji  Holkar,  the  Raja  of  Indore,  and  apparently  he  died  in  that 
year. 

In  1756  when  the  English  Council  were  in  refuge  at  Fulta,  they  learned 
that  "  Mirza  Sallah  the  Nabob  of  Cuttack  "  had  thrown  in  his  lot  with  the 
invading  Marathas,3  in  1757  a  letter  came  into  Clive's  hands  written  by  the 
Mirza  admitting  that  he  had  received  instructions  from  the  Nawab  Suraj-nd- 
daula  to  allow  the  French  under  Bussy  to  pass  unopposed  and  "  to  meet 
him  and  shew  him  respect  ;"  and  that  in  accordance  with  this  order,  he  had 
written  "  to  all  the  Jemadars  and  Jamindars  on  that  side  the  country"  not 
to  impede  the  coming  passage  of  the  French.4  "  The  year  following  Mirza 
Sallah  may  be  traced  making,  his  escape  from  confinement  "for  some  account 
due  to  the  Nabob's  country."5 

I  have  avoided  giving  biographical  information  in  cases  in  which  it  is 
easily  accessible  in  such  publications,  for  instance,  as  the  Dictionary  of 
National  Biography,  and  Mr.  Buckland's  Dictionary  of  Indian  Biography. 
For  Colonel  Francis  Forde  the  reader  will,  of  course,  consult  Colonel  Lionel 
Forde's  Lord  CUve{$  Right  Hand  Man,  a  book  which  has  recently  been 
re-issued  at  the  amazingly  low  price  of  one  rupee. 

The  present  writer,  in  sending  out  this  publication,  ventures  to  express 
the  hope  that  despite  their  defects  in  the  matter  of  editorship,   the  following     /       /, 
pages  will  show  that  the    records   of  the   Secret  Committee   are  of    untold  /&£* 
value  to  the  Student  of  Indian  History,  and  teat   any   attempt  to   deal  with  \ 
them  otherwise  than  by   publication  in  extenso   and   annotation    must  be  un- 
satisfactory.    It  is  hard  to  see  how  the   curt   entries  in  this  volume  could  be 
cut  down  into  what  (by  some  weird   confusion   of  precis  with  press  lists)  are 
called  in  this  country  "  press  lists."     These  pages  as   they   stand   still   retain 
the  spirit  which  animated  their  writers.     An  attempt  to  reduce  their  contents 
to  a  "  press  lists,"  and  yet  to  retain  the  spirit  of  the  original  and  the  essential 

«   Aicheson.     Treaties  Vol.  1,  p.  193.     2.     M.  P.  L.  A.  R.     VI.     P.  No.  5077. 

2  C.  P.  0.  Nos.  2665-6.  I  take  it  that  the  Mirza  Salih  o£  these  pages  may  be 
identified  with  Sulah-u-din  Ehan  mentioned  in  Westland's  Report  on  the  District  of  Jessore 
(2nd  Edition  1874).  If  this  identification  is  accurate),  Mirza  Salih  was  husband  of  Mana 
Jan,  the  half-sister  of  Haji  Muhammad  Mohsin,  the  founder  of  the  Hughli  Imambara. 

8  Hill :  Op.  Git.  I.  p.  202. 

*  Ibid.  II  402. 

6  M.  P.  L.  A.  R.  VI.  No.  49. 
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-■^  facts,  appears  to  the  present  writer  to  be  an  absolute  impossibility.   The  brevity 

of  men  laboring  under  the  strain  of  a  critical  position  is  in  itself  eloquent  of 
their  historical  situation :  the  arbitrary  excisions  of  a  modern  precis  writer  are 
practically  falsifications.  It  is  not  until  such  records  as  the  present  volume 
presents  have  been  made  available  to  historical  students  that  the  worth  of 
histories  of  British  India  written  by  distinguished  men  of  letters  can  be 
tested. 


Walter  K.  Firminger. 


St.  John's  House  : 
March.  2nd,  1914. 


ABREVIATIONS. 


C.  P.  C.  =  Calendar  of  Persian  Correspondence. 

I.  R.  D.  =  Imperial  Record  Department. 

If.  P.  L.  A.  R.  =■  Madras  Press  Lists  of  Ancient  Records. 


CORRIGENDA. 


Page    8,  10th  line  from  top  :  for  "  Salabut  Singh's"  read  "  Salabut  Jung's.'' 
Page  24,  11th  „  for  "  Chittipurt "  read  "  Chittepu&." 

Page  32,   footnote,  for  "  Burdwnn   Quanangoes  "   read   "  Burdwan    Qanun- 
goes.'' 


APPENDIX. 


[The  following  letter  should  appear  after  the  Proceedings  of  2nd 
February.  The  page  on  which  it  appears  is  damaged.  The  Editor  begs  to 
express  his  gratitude  to  Mons.  A.  Lehuraux  for  his  kind  assistance  in  the 
difficult  task  of  transcription.] 

A  MESSIEURS  DU  CONSEIL  DE  LA/ 

Royals  Compagnib  D'Angleterre, 

A  Calcutta. 

Messieurs. 

J'ai  deja  eu  I'honneur  d'ecrire  le  27  du  mois  dernier  a  Messieurs 
Becher  et  Scrafton  pour  les  informer  de  la  situation  ou  je  me  trouve  ici 
avec  1'  armee  de   Cacheineli  Kan,1    Nabob  de   Rangepour,    sur  la  terre  du 

quel  je  suis.     Je soins  de  vous  en  rendre  cotnpte  vous    disafant     , 

simplement,  Messieurs  que  quoique  je  n'eusse  fait    aucun    desordre    dajs  son    A* 

l.C  .  pays  avant  la  guerre,  II  me  la 4 sans  nulle  raison  et  a  fait 

acroire  a  Jafajrali  Khan2  que  j'avais  joint  un  corps  des  Bouteas  a  ma    petite 
/    troupe  ce  qu&est  faux  de  tout  point. 

Quoiqu'il  en  soit,  j'implore  votre  secours  parce  qu'il ..  .. 

surtout  pour  qu'il  n'attaque  ni  I'honneur  ni  la  vie  de  mon  monde  et  de  moi 
en  gdnerale  aux  conditions  que  sur  ma  parole  d'  honneur  je  me  rendrais 
a  vos  ordres  soit  a  Dacca,  Oossimbazar  ou    Calcutta,    me   flattant,    Messieurs        A 

qu'  k  mon  ariv^e  dans  le de   ces  endroits,  j'y  serais  recu  avec  tous 

les  honneurs  de  la  guerre,  en  ayant  deja  acquis  un par  une   si   longue 

resistance]  contre  des  forces  si  disproportionnees  aux  miennes  qui  sont 
moins  que  rien. 

Pour  vous  engager,  Messieurs,  a  ne  pa/rejetter  ma  demande,  je  dois 
vous  rappeller  le  bonheur  que  j'ai  eu  a  Dacca  d'y  etre  de  quelqu'utilite  a  vos 
Messieurs  dans  le  temps  de  leurs  misfortunes.  II  doit,  je  pense,  etre  de 
quelque  poids  a  vos  yeux,  puisque  vous  n'ignorez  pas  qu'  il   etait  impossible 

que  je dans  a  temps  d'autres  ....  que  celles  qui  sont  dict^os  a 

un homme  par  1'  humanite  et  la  generosity.3 

J'attends  une  prompte  r^ponse  de  vos et  surtout  un ,  tous 

les  hostility.     Je  envoie  en  meme  temps  a  Monsieur  Chevalier  une  copie  de 
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cette  lettre  a  laquelle  j'  espere  qu'il  aura  regard,  vous  priant  en 


(J  I    pour  cela  de  lui  ecrire  un  mot:  vo^s  ml  obligerez  infinement  ainsique  d'etre 
p*  persuade  de  la  respect  avec  lequel  je  suis. 


Messieurs, 

Votre  tres  humble  et, 

tres  ob^issant  serviteur, 

COURTIN. 


Fevrier  1758 


1  Mir  Qaeim  Eban. 

2  Mir  Jafar  AH  Eban. 

3  See  Bengal  Past  and  Present-     Vol.  V.,  pp.  364—366. 
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FORT  WILLIAM,  the  4th  January  1758. 

Wednesday,    4th  At  a  Committee  present : 

The  Hon'ble  Roger  Drake,  President. 
Charles  Manningham,  Esq. 
Richard  Becher,  Esq. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  20th  ultimo,  being  wrote  fair,  were  read, 
approved,  and  signed. 

Clive  and  Watts  On  the  31st    December,  we  received  a  letter   from    Robert   Clive   and 

ter.  No.  1.  William  Watts,  Esqrs.,  dated  the  22nd  near  Rajamaul1  informing  that  when 
they  applied  to  the  Nabob  for  the  perwannah  for  the  lands,2  he  requested 
that  they  would  not  deprive  Mirza  Sailer3  of  his  hereditary  possessions  in 
lieu  of  which  the  Nabob  promised  to  give  the  Company  land  to  of  equal 
revenue  to  the  No'wards  of  Calcutta  or  where  else  we  chose  :  That  the 
Nabob  made  a  point  of  this,  and  as  their  refusal  might  have  occasioned  many 
delays  in  getfing  the  Perwannah,  they  thought  proper  to  comply  with  the 
request  which  they  hope  we  will  approve  of. 

Scrafton's       ter.  On  the  2nd,  we  received  a  letter  from  Mr.   Scrafton4  at    Moraudbagh,5 

**0,  *'  dated  the  31st  December  accompanying,  the  original  Perwannah  of  the  lands 

granted  by  the  Nabob. 

Upon  receipt  of  the  above  letter  from  Messrs.  Clive  and  Watts,  we 
made  enquiry  into  the  nature  and  extent  of  Mirzah  Sailer's  possessions  to 
the  southward  of  Calcutta  and  find  that  if  those  lands  are  return'd,  the  rest 

1  Kajmahal. 

a  See  Art.  by  Firminger  «'  How  the  English  acquired  the  Twenty-Four  Pargannahs  " 
Calcutta  Revieic,  April  1913.  By  a  treaty  of  3rd  June  1757,  Mir  Jafar  had  promised  that 
"  the  country  to  the  South  of  Calcutta,  lyiDg  between  the  river  and  the  lake  and  reaching 
as  far  as  Culpee  (Kalpi),  shall  be  put  under  the  perpetual  Government  of  the  English, 
in  the  same  manner  as  now  governed  by  the  country  zemindars,  the  English  paying  the 
j  usual  rents  for. the  same  to  the  Treasury."  See  Hill  Bengal  in  1756-57  Vol.  II,  p.  384, 
pj    rather  than  Aichison  :   Collection  of  Treaties,  Vol.  I,  p.  181.  / 

P*  s  Mirza  Muhammad  Salih.     Vide  Calendar  of    Persian  Corjespondence,  No.   2666,    rt 

Hill :  Bengal  in,  1755-7,  Vol.  I,  p.  22.  /  * 

4  Luke  Scrafton.  Arrived  Sept.  25th,  1746.  Third  at  Dacca  in  the  troubles  of  1756, 
when  he  negociated  through  the  French  the  surrender  of  the  Factory.  Entertained  by  the 
French  at  their  Factory  :  reached  the  refuge  camp  at  Fulta,  26th  August.  After  the 
restoration  of  the  English  at  the  Factory  at  Cosimbazar,  where  he  corresponded  confi- 
dentially with  Clive,  conducted  intrigues  for  the  removal  of  Siraj-uddaula.  Submitted  a 
plan  for  the  punishment  of  the  persons  responsible  for  the  '  Black  Hole.'  Expelled  from 
Murshidabad  by  the  Nawab,  but  sent  back  by  Clive  with  a  letter  from  the  MarathaB 
shewing  that  they  were  likely  to  assist  the  English.  Brought  Amir  Chand  (Omichand) 
down  to  Calcutta.  It  was  Scrafton  who  broke  to  Amir  Chand  the  fact  that  he  had  been 
tricked  by  the  fraud  copy  of  the  treaty.  He  received  Bs,  2,00,000  from  Mir  Jafar  for  his 
share  in  effecting  the  revolution.  After  Plassey  he  became  Kesident  at  the  Durbar  of 
"Murshidabad,  in  which  post  he  preceded  Warren  Hastings.  Sub-Export  Ware-housekeeper 
and  Secretary  to  the  Select  Committee,  Paymaster  to  the  Army,  1759.  Appointed  to 
Council,  23rd  Nov.  1759.  Apparently  left  Bengal  about  that  time.  In  176y  appointed 
with  Vansittart,  and  Forde  to  go  to  Bengal  as  "  Supervisor,"  but  perished  with  them  on 
the  Aurora* 

6  Muradbagh  :  a  suburb  of  Murshidabad. 
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will  be  of  very  little  profit  to  the  Company,  when  put  in  comparison, 
with  them,  there  being  a  lack  of  rnpees  collected  at  Azamabad,  and  the 
King's  rents  of  that  zemindarry  is  two  thousand  rupees.  Its  situation  will 
likewise  render  it  very  commodious  to  us  and  improveable,  it  being  joined 
to  the  outskirts  of  Calcutta  and  by  the  river  side.1  In  the  whole  sum  O^ 
of  our  Factories  there  is  not  so  high  a  spot  and  so  proper  to  accommodate 
inhabitants.  These  Lands  are  likewise  in  the  center  of  the  Company's  new 
territories  and  if  left  in  the  possession  of  any  other  Person  will  always 
be  productive  of  feuds  disturbances  and  quarrels  and.  will  very  much  impede 
and  prevent  our  making  any  great  improvements,  as  the  possessors   of  that 

ground  will  no  doubt  take  all  opportunities  to  ...».( the  revenues 

^                  of  their  own  lands  which    cannot    be   done  without  hurting  the  Company's 
besides  many  other 

Agreed,  we  write  to  Colonel  Clive  and  Mr.  Watts  in  consequence  of 
that  enquiry  and  shew  them  how  inconvenient  it  would  be  to  admit  of  Mirza 
Sailer's  keeping  possession  of  this  land,  and  request  them  to  represent  in 
the  strongest  light  to  the  Nabob  the  prejudice  it  will  be  of  to  the  Company 
and  at  all  costs  prevail  on  him  to  decline  his  solicitations  in  favour  of  that 
man, 

There  being  a  vessel  bound  to  Fort  St.  George we  write  to 

the  Select  Committee  there  and  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  their  letters  of  the 
18th  and  20th  October,  We  have  hopes  in  prevailing  on  the  greatest 
part  of  Colonel  Adlercron's  regiment  to  enlist  with  us  by  giving  them 
handsome  encouragement  in  money,  but  have  to  remark  the  number  is 
reduced   to  half  of   what   came   to   Bengal   at  first,  for  which   reasons   we 

repeat our  instances  for  having  all  the  recruits  sent  us 

may  come  out  on  the  Coast  and  Bay  ships  if  they  proceed  to  this  place 
first.  That  the  rebellion  mentioned  in  our  letter  of  the  15th  November  is 
happily  at  an  end.  That  Colonel  Clive  writes  us  the  Nabob  now  intends 
to  go  as  high  as  Patna  to  settle  that  province  and  accomodate  matters 
with  Ramnarain  the  Nabob  of  that  City  which  we  hope  will  be  amicably 
Iffected.     The  original  Sunnud  for  the  lands  being  received, 

Agreed,  we  require  of  Mr.  Frankland2  to  set  out  without  delay  on  the 
survey  of  them,  and  take  possession  in  the  name  of  the  Company  as  he 
goes  along. 

1  The  Marlbrd1  bring  aiAi  despatch  for  Europe the  President 

(JW  '    do  prepare   a  Letter  for  the  Secret  Committee England  to  be 

l/"**   ^-    sent  by  that  ship. 

Roger  Drake,  Junr. 

1  Azimabad  is  to  the  south  of  Kalpi.  [Possible  reference,  M-  P-  L.  A.  i?.,  Vol.  VI. 
No.  5077]. 

2  William  Frankland  arrived  1740.  See  references  in  Hill :  Bengal  in  1756-7  he  was 
once  owner  of  the  house  (the  present  Middleton  Kow  Lorreto  Convent)  afterwards  occupied 
at  various  times  by  Governor  Vansittart,  Sir  E.  Impey,  and  Bishop  Heber.  It  may  be 
supposed  that  this  Frankland  was  William,  fourth  child  of  Henry  Frankland,  Governor  of 
Fort  William,  1726-28.  In  this  case  the  W.  Frankland  was  a  great  grandson  of  Oliver 
Cromwell. 
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FORT  WILLIAM,  the  11th  January  1758. 
Wednesday,    the  At  a  Committee  present : 

an  ary'  The  Hon'ble  Roger  Drake,  Esq.,  President. 

Charles  Manningham,  Esq. 
Richard  Becher,  Esq. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  4th  instant,  being  wrote  fair,  were  now  read, 
approved,  and  signed. 

Mr.    Watts'    ter.  On  the  5th,  we  received  a  letter  from  William  Watts,  Esq.,  dated  from 

No.  3.  the  Camp  near  Rajamaul1    the  29th   December  advising  us  that  the  original         / 

Perwannah  for  the  Lands  was  forwarded  to  Mr.  Scrafton  under /care  of 
Mr.  Maunsel2  with  directions  to  get  some  copies  taken  of  it  unaer  the 
Cauzees3  seal   of  Muxidavad4  and  then  to  forward  the  original  to  us. 

Messrs.  Clive  and  On  the  6th,  we  received  a  letter  from  Messrs.   Clive  and   Watts,   dated 

Watts'  ter.  No.  the  29th  in  the  Camp  near  Rajamaul  advising  us  that  they  were  in  hopes 
4*  by  the  time  that  letter  reached  us  Mr.  Scrafton  would   have  received   seven 

laaks  of  Rupees,  three  laack  and  fifty  thousand  are  on  account  of.... 

due  on  the  first  payment  and  the  remainder  on  account  o£  the  Nabob's 

Debts. 

Clive's  ter.  No.  5.  Yesterday  we  received  a  letter  from   Colonel   Clive,  dated  the   31st 

December  at  Rajamaul  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  our  letter  of  the  19th 
and  that  he  had   heard  from   Mr.   Pocock   of  his   intention    to    leave  the 

River  in  a  few  days. That  without  a   foreknowledge   of   events  he   could 

not  be  at  a  certainty  whether  the  steps  we  take  may  or  may  not  be  for 
the  advantage  of  the  Company.  That  by  accompanying  the  Nabob  to 
Patna  it  is  very  possible,  tho  he  thinks  not  probable,  for  a  French 
Squadron  to  push  up  the  River  and  endanger  Calcutta  and  of  consequence 
all  the  Company's  possessions  in  these  parts,  and  that  by  refusing  to  lend 
the  Nabob  our  assistance  we  must  loose  that  influence  with  him  which 
is  essentially  necessary  to  obtain  his  fulfilling  the  letter  of  the  Treaty 
and  his  continuing  to  us  our  valueable  acquisitions.  That  the  day  before 
the  Nabob  and  his  ministers  paid  him  a  visit,  and  after  discussing  for 
some  time  on  the  promising  prospect  of  his  affairs  he  desired  the  Colonel 
would  march  with  him  to  Patna,  This  the  Colonel  consented  to  on 
condition  the  Nabob  gave  us  security  for  paying  the  rest  of  his  debt.  That 
the  orders  on  JBurdawann5  Nuddea,  Hughley  and  Ingeli  were  making 
out  which  he  hoped  to  send  us  in  a  day  or  two,  and  he  had  reason 
to  think  we  should  receive  in  ready  money  the  full  of  this  half  year's 
payment  in  a  very  few  days.     That  Ramnarain   refused  to  trust   his   person 

1  JRajmahal. 

3  Thomas  Mauuscll,  Commissary  to  the  Army. 

*  Qazi. 
■•"«►•■  - 

*  Old  name  for  Murshidabad.  According  to  the  Riyaz,  a  merchant  named  Makhsus 
Khan  built  a  Serai  at  a  place  called  after  him  Makhsueftbad.  Makhsus  Khan  may  have 
been  a  grandee  of  the  time  of  Akbar.  See  Art.  by  M.  Chakravarti  M  Notes  on  Ganr,  etc." 
in  Journal  of  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal,  July  1909. 

8  Burdwan. 


FORT  WILLIAM,  the  11th  January  1758. 


in  the  Nabob's  power  without  a  letter  from  the  Colonel,  that  he  had 
wrote  him  he  may  come  with  safety,  having  the  Nabob's  authority  for  so 
doing  and  he  is  in  great  hopes  there  will  be  no  occasion  for  our  Army's 
marching  further  than  Tulliagurry.1  That  if  the  affairs  of  Patna  can  be 
settled  in  this  manner  it  will  save  the  Nabob  expences  which  he  is  not 
well  able  to  bear  (and  relieve)  us  of  all  apprehensions  from  the  arrival  of 
a  French  Squadron. 

The  President  having   prepared  the   letter   for   the   Secret  Committee 

/in  England  to  be  transmitted  by  the  Marlborough  it  was  read  and  being 
approved/of  signed  by  the  members  now  present. 

Roger  Drake,  Junr. 

1  Teliagbari — a  pass  between   the   Ganges  and   Bajmahal  Hills,  tbe  great  military 
approach  to  Lower  Bengal. 


FORr  WILLIAM,  the  24th  January  1758. 

Tnesday,  the  24th  At  a  Committee  present  : 

January. 

The  Hon'ble  Roger  Drake,  Esq.,  President. 

Charles  Manningham,  Esq. 

Richard  Becher,  Esq. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  11th  instant,  being  wrote  fair,  were  now  read, 
approved,  and  sign'd, 

Messrs.  Clive  and  On  the  13th,  we  received  a  letter  from  Messrs.   Olive  and    Watts,  dated 

Watts'  ter.  No.  at  Colgaung  the  9th  instant,   advising  us  they    had  received  from  the  Nabob 
6«  Perwannahs   wrote  in  the  strongest   terms   on  the  Rajahs   of  Burdwan   and 

Nuddea  and  on  the  Phousdar  of  Hughli  and  Ingelie  for  the  payment  of 
the  remaining  debt  due  from  him.  That  the  original  Perwannah  should  be 
transmitted  us  by  the  first  safe  conveyance  and  that  in  the  meantime  they 
enclose  copies  of   them   for  our  satisfaction. 

Do.  ter.  No.  7.  On  the  20th,  we  received  another  letter  from  these   gentlemen,  dated  at 

Colgaung  the  12th  informing  us  they  had  sent  the  Perwannahs  above 
mentioned  to  Mr.  Scrafton  that  he  might  get  six  copies  of  each  under  the 
Cawzee's  seal,  and  had  directed  him  to  send  the  originals  to  us  by  the  first 
safe  conveyance. 

Col.    Clive     ter.  On  the  22nd,  we  received  a  letter  from  Colonel  Clive,  dated  at   Colgong 

No.  8.  the  12th  instant,  acquainting  us  that  by  a   Letter  rec'd   from  the  Nabob  the 

day  before  he  had  received  some  intelligence  that  Ramnarain  would  not 
accomodate  matters  or  trust  his  Person  in  his  hands  without  the  following 
conditions  viz.  That  he  shall  recall  his  two  Brothers  from  Patna,  send  him 
3,000  horse  to  assist  in  collecting  the  Revenues,  allow  him  to  appoint  a 
Phowsdar  of  Shahabad  and  that  the  Nabob  himself  shall  return  with  his 
army  to  Muxadabad.  That  as  yet  the  Colonel  could  not  give  any  credit 
to  that  intelligence  having  but  two  days  ago  reed,  a  letter  from  Ram- 
narain expressing  his  earnest  desire  to  obtain  the  Nabob's  favor  thro' 
our  means.  That  whether  Ramnarain  be  determin'd  to  defend  himself  or 
submit  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  use  the  utmost  dispatch  in  bringing 
matters  to  a  speedy  conclusion  at  Patna  that  the  Army  may  the  sooner 
return  to  Calcutta.  That  he  begs  leave  to  represent  to  us  in  the  strongest 
terms  the  great  stake  the  Company  have  in  Bengal  and  how  much  it  is 
exposed  for  want  of  Fortification.  That  it  gives  him  concern  beyond  what 
he  can  express  to  hear  from  all  hands  that  the  works2  go  on  so  very 
slowly,  and  if  a  want  of  hands  arises  only  from  want  of  a  few  Pice  more, 
he  thinks  that  such  a  saving  does  not  merit  a  moment's  consideration  or 
that  such  economy  can  meet  with  the  Company's  approbation  at  this 
junction. 

The     Warwick,    being    under   dispatch   for  Europe   and   Madras  the  I/1  **■ 

President  prepared  a  letter  to  the  .  .  .  Secret  Committee  in  England 
to   be  sent   by  that  ship  which  he  now  lays  before  the  Committee. 

Agreed,  we  write  to  the  Secret  Committee   at   Fort  St.  George  by  the 
.       Warwick  and    inform   them    of  the    arrival   of  the     Grantham    and   the 

A         £<-/       Elizabeth.     That  by  the  Se^/$  Committee's  letter  of   the 1757 

/         we  observe  the  French  were  fitting  out  a  large  squadron  at  Port  L'Orient  for 
the  East  Indies  with  a  considerable  Body  of  Land   forces    on  board.     That 

1  See  Madras  P.  L-  A.  R.,  Vol.  VI,  Nos.  4548—52. 

a  The  building  of  new  Fort  William  was  commenced  in  October  1757.  See 
Calcutta  Review,  January  1905,  Art.  by  Major  A.  B.  N.  Churchill,  R,  A.,  "  Short  Notes 
on  the  History  of  Fort  William." 


FORT  WILLIAM,  the  24th  January  1758. 


there  is  great  reason  to  imagine  they  will  make  an  effort  to  establish 
themselves  in  Bengal  which  cannot  be  done  without  dispossessing  of  us. 
As  this  is  an  event  which  might  prove  fatal  to  onr  employers  it  ought  to  be 
the  concern  of  us  all  to  prevent  it  if  possible.  We  therefore  recommend  it 
to  them   to   consider  this  in  the  most  serious  manner  and  assist  us  if  possible 

further  reinforcement  of  Europeans,  the  Recruits in 

this  season  being  so  inconsiderable  that  they  will  add  very  little  to  our 
strength.  That  Admiral  Pocock  designs  to  leave  the  river  in  a  few  days 
in  order  to  join  (Commodore)  Stevens  upon  the  Coast.  That  upon  the 
death  of  Major  Kilpatrick,1  we  applied  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Forde  to 
come  to  Bengal  and  take  the  charge  of  our  Garrison  as  Major. 
That  should  he  have  set  out  for  England  in  consequence  of  his  Majesty's 
orders  or  decline  coming,  we  request  they  will  in  either  case  desire 
Captain  Caillaud  to  make  the  best  of  his  way  to  Calcutta  and  take  charge 
of  our  Garrison  till  we  hear  from  the  Company.  That  several  of  the 
gentlemen  made  prisoners  by  the  Capture  of  Chandernagore  take  their 
passages  on  the  Drake  and  Warwick  to  their  Presidency  from  whence  they 
will  please  to  provide  them  conveyance  to  Pondicherry.  That  we  have 
the  pleasure  to  acquaint  them  the  Nabob  of  these  Provinces  is  confirm'd 
from  Delhi  and  great  honours  bestowed  by  the  Mogul  on  Colonel  Clive  and 
Mr.  Watts. 

Agreed,  we  reply  to  the  several  letters  rec'd  from  Messrs.  Clive  and 
Watts — that  we  have  observed  with  great  pleasure  the  Nabob  is  sincere  in 
his  promises  of  complying  punctually  with  his  contract  and  that  there  are 
hopes  of  the  ballances  of  the  first  year's  payment  being  made  out  of  the 
Treasury  in  April  or  May  next.  That  upon  receipt  of  the  sunnud  for  the 
lands  Mr.  Frankland  set  out  to  take  possession  of  them  in  the  Company's 
name.  That  enclosed  we  send  them  an  account  which  we  have  procured 
of  the  revenues  the  King  has  credit  for  in  the  Patshah  Books2  for  the 
lands  granted  to  the  Company  that  they  may  settle  that  point  with  the 
Nabob.  That  our  works  are  now  carried  on  with  great  vigour  and  dispatch, 
many  thousand  people  being  at  work  and  they  may  be  assured  we  shall 
not  be  wanting  in  executing  our  utmost  to  get  them  finish'd  as  soon  as 
possible  being  very  sensible  of  the  consequences  that  may  be  felt  from 
our  present  defenceless  situation.  That  now  we  are  upon  this  subject  it 
is  incumbent  on  us  to  inform  them  Mr.  Pocock  leaves  this  place  to-morrow 
and  designs  to  sail  for  the  coast  a  few  days  after  :  that  the  weak  conditions 
of  our  old  Fortifications  and  the  small  number  of  troops  left  in  garrison 
are  circumstances  that  ought  to  be  attended  to.  We  hope  therefore  Colonel 
Clive  will  not  make  a  longer  stay  up  the  country  than  is  absolutely 
necessary  for  settling  the  Nabob's  affairs,  but  return  to  Calcutta  the 
moment  that  is  done — and  we  think  it  would  not  be  amiss  to  require  of 
the  Nabob  that  he  would  keep  a  body  of  12  or  15,000  Gunmen  and 
Horsemen  at  Hughly  who  might  be  ready  to  come  to  our  assistance  in  case 
of  an  emergency  and  Orders  may  be  sent  to  all  Jemindars,  etc.,  to  the 
Southward  of  Hughly  even  to  Balasore  on  no  account  to  assist  the  French 
with  Provisions,  Water  or  anything  at  all  but  on  the  contrary  to  distress 
them  in  every  shape  in  their  power. 

Roger  Drake,  Junr. 


Aug.  15,  1757. 

t.  e-,  the  King's  books  »*.  c,  the  asil  jama  of  the  lauds. 


FORT  WILLIAM,  the  4th  February  1758. 

■Saturday,  the  4th  At  a  Committee  present : 

February. 

The  Hon'ble  Roger  Drake,  Esq.,  President, 

Charles  Manningham,  Esq. 

Richard  Becher,  Esq. 

The   Proceedings  of  the  24th  ultimo,  being  wrote   fair,  were   read, 
approved,  and  signed. 

CoL  Olive's    ter.  Oa  ^ne  30th  January,  we  received  a  letter  from  Colonel  Clive,  dated  the 

No.  9.  18th    of  that  month,  informing   us   that  the   intelligence   of    Ramnarain's 

defection  was  contradicted  by  the  Nabob  himself — That  the  day  before  the 
Colonel  had  received  a  letter  from  Ramnarain  informing  him  he  would 
set  out  to  pay  his  respects  to  ye  Nabob  on  the  17th  and  that  he  entirely 
depends  on  the  English  first  for  his  security  and  for  his  continuing  in 
his  Government — that  the  Sunder  Rajah1  had  also  wrote  the  Colonel 
and  he  believes  he  may  venture  to  assure  us  that  all  Behar  will  be 
settled  and  enjoy  peace  for  some  time.  That  the  evil  reports  spread 
about  Ramnarain  occasioned  his  making  two  or  three  long  marches  which 
dispatch  may  hasten  the  arrival  of  Ramnarain3  and  thereby  his  return  to 
Calcutta.  That  he  had  rec'd  a  letter  from  Mr.  Pearkes  complaining,  of 
an  insult  of  a  very  extraordinary  nature  from  Coja  Ashroff3,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  he  had  wrote  the  Nabob  who  promised  to  see  justice  done 
on  him.  That  the  time  now  drew  near  for  the  departure  of  the  Madras 
Seapoys  and  as  it  was  absolutely  necessary  there  should  be  a  considerable 
force  kept  up  in  Bengal,  he  intended  sending  Lieutenant  Flaction  into  the 
Budzepoor4  country  to  raise  a  thousand  men  to  supply  the  absence  of 
those  seapoys. 

Do.  No.  10.  Yesterday   we  received  a  letter   from   Colonel  Clive,   dated    the  25th 

January,  at  Hybutgunge  acquainting  us  that  Ramnarain  the  Nabob  of 
Patna  arriv'd  the  day  before  encamp'd  within  two  coss  of  our  army 
and  had  waited  on  the  Colonel — That  in  two  or  three  days  he  was  to  go 
and  pay  his  respects  to  the  Nabob,  when,  he  was  in  hopes  all  affairs 
would  be  happily  finished. 

Roger  Drake,  Junr. 

■  See  M.  p.  L.  A.  R.,  Vol.  VI.  No.  4572  "  Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Birboon 
(Birbhum)  Rajah,  to  Colonel  Clive  desiring  help  against  Suodersing,  his  uncle's  enemy." 
The  Birbhum  Raja  was  Assudyama  Muhamad,  and  the  uncle  was  Kamgar  Ehan,  Ibid. 
No.  4580  (Jan.  15)  refera  to  '« Kajah  Sundersing's "  victory  over  Kamgar  Khan.  See. 
Broome  :  Hist,  of  the  Bengal  Army,  p.   198. 

•  Public  Proceedings,  1757,  20  Dec.  M,  P.  L.  A.  R.,  Vol.  VI.  Nos.  4550,  4563, 
4584.     Paul  Richard  Pearkes  had  re-opened  the  English  Factory  at  Patna  in  July,  1757. 

»  Broome  :  Op.  Cit.  p.  199. 

j4,  Bhojpur. 


FORT  WILLIAM,  the  18th  February  1758. 

Saturday,  the  18th  At  a  Committee  present : 

The  Hon'ble  Roger  Drake,  President. 
Chas.  Manningham,  Esq. 
Richard  Becher,  Esq. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  4th  instant,  being  wrote  fair,  were  now  read, 
approved,  andsign'd. 

Mr.      Scraf ton's  On  the   16th,  we  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Luke  Scrafton,  dated  the 

ter.  No.  11.  ]4th  instant,  from  Moraudbaug  acquainting  us  that  Roydoolub's1  Brother 
had  that  day  reed,  a  letter  from  Hyderabad,  dated  50  days  ago  with  advice 
that  Salabut  Sing's  Brother2  had  call'd  in  the  Marrattoes  and  defeated 
Monsr.  Bussy,  who  was  himself  betray 'd  and  taken  prisoner.  That  a 
report  prevails  in  the  City3  the  Nabob  is  dead,  that  he  had  as  yet  no  further 
particulars  but  that  we  may  rely  on  constant  intelligence. 

Do.     No.  12.  Soon     after    the    receipt    of  the  above  letter  we  ree'd  another  from 

Mr.  Scrafton,  dated  the  same  day  advising  us  that  tti«4.  Jugyutseat's  last 
letters  were  of  seven  days  date  from  Patna.  They  mention  that  the  Nabob's 
intention  to  assassinate  Ramnarain  having  been  frustrated  almost  the  instant 
of  its  intended  execution  ;  that  Ramnarain  return'd  without  visiting  the 
Nabob,  and  here  their  intelligence  ends,  but  the  report  adds  that  Sundersing's 

/forces  fell  on  the  Nabob's  army  at  night,  and  murdered  him.  That  by  the 
last  letters  a^  Army  was  2  Loss  beyond  Patna— Roydoolub's  and  Ram- 
narain's  Troops  is  just  a  Coss  to  the  South  and  the  Nabob's  forces  at 
/Bechenpoor.  That  he  entreats  we  would  dispatch  to  him  with  all  expedition 
a  Company  of  good  Seapoys  and  20  Stand  of  Arms,  these  he  wants  as  a 
guard  to  the  House.  That  if  so  /£h\n  we  can  send  50  Europeans  he  is 
convine'd  he  could  greatly  contribute  to  keep  the  City  in  quiet  and  maintain 
the  rule  there  till  the  Govern  [ment]  is  settled. 

Do,     No.  13.  Yesterday  we  received  another  letter  from  Mr.  Scrafton  dated  the  15th 

instant,  enclosing  duplicate  of  his  last  and  informing  us  that  nothing  trans- 
pires from  the  North,  but  that  the  young  Nabob  is  collecting  his  forces  and 
artillery  at  his  Garden  House,  and  that  the  City  is  in  great  consternation. 

In  consequence  of  the  foregoing  letters  we  sent  for  Captain  Gaupp* 
and  ordered  a  party  of  thirty  Europeans  and  a  Company  of  Seapoys  to  be 
sent  immediately  to  Muxadavad. 

As  the  reports  mention'd  in  Mr.  Scrafton's  letter  are  very  alarming, 
and  if  confirmed  may  create  great  confusion  at  Muxadavad  and  possibly 
bring  on  troubles  there  if  not  a  revolution  in  the  Government  which  may 
endanger  the  money  now  in  Mr.  Scrafton's  possession. 

Agreed,  therefore,  we  write  to  him  and  order  him  to  send  down  to 
Calcutta  whatever  money  he  has  ree'd  and  the  Company  Navy,  Army  and 
Sufferers  and  direct  him  to  advise  us  from  time  to  time  by  the  most  express 
methods  of  whatever  reports  or  intelligence  he  may  learn  concerning  the 
Nabob's  or  our  Army. 

1  Rai  Durlabh  Kam. 

2  See  M.  P.  L.  A.  2?.,  Vol.  VI.  No.  5048. 

3  t.  e.,  Murshidabad. 

4  Broome  :  Op.  Cit.  p.  144. 


FORT  WILLIAM,  the  18th  February  1758. 


The  said  letter  was  accordingly  wrote  immediately  by  the  Committee 
and  dispatch'd  to  arrive  in  thirty  hours. 

Mr.       Scrafton's  About  half  an  hour  after  dispatching  the  said  letter  we  received  one 

ter.  No.  14.  from  Mr.  Scrafton  dated  the  16th  February  advising  that  the  Ohuta  Nabob 
had  just  sent  him  a  message  from  the  Garden  that  by  an  express  Pulwar 
in  four  days  he  had  rec'd  advices  acquainting  him  of  the  Nabob's  arrival 
at  Patna  the  28  of  the  last  moon.  That  our  Army  was  at  [Telligarry  ?]  and 
no  appearance  of  any  troubles.  That  the  reports  he  had  before  mention'd 
seemed  to  have  taken  their  rise  from  some  disputes  between  the  Nabob  and 
Ramnarain.  That  the  Chuta  Nabob1  confirm'd  them  by  sending  imprudently 
for  the  force  from  the  city.  That  it  has  put  an  entire  stop  to  all  business  in 
the  City  for  these  two  days  and  that  he  was  very  sorry  to  have  been  the 
cause  of  so  much  unnecessary  uneasiness  to  us. 

Upon  receipt  of  this  last  letter  we  sent  for  Gaupp  again  and  counter- 
manded our  former  orders  for  sending  50  Europeans  and  only  ordered  30 
Topasses  to  be  sent  to  Mr.  Scrafton  for  the  security  of  the  money  he  has 
with  him. 

Dauk  Cossids2  were  likewise  order'd  to  be  fix'd  at  different  stages 
between  Calcutta  and  Muxadavad. 

Colonel      Olive's  Yesterday  we  received  a  letter  from  Colonel  Clive.  dated  the  7th  instant, 

ter.  No.  15.  informing  us  of  Ramnarain's  having  [waited]  on  the  Nabob  and  was  treated 
with  great  civility,  that  the  same  marks  of  favor  still  continue,  notwithstanding 
which  he  had  reason  to  think  the  Nabob  intends  bestowing  the  Province  of 
Bahar  on  his  Brother  Mir  Cossim3  in  lieu  of  his  promise  to  the  Colonel. 
That  Mr.  Watts  was  gone  to  the  Nabob  to  learn  his  true  sentiments.  That 
the  day  before  our  Army  marched  to  the  North  of  Patna  and  were  encamped 
from  thence  about  2  miles  upon  an  island  formed  by  the  great  River  with 
all  their  boats  at  hand,  and  that  this  situation  is  such  as  secures  them  against 
all  treachery. 

Mr.  Robert  Gregory  writes  in  a  letter  to  the  Select  Committee  with  a 
recital  of  a  conversation  between  Omichund  and  him. 

Order'd  that  it  be  entered  and  that  a  copy  of  it  be  forwarded  to 
Messrs.  Clive  and  Watts  for  their  observation. 

Agreed,  we  write  to  Messrs.  Clive  and  Watts  and  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  the  above  letter  from  the  Colonel,  and  that  we  forward  them  a 
duplicate  of  our  letter  of  the  18th  January  and  repeat  our  instances  for  the 
return  of  the  army  to  Calcutta  as  soon  as  possible.  That  we  advise  them 
of  the  arrival  at  Tellicherry  of  the  Company's   Ships  destin'd  for  Bombay 

and  that  Mr.  Hodges  writes  the  President  they  saw sail  of  ships  in 

the  lattitude  of  8  S°.  That  in  the  Gazette  for  May  there  is  mention  made 
of  a  Squadron  being  sent  to  the  East  Indies  from  Port  L'Orient  consisting 
of  6  Ships  of  war  and  a  large  body  of  troops  with  two  Company's  Ships. 
Whether  this  was  the  fleet  seen  by  our  Bombay  Ships  is  not  certain,  but 
from  all  accounts  the  French  are  sending  out  a  large  force  to  India,  with 
a  design  no  doubt  to  dispossess  the  English  from  all  their  Settlements  on 

1  Mir  Miran,  son  of  the  Nawab  Mir  Jaf  ar. 

2  Kasid — a  running  messenger. 
s  Mir  Qasim  Khan,  who   was  in   1760  substituted  for  Mir  Jafar  as  Newab— with 

disastrous  consequences. 
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this  side   the  Cape.     That  it  is  therefore  oar   duty  to   guard  against  their 

as  well  as  we  can  with   the  small  force   we  have.     That  for  this 

purpose  it  will  be to  have  our  troops   collected  together  or  at   least 

as  near  to  the  Presidency  as  to  have  their  assistance  when  occasion  requires. 
Tho'  we  flatter  ourselves  the  Colonel  will  lose  no  time  in  adjusting 
matters  between  the  Nabob  and  other  Country  Powers  and  return  with  the 
Army  for  Cossr  or  Calcutta  as  he  judges  best. 

The  Squadron  having  left  Bengal  and  the  Southern  Monsoon  being 
near  setting  in,  at  which  time  the  Committee  think  it  practicable  for  the 
enemy  to  push  up  this  River  if  not  obstructed,  and  our  Fortifications  not 
being  in  sufficient  forwardness  to  make  any  defence  in  case  the  enemy 
should  arrive, 

Resolved,  that  measures  be  taken  to  obstruct  the  passage  of  a  Fleet 
into  the  River,  and  to  burn  and  destroy  them  in  case  they  should  be  able, 
notwithstanding  all  our  precautions,  to  push  their  passage  up  to  Calcutta, 
for  which  purpose  it  was  judg'd  proper  to  consult  Captain  Brohier,  Captain 
Wedderburn  and  other  Commanders  employed  in  the   Country  Services  and 

the  Pilots  for  their  opinion   how  to  put  the  above  project effectually 

in  execution. 

The  Secretary  was  accordingly  ordered  to  acquaint  the  Master 
Attendant1  of  the  Resolution  o£  the  Committee  and  direct  him  to  summon 
some  Country  Commanders  and  the  Pilots  and  consult  with  them  on  the 
occasion. 

The  Master  Attendants'  Report  being  delivered  in  on  the  20th  instant 
was  by  the  Committee  laid  before  the  Council  for  their  approbation. 

Roger  Drake,  Junr. 


To  the  Hon'ble  Roger  Drake,  Esq., 

and  Gentlemen  of  the  Committee. 

Hon'ble  Sir  and  Sirs, 

On  Wednesday,  the  15th  instant,  a  servant  of  Omichand  came  to  me 
desiring  to  know  if  I  was  not  going  to  Europe  and  whether  a  vessel  from  his 
master  would  be  agreeable.  I  informed  the  person  I  intended  to  go  to  Europe 
in  a  day  or  two,  and  that  his  Master  might  come  to  me  if  he  had  any  business. 
He,  Omichand,  accordingly  came  to  my  house  about  /2  past  six  that  evening 
and  after  talking  to  me  some  time  made  a  proposal  to  me  of  representing  a 
long  story  which  he  told  me  relating  to  himself  and  his  account  of  the 
transactions  from  the  first  commencing  of  the  troubles  with  Country 
Government  to  this  present  time  and  to  take  advice  from  Counsel  in  England 
Whether  he  could  not  have  recourse  at  law  against  Colonel  Clive  and  the 
Gentlemen  of  the  Committee  in  regard  to  20  lakhs  of  Rupees  promised  him 
at  the  late  agreement  with  the  present  Nabob,  and  that  in  consideration  of 
it  he  would  allow  me  10  per  cent,  and  in  his  discourse  he  said  the  present 
Nabob  Meer  Mahomed  Jaffer  would  not  keep  the  Government  [long  ?]  that 
he  was  a  soldier  and  not  fit  to  Govern,  that  they  only  wanted  a  man  of 
[?  influence]  at   Dilly  to  represent  things  properly,  and  they  would  soon 

1  For  duties  of  the  Master  Attendant  see  General  Letter  of  Court,  3rd  March  1757. 
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march  an  array  down — that  would  put  another  man  in  his  place,  that  the 
500  men  Colonel  Olive  now  had  in  camp  would  be  of  little  service  to  the 
Nabob — That  for  his  part  he  intended  going  soon  up  the  country.  There- 
fore, Gentlemen,  I  take  the  liberty  to  represent  the  affair  to  you  in  its  true 
light  as  this  man  I  can  plainly  see  is  capable  of  something  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  Colony.  His  passion  and  revenge  is  so  much  that  it  gets  the  better 
of  his  reason  and  explains  himself  truly.1 

I  am  with  great  respect, 
Hon'ble  ISik  and  Sirs, 
Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Robert  Gregory.2 
Calcutta,  16th  February  1758. 

Having  read  this  letter  before   the  Gentlemen   whose  names  are  here 
subscribed  is  testified  as  truth  by  the  writer  of  this  letter. 

A.  Beaumont.3 
Rd.  Court.4 
John  Adams.5 
Geo,  Gray.6 


1  See  Long  :  Selectlo?i8  from  Unpublished  Records   of  Government.     No.   346.     For 
Omichund'a  business  at  Ballasore  see  Pub.  Proceedings  1759,  8th  January. 

a  Probably  a  free  merchant. 

s  Vide  Midnapur  Records,  p.  2. 

*  Arrived  3rd   August   1743.     A    survivor  from  the    Black   Hole :  drowned  in  the 
Hughli,  7th  May  1758. 

*  Perhaps  the  Midshipman  of  that  name. 

*  Perhaps  either  George  Gray,    who  incurred  Give's  anget  in   1765,  or  George  Gray 
Junior,  a  writer  in  1757. 


Wednesday,     the 
22nd  February. 


Mr.  Scrafton  ter. 
No.  16. 


St.  George,  ters. 
Nos.  17,  18  & 
19. 


7%", 
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At  a  Committee  present  : 

The  Hon'ble  Roger  Drake,  Esq.,  President. 
Chas.  Manningham,  Esq. 
Richard  Becher,  Esq. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  18th  instant,  being  wrote  fair,  were  now  read, 
approved  and  signed. 

On  the  20th,  we  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Luke  Scrafton,  dated  the 
18th  instant,  accompanying  one  from  Mr.  ('ourtin1  when  he  offers  to  sur- 
render himself  and  his  party  prisoners  of  war.  And  as  he  makes  no  doubt 
\»  e  shall  accept  of  Mons.  Courtin's  offer,  he  has  ventured  to  send  to  the 
Nabob  for  a  perwannah  to  Cossim  Ally  Khan  to  cease  hostilities  and 
requests  we  would  immediately  dispatch  our  powers  to  him  to  treat  with 
Mons.  Courtin. 

Mons.  Courtin's  letter  being  read, 

Order'd,  it  be  enter'd  after  this  day's  proceedings. 

By  the  Sally  who  imported  yesterday  from  Fort  St.  George,  we  received 
three  letters  from  the  Select  Committee  of  that  Settlement.  Two  of  them, 
dated  the  17th  and  one  the  26th  January.  The  first  acknowledges  the 
receipt  of  a  triplicate  of  our  letters,  dated  the  15th  November  and  that  the 
Hunter  Schooner  (who  had  lost  her  passage  to  the  Negrais)  was  there  and 
informed  them  of  having  spoken  with  the  Grantham  and  Elizabeth  the  4th 
December  off  the  Nicobars — That  they  persuade  themselves,  as  we  are  sensible 
of  the  vast  superiority  of  the  enemy  over  us  and  of  the  grounds  there  are  for 
apprehending  they  will  soon  be  further  reinforced,  we  shall  do  for  their 
assistance  whatever  we  can  consistently  with  the  safety  of  our  own  affairs. 

That  it  would  be  considered  if ..French  have  any  design  against  Bengal 

it  is  hardly  possible  such  an  expedition   could  be  fitted  out  anywhere  but  at 

Pondicherry.     If  such  an  expedition  was  to  be  set  afoot  at  Pondicherry 

they   should    have    timely  intelligence   and  they attention 

they  have    already  paid  affairs room    to  doubt  them 

for  our   security  as   much 

upon  advice  of  our  intention  to  send  away  the  ship  Restitution2  with  the 
French  Gentleman  belonging  to  Chandernagore  Mr.  Pigot3  wrote  to  Mr. 
De  Leyrit  to  know  if  she  might  proceed  with  safety  to  Pondicherry  who 
replied  on  the  31st  October  she  might  come  without  any  difficulty.  But  on 
the    2<)th    November    they   received    a    letter    from    her    Commander  dated 

[MasuliJ  patam  the  6th  of  this  month  advising  that  on  the    day his 

leaving  the  Pilot  the  French  gentlemen  that  were  on  board  took  away  from 
him  the  Command  of  the  ship  and  carried  him  to  that  Port.  Mr.  Pigot 
immediately  complained  to  Mr.  De  Leyrit  of  this  Proceeding  and  desired 
the  ship  might   be  ordered  to   Pondicherry  and  the  case  enquired  into.     The 

1   See  Hill  :  F\smr  Frenchmen  in  Bengal- 

■  For  the  incident  of  the  Restitution  See  M.  P.  L.  A-  R-,  Vol.  VI.  4542,  4564, 
4565." 

*  See  Dictionary  of  National  Biography. 
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ship  is  accordingly  ordered  to  Pondicherry.     That   as   some  objections   may 

perhaps to  our  claims,  it  will   be  necessary  that  we   transmit  to 

them  as  soon  as  possible  the  written  engagements  which  we  obliged  those 
gentlemen  to  enter  into  before  they  embarked,  and  they  are  persuaded  that 
Mr.  De  Leyrit1  upon  their  being  produced  will  order  both  the  ship  and  the 
prisoners  to  be  delivered  up.  That  enclosed  is  a  duplicate  of  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Pigot  to  Mr.  Drake  despatched  by  Pattamar  the  3rd  December  and 
being  written  upon  a  very  small  slip  of  paper  they  hope  it  has  been  safely 
conveyed.  That  Colonel  Forde  had  communicated  to  them  our  request  of 
the  16th  November  ;  and,  as  they  judged  it  to  be  of  great  importance  to  our 
affairs  that  he  should  proceed  as  soon  as  possible  to  our  Presidency,  they 
seconded  our  request,  and  he  has  complyed  so  far  as  to  take  his  passage  on 
the  [?  Sally"]  promising  that  he  will  remain  with  us  if  the  situation  of 
the  Company's  affairs  at  his  arrival  should  require  it.  Their  letter  of  the 
26th  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  ours  of  the  4th  of  this  month.  That 
the  day  before  they  had  the  satisfaction  to  hear  of  the  safe  arrival  at  Bombay 
of  the  Hon'ble    Company's    Ships  Ilaioke,  Latham,    York  and  Lord  Anson. 

That  we  are  perfectly  acquainted  how  it with  the  means  of  opposing  the 

enterprizes  of  such  a  force  as  the  enemy  are  sending  out,  and  as  the  troubles 
we  apprehended  are  at  an  end,  they  are  of  opinion  that  on  the  arrival  of  the 
Coast  and  Bay  Ships  with  us,  it  is  convenient  with  the  general  security  of 
the  Company's  affairs  that  a  part  of  our  troops  should  be  sent  to  strengthen 
that  Coast  where  it  is  highly  reasonable  to  think  the  Enemy's  force 
will  be  first  assembled  and  their  first  attempts  form'd.  That  Commodore 
Stevens  writes  the  President  under  date  .-ilst  December  that  his  Majesty's 
ship  the  Elizabeth  was  hove  down  and  the  leak  stopped,  that  he  was  fitting 
that  ship  with  the  rest  of  the  squadron  for  the  sea  which  he  hoped  to 
accomplish  in  about  three  weeks  time,  and  if  by  that  time  he  did  not  receive 
any  contrary  orders  from  Admiral  Pocock  he  should  take  the  route  he  was 
before  directed.  That  if  the  Admiral  should  be  at  Bengal  when  we  receive 
this  letter,  they  require  we  will  communicate  to  him  this  and  such  other 
intelligence  as  may  be  necessary  for  his  information. 

Mr.  Pigot's  Letter  to  Mr.  Drake  being  read, 

Order'd,  it  be  entered  after  this  day's  proceedings  as  it  contains  some 
intelligence  and  informs  particularly  of  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Stevens  with 
his  squadron    at  Bombay. 

Colonel  Lawrence,  By  the  same  vessel  we  rec'd  a  letter    from  Colonel  Lawrence,    dated  the 

ter.  20.  17th  January,  recommending  Captain  Caillaud  to  be  appointed  our  Major  in 

case  Colonel  Forde  does  not  meet  with  motives  sufficient  to  engage  him  to 
quit  his  Majesty's  Service  and  remain  with  us. 

Agreed,  we  write  to  Messrs.  ('live  and  Watts  and  transmit  them  the 
intelligence  we  have  rec'd  from  the  Coast  and  inform  them  of  the  arrival  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Forde  on  the  Sally. 

Agreed,  we  write  to  Mr.  Scrafton  and  transmit  him  enclosed  a  letter  to 
Mons.  Courtin  accepting  of  his  offer  of  delivering  himself  and  party  into  our 

hands   prisoners   of  war and   that    we  direct  Mr.  Scrafton  to 

procure  a  perwannah  for  their  coming  to  Calcutta  without  molestation. 

1  Duval  de  Leyrit  succeeded  in  February  1755  Godeheu,  the  immediate  successor 
to  Dupleix. 
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The  Elizabeth  being  near  her   departure  for  England  the  President    was 
^   t/^^  desired  to  prepare  a  letter   for    the    Select  Committee   to    be    forwarded  by 

P?  that  ship. 

Roger  Drake,  Junr. 


To  the  Hon'ble  Roger  Drake,  Esq., 

President  and  Governor  of  Fort  William. 

Sir, 

I  have  received  advice  from  Bombay  that  his  Majesty's  Ships  Elizabeth, 
Yarmouth,  Weymouth  and  Newcastle  under  the  command  of  Commodore 
Stevens  arrived  there  the  10th  October,  all  healthy  and  in  good  condition, 
except  a  leak  in  the  Elizabeth  which  it  was  hoped  to  be  stopped  very  shortly. 
Mr.  Stevens  being  in  expectation  of  the  Admiral  at  Bombay  had  no  thoughts 
of  leaving  that  place,  but  we  hope  Admiral  Pocock's  orders  have  reached 
him  before  this  time.  The  Queenborough  sailed  from  hence  for  Bengal  the 
23rd  October. 

By  the  same  Pallamar  from  Bombay,  I  received  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Secretary  James  to  the  Governor  of  Bombay,  10th  May  last,  advising 
as  follows : — 

"  The  Ships  llchester,  Worcester,  Grantham,  Fox  and  Elizabeth  destined 
for  the  Coast  and  Bay  did  not  sail  from  the  Portsmouth  till  the  fourth 
instant,  the  Committee  of  Secrecy  considering  the  preferability  of  their 
getting  upon  the  Coast. in  a  right  season,  having  given  the  Captains 
instructions  to  make  the  best  of  their  way  to  Bengal,  the  Governor  and 
Council  of  Fort  St.  George  cannot  but  apprehend  some  accident  has  be- 
fallen them.  To  put  them  out  of  their  pain,  therefore,  the  Gentlemen  of 
that  Committee  direct  that  you  do  send  them  immediate  advices  hereof 
by  land  as  likewise  by  the  first  sea  conveyances  that  offer,  and  at 
the  same  time  inform  them  that  orders  are  sent  by  the  same  ships  to  the 
President  and  Council  of  Fort  William  to  take  the  earliest  opportunities 
of  sending  to  Fort  St,  George  whatever  is  intended  for  that  Presidency, 
and  if  there  is  a  real  necessity  for  supplying  them  with  any  part  of  the 
treasure  or  recruits  on  the  said  ships,  they  are  to  forward  their  accounts  to 
Fort  St.  George  in  the  said  ship  or  ships,  as  they  shall  think  proper. 

I  hope  these  ships  have  reached  you  long  before  now  and  that  I 
shall  see  some  of  them  next  month  with  Admiral  Pocock,  to  whom  you  will 
be  pleased  to  communicate  the  contents  of  this  letter.  I  have  not  wrote  to 
him  as  he cypher. 

I  flatter  myself  the  arrival  of  the  Coast  and  Ray  Ships  with  you  will 
have  enabled  you  to  send  us  a  good  supply  of  men  and  military  stores. 
One  ship  more  arrived  at  Pondicherry  the  16th  October,  and  is  said  to 
have  landed  one  hundred  and  fifty  recruits.  They  are  by  all  accounts  in 
expectation  of  a  further  and  very  considerable  reinforcement,  and  it  is 
highly  necessary  we  should  be  placed  in  a  better    condition  to   oppose    their 

enterprizes   than    we  at    present   are.     The  safety  and ...of  Bengal  will 

depend  in    a  great  measure  upon  the  stand  which  can  be  made  against   their 
designs  upon  this  Coast,  for  after  they  have  carried  their  point  here,  there 
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will  be  nothing  to  prevent  their   proceeding  with  their  whole  collected   force 
to  Bengal.     The  Monsoon  keeps  everything  quiet  here  for  the  present. 

Colonel  Adlercron  with  several  other  officers  and  a  part  of  the 
Regiment  who  did  not  chuse  to  engage  in  the  Company's  Service  embarked 
for  England  on  the  Norfolk,  Princess  Augusta  and  Prince  Henry  Packet. 
The  number  enlisted  with  us  is  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  one. 

I  am, 

Sir, 
Your  most  Obedt.  Humble  Servant, 
George  Pigot. 

Fort  St.  George, 
3rd  December  1757. 
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Tuesday,      24th  At  a  Committee  present : 

Fshru&rv 

The  Hon'ble  Roger  Drake,  Esq.,  President. 
Chas.  Manningham,  Esq. 
Richard  Becher,  Esq. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  22nd  instant,  being  wrote  fair,  were  now  read, 
approved,  and  signed. 

Ballasore      ters.,  Rec'd  two   letters  from    Mr.    Charles    Stafford    Playdell   at    Ballasore, 

Nos.  21  &  22.  dated  17th  and  18th  February,  the  first  advising  of  his  having  sent  a  party 
of  100  men  after  the  French  prisoners  who  escaped  from  Calcutta  and  who 
were  gone  to  the  Southward.  The  other  informs  us  of  his  having  just  rec'd 
advice  that  the  party  sent  after  the  French  have  seized  twelve  of  them,  the 
rest  escaping  into  the  woods  ;  but,  as  there  are  people  in  search  of  them,  he 
hopes  they  will  not  escape. 

Mr.  Scrafton's  ter.  This  morning   we  received   a  letter  from   Mr.  Luke  Scrafton,  dated  at 

No.  23.  the  Great  Rumnia1  the  22nd,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of    our  letter  of 

the  18th.  That  since  tfoydoolub  left  that  place,  the  seals  had  not  been 
affixed  above  three  or  four  times  by  which  the  Hon'ble  Company's  affairs, 
as  well  as  all  business  whatever,  is  at  a  stand.  That  this  had  obliged  him  to 
attend  the  Nabob  to  his  Country  House,  where  by  much  importunity  he  got 

the  seals  open'd  the  night  before.     That  the   business perwannah,  as  also 

a  perwannah  for  the  Company  to  coin  2,50,000  Rs.  in  the  Dacca  Mint  are 
both  sealed.  That  as  soon  as  he  returns  the  City,  he  shall  despatch  what 
treasure  he  may  have  rec'd,  and  the  Company  and  private  sufferers. 

Colonel  Forde  being  arrived  on  the  Sally  and  in  town,  wrote  the 
Committee  a  letter  in  reply  to  our  address  of  the  14th  November  to  him, 
demanding  by  way  of  compensation  for  quitting  his  Majesty's  Service  the 
sum  of  5,000  £  in  hand,  in  case  he  remained  in  the  Company's  employ 
with  all  the  honours,  pay  and  emolument  as  our  Major. 

Order'd  Colonel  Forde's  letter  be  entered. 

As  the  Committee  do  not  think  themselves  authorized  to  give  Colonel 
Forde  an  answer  to  his  proposal  without  consulting  the  Council, 

Agreed,  his  lettter  be  layed  before  the  Board  for  consideration  and 
determination,  and  that  we  inform  them  of  our  having  applyed  to  Colonel 
Forde  to  come  to  Bengal  to  take  the  charge  of  our  Garrison  Major  with  our 
reasons  for  so  doing. 

Captain  Brohier  having  approved  of  the  report  layed  before  the  Board 
by  the  Master  Attendant  and  Pilots  and  Country  Commanders, 

Ordered,  the  Secretary  do  direct  Captains  Brohier  and  Wedderburn  to 
set  about  those  measures  immediately,  and  to  get  them  executed  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  that  they  deliver  into  Council  an  indent  of  the  stores  and 
materials  they  shall  be  in  want  of  for  preparing  the  fire  boats. 

Ordered,  the  Master  Attendant  be  likewise  to  remove [?  buoys] 

as  he  thinks  proper,  to  black  the  Pagoda  at  Ingeli,  and  keep  but  one  sloop 
at  a  time  in  the  Roads. 

Roger  Drake,  Junr. 

*  Kumnia=Hind.  ramna,  hunting  ground. 
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Saturday,        the  At  a  Committee  present : 

28th  February.  r 

The  Hon'ble  Roger  Drake,  Esq.,  President. 

Chas.  Manningham,  Esq. 

Richard  Becher,  Esq. 

The  Board  having  considered  Colonel  Forde's  proposal,  and  the 
Majority  thinking  it  would  by  making  a  contract  of  so  unprecedented  a  kind 
in  the  Company's  affairs  that  they  could  not  consent  to  that  part  of  Colonel 
Forde's  letter,  notwithstanding  they  were  sensible  of  the  disadvantage  it 
would  be  to  him  if  he  remained  in  India  : 

Agreed,  we  reply  to  Colonel  Forde's  letter  conformably  to  these  senti- 
/      ments  ;  but  at  the  same  time  that  we  acquaint  him  that  it  was  not  possible 
2M~/      in  Europe  to  forw**f\l  the  present  circumstances  of  the   Company's  affairs 
^       in  India  when  his  Majesty  thought  fit  to  recall  the  regiment  under  Colonel 
Aldercron,  and  as  the  Crown  had  already  shewn  a  particular  regard  to  the 
interests' and  welfare  of  our  Employers,  we  are  inclined  to  think  his  stay  at 
our  request,  in  such  an  emergency,  would  not  displease  his  Majesty,  nor 
lose  him  the  rank  he  bore  in  the  Service,  if  properly  represented  by  our 
Hon'ble  Masters  which  we  should   recommend  to  be  done  in   the  strongest 
terms,  and  that  he  may  be  assured  of  the  rank,   honours,   emoluments,  and 
allowances  as  our  Major,  in  case  ho  thinks  proper  to  remain  in  the  Com- 
pany's service. 

Roger  Drake,  Junr. 


To  the  Hon'ble  Roger  Drake,  Esq., 

President,  etc.,  and  the  other  Gentlemen  of  the 

Select  Committee  at  Fort  William. 


Gentlemen, 

In  compliance  with  the  favor  of  your  request,  signified  to  me  by  your 
letters  of  the  14th  November  1757,  the  triplicate  and  quadruplicate  whereof 
I  received,  I  took  the  first  opportunity  of  proceeding  from  the  Coast  for 
the  Bay. 

I  have  much  at  heart,  no  man  more,  the  interests  of  the  East  India 
Company,  and  shall  be  extremely  happy  if  I  can  be  instrumental  in  pro- 
moting the  public  service  in  these  parts.  However,  as  I  risque  incurring 
his  Majesty's  displeasure  by  remaining  here,  and  must  quit  the  Com- 
mission I  at  present  hold  in  his  service,  with  all  my  future  prospects, 
which  are  pretty  considerable,  I  cannot  in  justice  to  my  family  embrace 
your  polite  offer  without  something  certain  by  way  of  compensation  for  the 
risque  I  run.  I  flatter  myself,  Gentlemen,  that  you  yourselves,  will  think 
me  very  moderate  that  compensation  at  five  thousand  pounds  in  hand, 
exclusive  of  the  pay,  emoluments  and  honours  annexed  to  the  Commission 
as  your  Major. 
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I  communicated  the  letter,  with  which  you  favored  me,  to  the  Gentle- 
men'of  the  Select  Committee  at  Fort  St.  George,  and  herewith  enclose  to 
youthe  answer  1  received  from  them  on  that  occasion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  most  Obedient  Humble  Servant, 

Frans.  Forde. 


Calcutta,  23rd  February,  1758. 


FORT  WILLIAM,  the  2nd  March  1758. 

Thursday,  the  2nd  At  a  Committee  present : 

March. 

The  Hon'ble  Roger  Drake,  Esq.,  President. 
Chas.  Manningham,  Esq. 
Richard  Becher,  Esq. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  24th  and  25th  instant,  being  wrote  fair,  were 
now  read,  approved  and  signed. 

Col.  Clive's   ter.  On  the  27th,  wo  received  a  letter  from  Colonel  Olive,  dated  near  Patna, 

No.  24.  the  13th  February,  informing  us  that  the of  Mr.  Watts'  his  visit  to  the 

Nabob  was  that  he   would about)  Ramnarain  as  soon  as  he  had  seen 

the  Colonel went  to  visit  him  the  day  before  and  had  the  pleasure  of 

in  Ramnarain  is  to  be  confirmed  in  the  Government.  That,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  letter  from  the  Chief  and  Coun[cil  of]  Patna,  he  had  requested 
the  Nabob  to  grant  the  Com[pany]  the  exclusive  perwannah  for  discharging 
salt  [petre  on]  the  same  terms  as  granted  to  Coja  Wazeed,1  and  that  [there 
is]  reason  to  think  the  request  would  be  comply'd  with. 

Mr.  Boddam,2  and  Captain  Wedderburn,3  being from  Chinsurah, 

lay  before  the  Committee  copy  [of  a]  letter  they  wrote  to  Mr.  Bisdom  upon 
the  subject sent  to  treat  of. 

The  Letters  and  Proceedings  to  be  transmitted ...Europe  p« 

Elizabeth,  being  wrote  fair,  were 

Jdr.  Bisdom's  ter.  This  instant,  we  received  a  letter  from Adrian 

No.  25.  Bisdom,  Esq.,  Directore  at  Chinsurah 1st,  acquainting 

us  he  had  consulted  his  Com the  subject  Messrs.  Boddam 

and  Wedderburn ...to  him,  but  tho'   they  were   extremely 

in  any  means  for  the  good  of  our ........nor  esteem  themselves 

authorized  to  do might  be  construed  a  breach  of  their  strict 

, which  their  High  Mightinesses  had  open They 

should    observe   between  the  belligerent therefore    desired 

to  be  excused  giving  their , 

Agrred,  we  reply  to  that  letter  of  Mr.  Bisdom's  that  we  are  sorry  they 
do  not  think  themselves  authorized  to  concur  with  us  in  the  measures  we 
proposed  for  preventing  these  Provinces  being  involved  in  troubles.  That 
our  present  situation  requires  our  taking  every  step  in  our  power  for  the 
security  of  our  Settlement.  That  we  flatter  ourselves,  therefore,  they  will 
not  take  amiss  our  insisting  that  none  of  their  sloops  remain  in  Ballasore 
Road  till  the  season  approaches  for  their  expected  ships.  But  that,  as  it 
may  happen  vessels  belonging  to  their  nation  may  arrive  here  before  the 
usual  season,  we  are  ready  to  permit  one  or  two  of  their  pilots  to  go  on 
board  the  sloop  we  shall  keep  in  Ballasore  Road  ;  or,  if  they  approve,  our 
pilots  shall  have  orders  to  bring  any  Dutch  Ship  into  the  River  that  shall 

1  Khwaja  Wazid,  an  Armenian  merchant.  See  references!  in  Hill :  Bengal  in 
1756-7. 

«     Thomas  Boddam,  arrived  3rd  August  1740.     Chief  at  Balasore  in  1756-7. 

•  Captain  Henry  Wedderburn  died  17th  November  1777  and  buried  in  S.  Park  St. 
Burial  Ground.     Bengal  Obituary,  p.  70. 
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arrive  while  their  sloop  are  absent,  on  the  same  terms  as  they  bring  in 
our  own. 

Order'd  the  Secretary  to  give  the  Master  Attendant  instructions 
conformable  to  the  import  of  the  above  letter  and  direct  him  to  give  the 
pilots  who  lay  in  the  Road  orders  to  oblige  the  Dutch  Sloops  to  leave  it  by 
force,  if  they  will  not  by  fair  means. 

Order'd  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Garrison  likewise  to  be  directed 
to  stop  their  sloops  in  the  passage  down  the  River,  and  oblige  them  to  return. 

Roger  Drake,  Junr, 


FORT  WILLIAM,  the  20th  March  1758. 

-day,   the  20th  At  a  Committee  present  : 

March  1758. 

The  Hon'ble  Roger  Drake,  Esq.,  President. 

Chas.  Manningham,  Esq. 

Richard  Becher,  Esq. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  2nd  instant,  being  wrote  fair,  were  now  read, 
approved,  and  signed. 

Ballasore  ters.  Noa.         Rec'd    two   letters    from    Mr.    Charles  Stafford    Playdell    at    Ballasore, 
26  &  27.  dated  the   14th  and  16th  March,  the  first  desiring  us  to  send  him  15  or  20 

Europeans  to  defend  a  fascine  battery  he  proposes  erecting  on  the  point  of 
land,  and  the  latter  informing  us  that  30  of  the  French  prisoners  were  at 
Cuttack  under  confinement  of  the  Government  there.  That  he  heard  50 
more  were  on  the  way  to  Ballasore,  and  had  taken  measures  to  prevent 
their  passing. 

Fort  St,  George.  By  the   Diligent  Sloop  we  rec'd  a  letter  from  the  Select  Committee  at 

ter.  28.  ]?ort  St.  George,   dated  the  20th  February  with  50  barrels  of  gunpowder. 

•Olive  and  Watt's  This  morning  we  received  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Clive  and  Watts,  dated  the 

ter.  29.  6th  instant  at  Pockypoor,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  our  letters  of  the  28th 

January  and  21st  February,  and  acquainting  us  that  after  great  solicitation 

and ,  the  Nabob  had  been  prevailed  upon    to  make  Ramnarain  the 

Nabob   of  Patna,  that  this  day  he  has in  the   English   interest. 

That  a  perwannah  is  likewise  drawing   out  for  the   exclusive   priviledges 

of salt  petre.     That  they  cannot  avoid  differing  greatly  in  opinion 

from  us  on  the  subject  of  requesting  the  Nabob  to  have  a  large  force  at 
Houghly  to  be  ready  for  assistance  against  our  enemies.  That  such  a 
publication  of  our  fears  and  weakness  would,  they  think,  be  a  step  the 
most  improper  and  most  prejudicial  to  the  Company's  interest  that  could 
be  taken.     That  Meer  Jaffier  has  long  since  forgot  the  services  rendered  him 

by  the  English,  and  looks  upon  him upon   his  power,  reputation 

and  authority.     The  consequences  of  this  application  to  the  Nabob 

and  the  refusal  to  fulfil  the  rest  of  his  Treaty  ;  neither  does  the  prospect 
of  danger  appear  so  near  as  to  oblige  them  to  make  known  our  apprehen- 
sions of  the  French  to  the  Provinces.  That  a  stout  body  of  men  a  thousand 
seepoys  has  been  raised  within  these  few  days,  and  Colonel  Clive  begs  leave 
to  recommend  it  to  us  to  purchase  as  many  small  arms  as  can  be  procured. 

The  Hon'ble  Company's  Ships  Boscawen,  Grantham  and  Fox  being 
under  dispatch  for  the  Coromandel  Coast, 

Agreed  we  write  to  the  Select  Committee  of  Fort  St.  George  by  those 
ships,  and  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  their  letters  of  the  17th  and  26th 
January  and  20th  February,  with  the  50  barrels  of  powder  per  sloop 
Speedwell,  That  the  recruits  from  England  this  season  are  so  inconsiderable, 
we  cannot  pretend  to  return  them  any  of  the  Europeans  belonging  to  the 
Detachment  from  their  Presidency  ;  but  that,  had  the  army  returned  from 
Patna  in  time,  we  intended  to  have  sent  back  part  of  their  Seepoys.  That 
they  will  find  we  have  supplied  their  Presidency  very  amply  with  salt-petre 
by  every  conveyance  we  could  send  any  on.  That  we  hope  therefore  they 
will  in  return  send  us  a  large  supply  of  gunpowder,  and  if  any  18  and  2L 
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pound  shott  could  be  spared  they  would  be  very  acceptable.  That  in  regard 
to  the  Ship  Restitution,  we  can  only  say  :  It  was  proposed  by  us  having 
being  taken  up  solely  for  the  use  of  the  French  passengers  would  have 
been  a  sufficient  sanction  for  the  ship,  more  especially  as  it  was  not  possible 
to  procure  a  regular  [  ?  cartel]  from  Fondicherry  in  time,  and  as  the  French 
in  Bengal  being  prisoners  had  no  power  to  giv«  a  passport.  That  we  think 
the  seizing  of  her  and  carrying  her  into  Musslapatam  in  the  manner  the 
French  did,  was  a  groat  breach  of  the  law  of  nations.  We  flatter  ourselves, 
therefore,  that  Mr.  De  Leyrit  will  order  the  ship  to  be  delivered  up,  when 
he  is  informed  of  the  circumstances,  which  we  request  they  will  represent 
to  him  in  the  strongest  light  they  can. 

Agreed  likewise  that  we  write  to  Admiral  Pocock  by  [  ?  the  same  ships 
and  |  congratulate  bis  arrival  on  the  [  ?  Oracals  of]  which  we  have  been 
informed  of  by  private  letters.  That  nothing  material  has  occurred  since 
his  departure,  but  the  confirmation  of  Ramnarain  in  the  government  of 
Patna.  That  Mons.  Oourtin  and  a  small  party  of  Frenchmen  have  sur- 
rendered themselves  prisoners  of  war.  That  the  attention  and  regard  he 
has  always  shown  for  the  Company's  interests  in  general,  the  particular 
knowledge  he  has  of  the  condition  of  this  Settlement  and  its  importance  to 
our  Employers  make  us  flatter  ourselves  that  he  will  take  all  measures  to  be 
informed  it"  the  French  are  meditating  anything  against  the  tranquility  of 
these  provinces,  and  that  he  will  sail  to  our  relief  upon  the  first  notice  of 
our  being  in  danger. 

Roger  Drake,  Junr. 


To  the  Hon'ble  Adrian  Bisdom,  Esq., 

Director  at  Chinsurah. 

Hon'ble  Sir  &  Sirs, 

In  compliance  with  what  you  desired  of  us  on   our  taking order, 

as  your  signified  to  impart  to  your  Master  Attendant  and  Gentlemen,  we 

now  acquaint  you  of  the    most   material   things   that   are   required... in 

behalf  of  your  Hon'ble  Employers,  the  whole,  we  doubt  not,  as  they  [tend  to 
the]  general  good,  you  will  readily  concur  to. 

That  you  will  be  pleased  to  order  to  be  taken  up  all  your  buoys  below 
Ingellie. 

If  possible  to  avoid  sending  any  of  your  sloops  into  the  Road.  We 
[conceive]  that  on  this  step  would  be  of  great  service.  Our  Pilots  will  have 
directions  to  bring  on  your  ships. 

Should  you  be  desirous  to  have   your   own   pilots    to   attend   in   or   at 

your.... in   such   a   case   you   may    (if  you   think   proper)  order  such  a 

number  of  pilots  as  you  judge  may  be  wanted  for  your  service  on  board  each 
of  our  pilot  sloops  who  attend  the  Road. 

It  would  also  be  advisable  to  have  one  or  two  of  your  sloops  at 
Cudweree,  not  lower  down,  since  a  risk  of  their  pilots  being  taken  out  by 
the  enemies we  should  be  able  to  send  them  advise  to  retire. 

Should  you  think  our  mention  of  taking  your  pilots  on  board  our 
sloops,  and  that  of  desiring  your  sloops  not  to  take  the  Road. 
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We,  then  desire  you  would  only  let  one  sloop  at  a  time  be  in  the  Road 
and  [give]  directions  accordingly,  and   order   your   pilots    to   receive   such 

£?  signs]  and  instructions  from  ours,  as  we  may  esteem  necessary   to 

in  order  to  know  our  Friend  from  our  Foe. 

After  the  above,  we  think  it  highly  necessary  to  acquaint  you  with 
our  intentions  and  the  means  we  propose  to  prevent  the  enemy  coming  up 
[the  River]. 

To  lift  up  all  our  buoys. 

To  place  a  buoy  by  way  of  decoy  on  the  winside  of  the  Burranhatta. 
Buoy  of  Cowhalty  to  be  layed  upon  the  head   of   the    Long   Sands   and 
the... to  be  layed  in  mid  channel!.     To  blacken  the  mosque  at  Ingellee. 

In  case  we  should  be  obliged  to  sink  any  vessels  or    boat   in   the 

or  make  other  alterations,  we  shall  take  care  that  you  shall  be 

We  [beg]  what  we  have  wrote  may  be  only  communicated  to  your 
Committee,  and  that  their  transactions  may  be  kept  as  secret  as  the  [nature] 
of  the  business  will  admit  of,  lest  it  may  come  to  our  enemies  who  would 
doubtless  make  great  advantage  from  such  intelligence proceedings. 

We  are  respectfully, 
Hon'ble  Sir, 
Your  most  [obedient]  humble  servants, 

Thos.  Boddam, 
H.  Weddkrburn. 


Chinsura,  2nd  March,  1758. 


FORT  WILLIAM,  the  31st  March  1758. 

Friday,  the  31st  At  a  Committee  present : 

March. 

The  Hon'ble  Roger  Drake,  Esq.,  President. 
Chas.  Manningham,  Esq. 
Richard  Becher,  Esq. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  20th  instant,  being  wrote  fair,  were  now  read, 
approved,  and  signed. 

Adml.    Pococke's  On  the  27th,  we   rec'd  a   letter  from  George   Pocock,  Esq.,   dated   on 

ter.  No.  30.  board  the  Tyger  in  the  Madras  Road  the  6th  instant,  advising  us  of  his 
arrival  there  on  the  23rd  February,  and  that  he  found  the  French  had 
made  no  progress  with  their  arms  since  the  taking  of  Chittipurt,  but  lyes 
quiet  encamped  without  Pondicherry.  That  Mr.  Stevens  may  be  expected 
there  every  day,  as  he  started  from  Anjengo  the  8th  of  last  month,  and  that 
we  will  please  to  give  him  as  early  notice  as  possible,  in  case  any  attempts 
should  be  made  by  the  enemy  against  our  Settlement. 

Col.  dive's   ter.  Rec'd  a  letter  from  Colonel  Olive,  in  camp  near  Patna,  the  17th   March, 

No.  31.  advising   us   that   he    had   rec'd  proper  sunnuds  from  the  Nabob  for  the  ex- 

clusive privilege  of  purchasing  saltpetre  in  Bahar. 

B'bay  ter.  No.  32.  Rec'd  a  letter  from  the  Select  Committee  at    Bombay,    dated    the   30th 

November,  forwarded  to  us  via  Madras,  acquainting  us  that  our  letter  of  the 
16th  July,  with  a  separate  one  from  Colonel  Olive  of  the  27th,  did  not  arrive 
till  the  26th  November,  and  that  they  had  however  forwarded  one  copy  to 
the  Gulph  of  Persia,  and  should  transmit  the  other  by  future  conveyance  by 
sea  or  land  ;  and  that  it's  with  the  utmost  pleasure  they  observed  our  fixing 
Jaffier  Ally  Cawn  in  the  Subahship  has  been  attended  with  such  advantages 
to  the  Company. 

There  being  a  sloop  bound  to  the  Goromandel  Coast, 

Agreed,  we  write  to  Admiral  Pocock  by  her,  and  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  his  letter  of  the  6th  February,  by  which  we  have  the  pleasure  of 
being  confirmed  in  the  intelligence  we  had  rec'd  of  his  arrival.  That  hitherto 
nothing  had  interrupted  the  peace  and  quiet  of  this  province,  but  we  have 
great  reasons  to  apprehend  from  all  reports  the  French  are  meditating  a 
more  than  ordinary  blow,  and  as  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  expulsion  of 
the  English  from  Bengal  is  their  object,  we  flatter  ourselves,  therefore,  he 
will  take  such  measures  to  be  early  informed  of  their  designs,  and  that  he 
will  bring  the  Squadron  to  our  relief  the  moment  he  is  informed  of  any 
attempt  being  made  upon  this  Settlement. 

Roger  Drake,  Junr. 


FORT  WILLIAM,  the  14th  April  1758. 

VtTnU  ^  Hth  At  a  Committee  Present : 

The  Hon'ble  Roger  Drake,  Esq.,  President. 
Chas.  Manningham,  Esq. 
Richard  Becher,  Esq. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  31st  ultimo,  being  wrote  fair,  were   now   read, 
approved,  and  signed. 

Col.  Olive's    ter.  ^        On  the  12th,  we  rec'd  a  letter  from  Robert  Olive,   Esq.,    dated    the   1st 

No.  33.  instant,   at   Patna,   informing    us   the   Army  had  that  morning  began  their 

march  10  cosses,  but  that  he  believed  they  would  make  a  halt  for  3  or  4  days 

for   the    Minister  who  is  gone  upon  a  visit  of  devotion,  it  being  necessary  for 

many  reasons  that  they  should  not  outmarch  the  Nabob. 

*'    n'    q^orge  -By  the  Hardioick  we  received  a  letter   from    the   Select    Committee   at 

er.  in«.  6  .  -porj.  gk  George,  dated  the  25th  March,  transmitting  us  a  copy  from  Mr.  de 
Bussy  to  Count  d'Argenson,  Minister  of  War,  and  several  other  principal 
persons  in  France  which  they  had  rec'd  from  the  Secret  Committee  in 
England,  and  advising  us  of  the  arrival  of  Commodore  Stevens  the  day 
before  with  his  Majesty's  Squadron  from  Bombay. 

i  aQy*terS'    ^°*  Enclosed  in  the  above  letter  we  received  two  from  the  Select  Committee 

at  Bombay,  both  dated  the  17th  January — informing  us  they  had  learned 
by  private  overland  advices  that  the  6'yren  sloop  arrived  in  England  in  less 
than  four  months.  That,  it  appearing  by  a  letter  they  have  lately  inter- 
cepted, dated  at  Gottenburgh  the  8th  January  last  and  addressed  to  *  \ 
Mr.  Christopher  Henry  Broad  at  Surat,  that  the  Swedes  are  desirous  of  //*  a  a 
establishing  their  Factory  in  Bengal,  and  for  that  purpose  direct  him  to 
proceed  hither,  to  inform  them  regarding  it,  they  think  it  necessary  to  apprize 
us  of  their  intention,  that  we  may  take  suitable  measures  on  the  occasion. 
The  other  letter  of  the  same  date  informs  us  they  had  taken  into  considera- 
fyjLlsii  .  tion  the  loss  which  will  arrive  to  Mr.  Man1  by  their  being  under  a  necessity 
of  detaining  him  there  some  time  to  survey  and  superintend  the  fortifica- 
tions,  unless   we   will   please  to  direct  that  the  Commanding  Officer   of  the 

Artillery  Company  designed  for  Mr.  Man  shall  reserve  that  the  like 

of  it  for  his  benefit.     They  request,  therefore,  our  compliance 

therein,  from  his  arrival  there  on  the  27th  December  till  such  time  as  he  is 
able  to  proceed  to  Calcutta,  which  they  flatter  themselves  we  shall  esteem 
justly  due  to  him,  as  his  stay  there  is  in  obedience  to  the  Hon'ble 
Company's  commands.  / 

B'bay  ter.  No.  37.  Captain  John  Govin,  being  arrived  in  town  delivered  us  a    letter   from      /  70^4jr 

the  Select  Committee  at  Bombay  dated  the  23rd  December,  recommending 
Capt.  Govin  to  our  favor  we  will  confer  on  him  the  Command  of  their 
Detachment. 

Mr.  Becher  desires  leave  to  minute  that  as  he  esteems  the  consideration 
of  the  acquired  lands  to  be  a  most  essential  point  to  our  Employers,  he  shall 
give  his  sentiments  thereon  at  large,  and  has  drawn  up  the  same  in  a  letter 
to  the  Committee. 

x  See  General  Letter  from  the  Court  11th  November  1757. 
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Mr.  Becher's  letter  being  read, 

Ordered  it  be  entered,  and 

Agreed,  that  Mr.  Frankland  be  desired  to  lay  before  us  as  soon  as 
possible  a  recital  of  his  proceedings  in  the  course  of  his  progress  around  the 
Company's  territories  with  an  abstract  of  the  information  he  may  have 
procured  concerning  the  revenues  and  rents  to  be  collected  by  the  Company, 
and  what  we  are  to  pay  the  Nabob,  as  likewise  all  other  matters  which  he 
may  think  it  necessary  to  lay  before  the  Committee  for  their  guide  in  the 
further  management  of  that  valuable  acquisition. 

Roger  Drake,  Junr. 

Hon'ble  Sir  and  Sirs, 

At  the  time  Mr.  Frankland  was  appointed  by  the  Committee  to  take  a 
survey  of  the  lands,  I  proposed  other  some  gentleman  or  gentlemen  might  be 
appointed  to  accompany  him  in  the  survey  ;  but,  as  the  rest  of  the  Committee 
was  of  a  different  opinion,  I  acquiesced,  induced  thereunto  by  an  imagination 
that  the  survey  would  be  compleated  in  a  month,  and  that  then  a  statement 
would  be  laid  before  the  Committee,  and  they  would  take  into  consideration 
what  means  could  be  used  to  answer  to  occasion  this  acquisition  to  be  most 
beneficial  to  our  Employers,  but  as  I  find  so  long  a  time  as  three  months  has 
elapsed  since  Mr.  Frankland  set  out  on  his  survey,  and  as  yet  we  have  no 
account  laid  before  us  ;  nor,  as  I  am  in  formed  can  expect  any  for  some 
months — this  has  induced  me  to  give  as  my  opinion  that  two  other  gentlemen 
be  immediately  joined  with  Mr.  Frankland  and  form  a  Committee  for  the 
management  of  the  acquired  lands  ;  that  they  may  be  directed  to  give  the 
strictest  attention  in  collecting  the  revenues  and  administration  of  justice,  that 
the  inhabitants  may  be  induced  to  live  under  our  protection,  which  will,  i£ 
properly  attended  to  make  our  new  acquisitions  a  most  valuable  branch  of 
the  Company's  estate.  This  Committee  should  be  directed  to  lay  their 
proceedings  weekly,  or  at  least  monthly,  before  the  Council  or  Select  Com- 
mittee, and  from  them  receive  such  orders  as  they  may  judge  proper  to  give 
for  the  better  conducting  of  this  affair.  As  the  Company  have  thought 
proper  to  appoint  committees  for  the  management  of  the  business  of  less  con- 
sequence, I  can't  help  thinking  they  will  disapprove  of  so  vast  a  tract  being 
left  to  one  gentleman,  who,  tho'  I  am  very  ready  to  acknowledge  is  indefati- 
gable in  business,  yet  1  can't  think  him  or  any  one  person  equal  to  the  task  ; 
and,  of  course,  mucii  must  be  left  to  the  Natives,  and  I  can't  help  objecting  to 
the  person  employed  immediately  under  Mr.  Frankland — a  fellow  notoriously 
known  to  have  acted  under  Manickchand,1  while  the  Moors  were  in  possession 
of  Calcutta,  and,  if  not  falsely  accused,  prejudiced  the  English  as  much  as  he 
could.  In  what  light  must  we  appear  to  have  such  a  man  employed,  not 
only  in  the  collection  of  the  Companys'  Investment,  but  also  in  the  revenues 
and  government  of  such  vast  tract  of  country.  1  do  not  doubt  but 
Messrs.  Manninghan  and  Frankland  take  all  the  care  in  their  power  to 
prevent  Cossenaut2  doing  anything  to  the  prejudice  of  their  Employers  ;  but 
1    am    very   well  convinced,  and  so  must  anybody  be  that  has  resided  long  in 

1  Manik  Chand.     Vide  Hill  :  Bengal  in  1756-7. 

2  Kasi  Nath.  See  Calendar  of  Persian  Correspondence,  [I.  i*.  D.],  Vol.  *>  ^oe'  '  an<^ 
467.  Hill  Op.  Cit.  Vol.  I,  p.  58.  Kasi  Nath  in  1775  gave  evidence  at  the  previous  Nanda 
Kumar  trial. 
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Bengal,  that  let  masters  be  ever  so  diligent,  the  natives  employed  under 
them  will  have  great  authority  and  power  to  prejudice  their  Employers, 
especially  in  such  an  affair  as  the  present— the  lands  being  so  extensive  that 
the  masters  can  be  little  known,  and  the  servant  will  have  all  the  sway.  I 
must,  therefore,  earnestly  crave  that  a  Committee  be  appointed,  to  consist 
or!  three  or  more,  as  may  be  judged  proper.  In  this  I  flatter  myself  the 
Gentlemen  will  acquiesce,  as  it  can't  possibly  be  of  prejudice  to  our  Employ- 
ers, but  may  be  of  essential  service  to  them. 

I  am  with  respect, 
Hon'ble  Sir  and  Sirs, 
Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
Richard  Becher. 

Calcutta,  the  14th  April,  1758. 


To  the  Hon'ble  Roger  Drake,  Esq.,  etc., 

Gentlemen  of  the  Select  [  Committee'}* 


FORT  WILLIAM,  the  24th  April  1758. 

Monday,  the  24th  At  a  Committee  present  3 

The  Hon'ble  Roger  Drake,  Esq.,  President. 
Chas.  Manningham,  Esq. 
Richard  Becher,  Esq. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  14th  instant,  being  wrote  fair,  were  now   read, 
approved,  and  signed. 

Fort    St.  George  By  the  Carolina  Snow,  we  received  a  letter  from  the  Select  Committee 

Letter  No.  38.  0f  J?0rt  gt#  George,  dated  31st  March,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  our 
advice  of  the  21st  January  by  his  Majesty's  Squadron  ;  and  that,  should  any 
vessel  leave  the  River,  after  the  receipt  of  that  letter,  they  desire  we  will 
send  up  such  other  of  the  French  prisoners  as  remain  in  Bengal  with  our 
remarks  on  the  behaviour  of  those  we  may  judge  as  have  infringed  their 
paroles. 

Roger  Drake,  Junr, 


FORT  WILLIAM,  the  12th  May  1758. 

Fryday,  the  12th  At  a  Committee  present  : 

May. 

The  Hon'ble  Roger  Drake,  Esq.,  President. 

Chas.  Manningham,  Esq. 

Richard  Becher,  Esq. 

The  Proceedings  of  the   24th   ultimo   being    wrote  fair,    were   read, 
approved,  and  signed. 
Fort  St.  George  On  the  4th  instant,  we  rec'd   a   letter   from   the   Select   Committee   at 

Letter  No.  39.  Fort  St.  George,  dated  the  21st  April,  informing  us  that  the  Select 
Oommittee  at  Bombay  acquaint  them  that  some  advices  rec'd  from  Poonah 
say  Nijam  Ally  is  in  close  friendship  with  his  brother  Salabut  Jung  ;  and  that 
their  forces  are  collected  on  the  plains  of  Aurungabad,  and  that  Mr.  Bussy 
is  endeavouring  to  persuade  the  former  to  proceed  to  Muxadavad  :  but  that 
they  find  from  some  intercepted  letters  from  Mr.  Bussy  that  we  need  be 
under  no  apprehension  of  such  an  event  ;  that  those  letters  contain  a 
particular  account  of  the  state  of  affairs  there ;  and  from  them,  they 
learn  that  everything  is  now  in  perfect  tranquility,  and  Nijam  Ally's  designs 
on  the  Provinces  near  Outtak  laid  entirely  aside. 

Bombay,     Letter  Enclosed  in  the  above  we  rec'd  a  letter  from  the    Select    Committee   at 

No.  40.  Bombay,    dated    the   9th    March,  advising  us  that  they  had  just  learnt  from 

their  Agent  at  Poonah  the  intelligence  as  mentioned  in  the  above  letter  from 
Fort  St.  George.  That  our  favor  by  the  Revenge  reached  them  on  the  23rd 
January,  and  they  were  heartily  glad  to  learn  from  the  Select  Committee  at 
Madras  that  Mr.  Olive's  marching  inland  with  the  Subah  had  quieted  all 
disturbances,  as  it  is  entirely  out  of  their  power  to  spare  us  any  more  people, 
but  shall  endeavour  to  supply  us  with  a  quantity  of  Musquet  powder  by  the 
first  opportunity.  That  their  Agent  &  Co.,  at  Gombroon,  advising  them, 
Tinder  the  18th  January,  that  a  French  Crivzer,  which  they  suppose  to  be 
the  Bristol,  who  had  lately  been  at  Mahi,1  appeared  some  days  off  that 
place,  and  continued  to  be  at  anchor  within  Larach.  The  French  give  out 
they  are  destined  to  bring  down  a  French  Merchant's  ship  which  has  lain 
some  time  at  Bussorah,  but  they  recommend  it  to  us  to  caution  all  English 
vessels  bound  to  the  Gulph  to  be  prepared  against  her,  least  she  should 
continue  in  this  station. 

Fort    St.  George  Late   last   night,    Captain    Sutherland    of   the    Lion  sloop  came  up  and 

Letter  No.  48.  delivered  a  letter  from  the  Select  Committee  at  Fort  St.  George,  dated  the 
3rd  May,  advising  us  that  the  28th  ultimo  appeared  off  Fort  St.  David  a 
French  Squadron  of  eleven  sail,  seven  of  which  anchored  there,  two  kept  in 
the  offing  and  two  proceeded  to  Pondicherry.  That  the  next  morning 
Mr.  Pocock,  having  looked  into  all  the  ports  to  the  southward,  came  in  sight 
of  the  Enemy,  who  stood  away  so  fast  that  they  were  ten  leagues  to  the 
northward  of  Pondicherry  before  our  Squadron  could  come  up  to  engage 
them :  that  they  refer  us  to  the  inclosed  copy  of  the  Admiral's  letter  to  them 
for  an  account  of  the  action.  That  it  was  fortunate  he  fell  in  with  them  so 
early   as   to   prevent   them    landing   their  men,  which   they   seem  to  have 

1  Mahe,  still  a  French   possession. — A   place  name  commemorating  Admiral  Francaia 
Mahe  de  la  Bourdonais. 
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designed  to  do  at  Fort  St.  David,  and  to  have  laid  seige  to  that  place 
immediately,  as  a  body  of  troops  from  Pondicherry  entered  the  Benuder,  and 
took  possession  of  the  Garden  House  early  in  the  morning  of  the  24th.  That 
they  had  no  further  news  of  the  Enemy's  fleet.  That  they  had  recommended 
to  Admiral  Pocock  to  make  a  stretch  to  the  southward  as  high  as  Nega- 
patam,  and  then  sweep  down  the  Coast  again  as  far  as  Fort  St.  David,  as  the 
more  likely  way  of  falling  in  with  them,  if  they  resolve  upon  the  southern 
station. 

Ordered  Admiral  Pocock's  letter  to  the  Select  Committee  at  Fort  St. 
George  be  entered,  and 

Agreed,  copies  both  of  his  letter  and  the  Select  Committee's  letter  be 
transmitted  to  Colonel  Clive,  who,  we  hear,  is  arrived  at  Muxadavad. 

Roger  Drake,  Junr, 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Admiral  Pocock  to  the  Select  Committee  at 

Fort  St.  George. 

Yarmouth, 

Off  Sadras, 

30th  April,  1758. 

Gentlemen, 

This  is  to  acquaint  you  that  yesterday  morning,  running  down  the 
Coast,  I  saw  seven  ships  in  St.  David's  Road  getting  under  sail.  Soon  after 
I  made  the  signal  for  knowing  each  other,  which  they  not  answering,  I 
concluded  they  were  the  Enemy  :  upon  which  I  made  the  signal  for  a  general 
chase  ;  but,  at  noon,  they  being  joined  by  two  ships  that  were  in  the  offing, 
and  forming  themselves  into  a  line  of  battle  ahead,  I  thought  it  necessary  to 
do  the  same.  A  little  before  three  in  the  afternoon,  1  bore  down  upon  the 
French  Commanding  Ships,  and  made  the  signal  to  engage  which  was 
continued  till  near  five,  when  the  French  Commodore1  broke  the  line,  and 
bore  away  with  his  whole  Squadron  ;  on  which  I  made  the  signal  to  chase, 
but,  observing  they  were  joined  by  two  ships  to  the  leeward,  and  night 
approaching,  made  the  signal  to  leave  off  chase,  and  wore  and  stood  to  the 
South-West  in  order  to  keep  to  windward  of  them,  expecting  to  be  able  to 
engage  them  this  morning,  but  as  they  showed  no  lights  in  the  night,  we 
have  seen  nothing  of  them  since. 

The  loss  of  the  Squadron  in  general  has  not  been  very  considerable. 
The  Yarmouth's  yards  and  masts  much  damaged,  and  between  thirty  and 
forty  men  killed  and  wounded.  The  number  in  other  ships  is  yet  unknown. 
No  commissioned  officer  is  killed,  except  Lieutenant  Hayter  of  the  Cumber- 
land. It  did  not  appear  that  the  French  suffered  much  in  their  masts  and 
yards,  though  L  imagine  they  must  in  their  hulls,  as  our  fire  was  directed 
to  w 

1  D'Ache  on  Le  Zodiaque-  For  an  account  of  the  sea  fight  off  Nngapatam  on  April 
29th,  eee  Mallepon  History  of  the  French  in  India,  pp.  517  et  seq.  Malleson  gives  the  date 
as  April  28.     Orme  :  History  of  the  Military  Transactions,  etc.,  Book  IX 
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Monday,  the  29th  At  a  Committee  present : 

May,  11  A.  M.* 

The  Hon'blb  Roger  Drake,  Esq.,  President, 

Robert  Olive,  Esq. 

William  Watts,  Esq. 

Charles  Manningham,  Esq. 

Richard  Becher,  Esq. 

fort  St.  George  Ry  a  vessel  from  Madras  the  20th  instant,   we  received  a   letter  from 

'ter  No.  42.  the  Select  Committee  there,  dated  the  9th,  informing  us  they  had  received 
intelligence,  that  the  French  Admiral's  Ship,  the  Bien-Aim4x  of  74  guns 
received  so  much  damage  in  the  engagement  that  she  was  obliged  to  run 
ashore  early  the  next  morning  near  Allumparva,  and  that  it  was  confidently 
reported  another  of  their  ship  is  foundered  at  sea.  That  our  Squadron, 
having  suffered  much  in  their  rigging,  could  not  keep  to  windward  as 
well  as  the  French  ships,  which  made  the  best  of  their  way  to  the  South- 
ward ;  and,  by  a  letter  from  Fort  St.  David,  dated  the  5th,  they  learn 
that  one  of  them  had  anchored  in  Pondicherry  Road,  and  five  more  were 
in  sight.  That  they  enclose  an  account  of  the  strength  of  the  French 
ships  as  near  as  could  be  judged  by  the  officers  of  our  Squadron.  That 
the  French  seem  resolved  on  the  seige  of  Fort  St.  David.  Cuddalore  was 
surrendered  to  them  by  capitulation  on  the  3rd  instant.  That  the  fortifica- 
tions at  Fort  St.  David  are  in  good  order  and  well  provided  with  men  and 
stores,  from  whence  they  hope  the  enemy  will  not  be  masters  of  it  without 
considerable  expences  of  time  and  men. 

Anjengo     Letter  By  the  same  conveyance  we  received  a  letter  from  John  Spencer  Esq.,2 

No.  43.  Chief  at  Anjengo,  dated  the   6th    May,    advising  us  of  the  receipt  of  our 

letter  to  him   dated  the  17th   November,  and  that  he  had   forwarded    the 
enclosed  packet  for  the  Select  Committee  at  Fort  St.  George. 

Colonel    Forde'e  On  the    27th   we   received   a   letter    from  Lieutenant   Colonel    Forde, 

ter.  No.  44.  dated  at  Sydavad  the  26th  instant,  informing  us  of  Colonel  Clive's  having 
left  the  Command  of  the  Forces  with  him,  and  requesting  our  orders. 
Received  a  letter  from  the  Directore  and  Council  at  Hughley  dated  the  26th 
instant,  complaining  that  one  of  their  pilot  sloops  in  its  way  down  the 
river  had  not  been  suffered  to  pass  Calcutta,  and  the  people  removed 
by  ours. 

As  there  has  been  great  complaints  made  of  the  gunpowder  delivered 
into  the  Magazine  by  Mr.  McDonald,  the  quality  whereof  has  proved 
weak  and  defective  upon  several  tryals. 

Resolved,  that  whoever  has  the  supervising  of  the  powder  mills  and 
manufacturing  that  article  and  the  Company's,  and  receives  a  salary  for  his 
trouble,  shall  be  severely  fined,  in  case  it  can  be  proved  they  make  any 
advantage  to  themselves  more  than  salary  ;  and 

1  This  seems  to  be  an  error.  Admiral  d'Ache's  ship  was  Le  Zodiaque-  The  Bien 
Aime  was  of  58  guns,  and  by  the  parting  of  her  cable,  she  was  driven  ashore,  as  stated,  at 
Alumparva,  a  town  in  the  Chengulpat  district. 

3  Temporarily  Governor  at  Fort  William  1765,  and  afterward  Governor  of  Bombay. 
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Ordered,  the  powder  delivered  by  Mr.  McDonald  be  returned  him  to 
be  manufactured  over  again. 

As  it  is  highly  necessary  at  this  time  that  our  military  stores  be  ranged 
and  kept  in  good  order,  and  that  the  business  of  the  Laboratory  should  be 
conducted  by  an  officer  of  ability, 

Agreed,  Capt.  Lieutenant  Jennings  be  appointed  Commissary  of 
Military  Stores,  to  range  and  keep  them  in  good  order  and  condition,  as  we 
esteem  it  impossible  for  a  civil  officer  to  understand  that  business  sufficiently 
well. 

Agreed,  likewise  the  direction  of  the  Laboratory  be  placed  with  Capt. 
Lieutenant  Jennings,  and  that  he  be  consulted  by  the  Military  Storekeeper 
in  the  purchase  of  stores,  and  other  matters  relating  to  that  office. 

Colonel  Clive  informed  the  Committee  that  Mr.  Pocock  at  his  departure 
represented  to  him  the  necessity  of  having  a  dock  in  Bengal  for  the  recep- 
tion of  his  Majesty's  ships  in  case  the  Squadron  should  winter  here,  and 
as  we  think  the  expence  of  making  such  a  dock  would  be  greatly  over- 
balanced by  the  advantages  resulting  from  having  the  Squadron  refit  at 
Bengal  instead  of  Bombay,  by  which  means  they  would  have  it  in  their 
power  to  return  much  earlier  to  the  Coast,  he  hopes,  therefore,  the  Com- 
mittee will  immediately  order  a  survey  to  be  made  of  the  spot  most  proper 
to  make  a  dock  at,  and  give  instructions  for  its  being  begun  and  completed 
as  soon  as  it  possibly  can  be  done. 

The  Committee,  being  of  the  same  opinion  in  regard  to  the  advantage 
and  convenience  of  having  a  dock  in  Bengal  fit  for  the  reception  of  any  of 
his  Majesty's  ships  in  India, 

Ordered  Captain   Brohier,  the  Master  Attendant,  and  Deputy  [Master 

Attendant]  give  in  their  opinion  if  a  dock  could  be  expeditiously 

the  properest  situation  for  such  a  dock,  and  the  expence  it  would  amount  [to]. 

Mr.  Frankland  being  at  a  stand  for  his  enquiry  into  the  extent  and 
revenue  of  the  Company's  territories  for  want  of  the  Burdavanni  Connegoes,1 

Agreed,  we  write  to  Mr.  Scrafton  and  desire  him  to  forward  them  to 
Calcutta  without  admitting  of  any  further  delay. 

Agreed,  we  write  to  Colonel  Forde,  and  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
his  letter  of  the  28th  May,  and  inform  him  we  have  no  further  orders  to 
give  him  at  present  than  to  request  he  will  on  all  occasion  support  Mr. 
Scrafton  in  his  demands  and  transactions  with  the  Nabob  and  Durbar 
Officers. 

Agreed,  likewise  that  we  reply  to  the  Directore  and  Council's  letter, 
and  inform  them  we  before  intimated  to  them  of  our  resolution  of  not 
permitting  any  of  their  sloops  going  into  Ballasore  Roads.  That  [our]  affairs 
are  so  circumstanced  there  at  present  that  we  cannot  in  common  prudence 
suffer  their  sloops  to  ride  in  Ballasore  Road.  That  when  we  can  admit  o£ 
[it]  without  endangering  our  security,  we  shall  not  fail  to  advise  them. 

Roger  Drake,  Junr. 

1  BurdwuD  Quanungos. 


FORT  WILLIAM,  the  2nd  June  1758. 

Fryday,  the  2nd  £t  a  Committee  present  : 

June. 

The  Hon'ble  Roger  Drake,  Esq.,  President. 

Robert  Olive,  Esq, 

William  Watts,  Esq. 

Charles  Manningham,  Esq. 

Richard  Becher,  Esq. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  29th  ultimo,  being  wrote  fair,  were  now  read, 
approved,  and  signed. 

Colonel     Forde's  Received  a  letter  from   Colonel  Forde  at  Sydavad,1  dated  the  30th  May 

fcer.  No.  45.       requesting  an  assistant  who  is  acquainted  with  the  Country  language  as  like- 
wise a  Persian  writer. 

Captain  Brohier,  the  Master  Attendant,  and  Deputy  Master  Attendant 
now  attend  the  Committee  and  acquaint  them  that,  conformable  to  their 
orders,  they  have  surveyed  the  River  above  and  below  Calcutta,  and  that 
it  is  their  opinion  the  fittest  place  to  make  a  dock  for  the  reception  of  his 
Majesty's  ships  is  at  SSurman's  Garden2  or  thereabouts,  as  the  river  above 
the  Town  is  very  shallow  in  several  places,  and  would  for  that  reason 
endanger  the  loss  or  damage  of  the  ships  in  going  np  and  coming  down. 

Ordered  Captain  Brohier  do  prepare  the  materials  directly  for  making 
the  said  dock,  and  that  he  do  begin  upon  it  as  soon  as  ever  the  season  will 
admit  of  it. 

Agreed,  we  write  to  Mr.  Pocock  by  Pattamar  in  cypher  and  acquaint 
him  we  have  given  Captain  Brohier  directions  to  begin  the  dock,  and  hope 
to  have  it  completely  finished  by  December  and  that  we  need  not  mention 
to  him  how  much  the  welfare  of  the  Company's  affairs  in  India  may  depend 
upon  his  arriving  in  Bengal  instead  of  Bombay.  That  we  inform  him  of 
the  return  of  our  Army  and  the  favorable  face  of  the  Nabob's  affairs,  and 
that  the  Fanny  sent  is  returned  from  Achin,  with  advice  that  no  French 
ships  had  been  to  that  Coast. 

Agreed,  we  enclose  the  above  letter  in  one  to  the  Select  Committee 
at  Fort  St.  George,  and  require  them  to  decypher  it,  and  deliver  it  to 
the  Admiral. 

Roger  Drake,  Junr. 

1  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Berhampur. 
»  Now  known  as  Hastings 


FORT  WILLIAM,  the  17th  June  1758. 

Saturday,  the  17th  At  a  Committee  present : 

June  1759. 

The  Hon'ble  Roger  Drake,  Esq.,  President. 

Robert  Clive,  Esq. 

William  Watts,  Esq. 

Ohas.  Manningham,  Esq. 

Richard  Becher,  Esq. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  2nd  instant,  being  wrote  fair,  were  read, 
approved,  and  sign'd. 

Bombay^    Letter  On  the  10th  instant,  we  received  a  letter   from   the  Select  Committee 

^0#  **>•  at  Bombay,  dated   the  17th   May,  per  ship    Thames,  informing   us  that  the 

Commanders  of  the  Country  Ships  which  have  come  to  Bengal  from  thence 
have  acquainted  them  that  they  were  so  fully  loaded  as  not  to  admit  of 
their  receiving  any  gunpowder  which  has  prevented  them  from  sending  us 
a  supply.  That  they  had  lately  learnt  the  Bristol  French  Ship  would  be 
detained  at  Bussorah  till  the  middle  of  June  for  a  cargoe  of  wheat  for 
Pondicherry  ;  and  that,  therefore,  they  hope  the  Revenge  and  Drake  ketch, 
which  were  dispatched  the  20th  April  with  a  consignation  of  woolen  goods 
for  Gombroon,  will  have  the  good  fortune  to  intercept  her. 

Capt.  Lieut.  Jennings  having  arrived  in  Calcutta,  was  sent  for  and 
acquainted  with  our  having  appointed  him  Commissary  of  the  Military 
Stores  of  the  Garrison  and  Director  of  the  Laboratory,  which  office  he  was 
desired  to  undertake,  and  get  about  putting  the  stores  in  order  without 
delay. 

As  it  will  be  necessary  to  take  up  a  good  deal  of  Captain  Jennings' 
his  time,  and  cost  him  much  trouble  and  attendance, 

Agreed,  he  be  allowed  120  Current  Rupees  per  mensem  as  Com- 
missary of  Military  Stores. 

Capt.  Jennings  having  represented  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  a 
house  taken  for  the  Laboratory  and  for  keeping  the  Military  Stores,  in 
there  being  no  place  in  the  Fort  fit  for  that  service, 

Agreed,  that  the  house  commonly  called  the  Court  House1  and  appro- 
priated to  that  use,  it  being  esteemed  the  most  proper  for  it  ;  that  the 
Company  continue  the  present  rent  of  it  to  the  Church  Wardens  for  the 
use  of  the  Charity  Stock,  and  that  they  be  charged  with  the  rent  of  another 
house  for  holding  courts  and  keeping  the  records  of  the  Mayor's  Court. 

Ordered  the  Secretary  to  write  to  the  Mayor,  and  inform  him  of  our 
design  to  take  the  Court  House,  and  request  him  to  hire  some  other  place 
for  the  business  of  the  Court  and  charge  the  Company  with  the  rent. 

As  it  will  not  be  practicable  to  get  our  Fortifications  in  sufficient 
readiness  to  resist  the  French,  if  they  should  make  an  attempt  on  Bengal 
this  season,   and   as  it  is   uncertain   how  soon   they  may  make    that  attempt 

1  For  the  history  of  this  house  see  an  art.  by  Miss  E.  M.  Drummond  "The  Northern 
side  of  Tank  Place"  in  Bengal  Past  and  Present,  Vol.  I.  For  the  "  Charity  Stock" 
see  Hyde  :  Parochial  Annals  of  Bengal,  pp.  89—91. 
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the  Committee  took  into  consideration  what  would  be  the  most  effectual 
method  to  convey  an  Enemy's  fleet,  and  prevent  their  advancing  up  to  Cal- 
cutta, in  case  they  arrived  in  the  River.  Captains  Brohier  and  Wedderburn, 
Mr.  McDonald,  Mr.  John  Smith,  and  Mr.  Alexander  Scott  being  sent  for, 
were  consulted  upon  this  occasion,  and  it  was  unanimously  agreed  that 
fascine  batteries  erected  in  proper  places  down  the  river,  and  served  with 
heavy  cannon,  would  annoy  their  Fleet,  and  prevent  their  advancing  higher 
up,  till  they  had  mastered  or  silenced  those  batteries  ;  and  if  three  or  four 
were  erected  at  different  places  must  infallibly  destroy,  or  disable,  some  of 
the  ships  before  they  reached  the  Town  ;  after  which  the  fire  boats  and 
sunken  vessels  and  ch[ai]ns  would  be  of  use  in  throwing  such  of  the  ships 
(as  past  the  batteries)  into  confusion,  and,  if  properly  managed,  might  burn 
or  destroy  them, 

Resolved,  therefore,  that  three  or  four  batteries  be  erected  at  different 
places  down  the  river  and  mounted  with  heavy  cannon. 

Ordered  Captains  Brohier  and  Wedderburn  to  proceed  down  the 
river,  and  make  a  survey  of  the  proposed  spots  for  erecting  such  batterys 
on,  a  report  of  which  they  were  directed  to  Jay  before  the  Committee  as 
soon  as  possible. 

Colonel  Clive  moves  the  Committee  to  order  the  Master  Attendant 
to  replace  the  buoys  we  have  taken  up,  and  to  permit  the  Dutch  sloops  to 
lay  in  Ballasore  Road  as  usual,  as  he  is  very  certain  that  our  manifesting 
so  much  apprehension  of  the  French  coming  here  will  have  a  bad  effect 
on  the  Nabob  and  Durbar,  if  they  arrive  at  the  knowledge  of  it,  and  make 
them  less  concerned  for  our  friendship,  which  may  retard  the  completion 
of  the  Treaty  and  prejudice  the  affairs  of  our  Employers  very  much.  He 
thinks  there  can  be  no  risque  in  replacing  the  buoys,  etc.,  as  the  French 
will  hardly  attempt  Bengal  till  they  have  mastered  our  Fleet  at  least,  of 
which  event,  should  it  happen,  we  must  have  timely  notice  from  the  Coast  ; 
and  it  will  then  be  proper  to  make  the  necessary  precautions  for  preventing  the 
entrance  of  the  Enemy's  ships,  which  are  now  of  no  use  and  only  serve  to 
intimidate  the  country  people  and  make  them  less  zealous  in  our  interest. 

In  consequence  of  that  motion,  the  Committee  sent  for  the  Master 
Attendant,  and  ordered  him  to  replace  the  buoys  he  had  taken  up  by 
our  directions. 

Agreed,  likewise  that  we  write  to  the  Directore  and  Council  at  flughley 
and  inform  them  of  the  orders  we  had  given  our  Master  Attendant  to 
replace  the  buoys,  and  also  that  we  had  now  no  objection  to  their  sending 
sloops  in  Ballasore  Road,  provided  they  are  ordered  to  lay  within  ours,  as 
Mynheer  Zuydland  had  proposed  when  he  was  in  Calcutta. 

The  Company  being  in  want  of  arms,  and  being  informed  there  are  a 
quantity  of  firelocks  and  pistols  to  be  procured  in  the  Town, 

Ordered  the  Secretary  to  give  publick  notice  that  all  who  are  possessed 
of  fire  arms  (fowling  pieces  excepted)  must  send  them  into  the  Military 
Storekeeper  for  the  Company's  use,  and  that  such  as  are  taken  will  be 
valued  reasonably  and  paid  for. 

Roger  Drake,  Junr. 


FORT  WILLIAM,  the  20th  Junk  1758. 

Tuesday,  the  20th  At  a  Committee  present  : 

Jane. 

The  Hon'ble  Roger  Drake,  Esq.,  President. 

Robert  Olive,  Esq. 

William  Watts,  Esq. 

Charles  Manningham,  Esq. 

Richard  Becher,  Esq. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  I  7th  instant,  being  wrote  fair,  were  read, 
approved,  and  signed. 

^iltf*    Qe°Nge  Received  two  letters  last  night  from  the  Select  Committee  at  Fort 

47  &  48  ®k  George,  dated  the   6th  and    7th  instant.     The  first  acquainting  us  they 

were  informed  by  many  different  accounts  that  Fort  St.  David  surrendered 
to  the  Enemy  the  2nd,  and  upon  what  terms  they  could  not  learn.1  That 
it  was  also  said  the  French  Squadron,  having  taken  a  few  men  on  board, 
sailed  from  Pondicherry  the  1st,  but  they  could  not  learn  which  way  they 
were  gone.  That  Admiral  Pocock's  Squadron  had  been  prevented  by 
contrary  winds  from  getting  further  Southward  than  Allumparva.  The 
last  letter  advises  of  Admiral  Pocock's  Squadron  at  Madras,  and  that  they 
saw  the  French  ships  stand  out  of  Pondicherry  Road  and  come  to  anchor 
to  the  Southward  the  1st  instant. 

As  it  is  very  essential  to  get  our  works  completed  as  soon  as  possible, 
Captain  Brohier  was  sent  for,  and  devised  [desired]  to  expedite  the  brick- 
work, carriages,  platforms,  etc.,  as  much  as  lay  in  his  power.  And  that  if 
he  wanted  artificers,  he  was  desired  to  take  off  all  that  were  employed  by 
private  inhabitants  on  their  respective  houses. 

Roger   Drake,  Junr. 
1  See  Orme :  History  of  the  Transactions,  Vol.  II,  page  313. 
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FORT  WILLIAM,  the  4th  July  1758. 
At  a  Committee  present : 

The  Hon'ble  Robert  Cliv«,  Esq.,  President. 
William  Watts,  Esq. 
Oath  of  Secrecy  Chablks  MANNINGHAM,   Esq. 

token   by    the  -j^   ^embers  assembled  took  the  oath  of    secrecy   and    tendered   the 

their   Asaia-  same  ^°   ^r'    William   Macguire,1    whom   they  now  appoint   their  Secretary, 
tants.  an(*  his  Assistant. 

Mr.  Scraf  ton's  Received  a  letter  from  Mr.   Scrafton  at   Moraudbaug,2   dated  the  28th 

Lre.  No.  June,    importing   that   Sujait   Dowla3    was  arrived  at  Gazeepore,  and  pur- 

posing to  cross  the  Currumnassa,  having  been  invited   by  the  Rajahs      That 
the  young  Nabob  is  to  take  the  field  and  march  to   Rajahmahal   with  his 
own  forces. 
Mr  Bristow 'a  Lre.  Received  a  letter  from  Mr.  John  Bristow,4  Resident  at  Cuttack,  under 

date  the  14th  ultimo,  advising  of  his  having  received  a  seerpaw,5  from  the 
Gudgeputtee  Rajah6  and  letters  inviting  him  to  take  possession  of  Ganjam  and 
Vizagapatam  for  the  Hon'ble  Company,  and  very  pressing  for  Colonel  Clive 
to  march  that  way  in  hopes  to  gain  Massulipatam,  and  that  in  consequence 
of  the  above  invitation  he  should  set  out  for  Vizagapatam  in  a  few  days. 

The     Rajah     of  The    foregoing    inclosed    two    letters    from    the  Rajah  of  Gudgeputtee, 

Gudgeputtee's    dated    1 7th    May,    which,    being    read,    were   ordered    to  be   translated  and 

Lre.  Ho.  entered  in  the  book  kept  apart    for    all    letters  received    from    the    Country 

Governments. 

Resolutions there-  Though  we  are  of  opinion   great  advantages   might  arise   to   the  Com- 

on-  pany  by  sending  the  forces  requested  by  the   Rajah,  in  the  above  mentioned 

letters,  yet  we  find  ourselves  under  the  necessity  of  excusing  ourselves  from 

complying  therewith,   the  present  situation   of  affairs  not  admitting   of  our 

dividing    our  troops,    but  should    any    alteration    happen    in    our    favour  we 

shall  consider  of  a  proper  force  to  send  into  that  part  of  in  the  intention 

the  country. 
Bajah    wrote  to  Resolved  to  write  to  the  Rajah  and  give  him  all  the  encouragement 

Mr.      tsnatow  we  can  by  letter  and  to    Mr.  Bristow  to  approve  his  conduct,  and  give  the 
Rajah  assurances  that  forces  shall  be  sent  to  him. 
Mr.    Scraf ton  Agbeed  to  direct  Mr.  Scrafton  to  endeavour  to  get  the  best  intelligence 

wrote  to.  he  can  of  all  Sujait    Dowla's   motions  as   well   as   those  of  the   Nabob,  and 

transmit  us  timely  advice  thereof. 

Chief  a  of  the  Sub-  Agreed  to  direct  the  Chiefs  of  our   Subordinate  Factories   to  address 

ordinate  wrote.  tne  Select  Committee  upon  all  advices  that  require  secrecy. 

1   William  Macguire.     Afterwards  Chief  at  Patna. 

'   Murad  Bagh — a  vanished  Murshidabad  Palace  — Olive's  residence  after  Plasaey. 

*  Shuja  'u-d-daulah. 

4  Bengal  Public  Proceedings,  1757,  28  April.  "  Appointment  of  Mr.  John  Bristow, 
a  surgeon  by  profession  as  Company's  Resident  at  Cuttack  on  a  salary  of  Rupees  150 
per  mensem  during  the  war."     I.  R.  D.  No.  827.     Long  :     Selections.     No.  355. 

6  Seerpaw sar-a-pd — a  complete  dress  of  honour. 

6  Gajpati,  "  lord  of  the  elephants  " — traditional  title  of  the  Kings  of  Orissa.  The 
Raja  here  referred  to  is  Anandaraj  of  Srikakolam  ("  Chikakole')  and  Rajamahendri. 


38  FORT  WILLIAM,  the  4th  July  1758. 

Capt     Brohier's  Captain  Brohier   sends  in   his  report   of  the   places  in  the   River  which 

Report  of  the  on  gurvev    ne   found    most    proper    to    erect    batteries    upon  to   prevent  an 
proper     places  >    n  ■       •  r     r  r  r 

to    erect    bat-  enemy  s  fleet  comin8  m- 
tery'B  on.  ORDERED  it  to  be  entered  after  this  day's  proceedings. 


To  the  Hon'ble  Robert  Clive,  Esq., 

President  and  Governor,  etc.,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Select  Committee. 

Hon'ble  Sir  and  Sirs, 

In  consequence  of  your  resolutions  o£  the  17th  ultimo,  I  went  down 
the  river  with  the  Master  Attendant  and  pylotts  to  view  what  place  would 
be  proper  to  erect  batteries  to  prevent  an  enemy's  fleet  coming  in. 

Having  proceeded  to  Fnlta,  I  found  the  passage  in  that  reach  narrow, 
and  that  batteries  disposed  in  enfilade  it  would  greatly  annoy  any  ships 
which  might  attempt  to  force  their  passage  up.  This  reach  will  also  be 
proper  to  sink  ships  or  vessels  in,  and  has  a  nulla  above  the  situation  of  the 
batteries  capable  to  contain  all  the  Craft  necessary  for  it.  All  the  fire  boats 
may  be  in  that  nulla  out  of  the  enemy's  sight,  and  within  six  hundred 
yards  of  the  sunken  ships  or  vessels. 

If  the  enemy  are  apprised  of  our  disposition,  and  anchor  a  league  or 
two  below  Fulta  to  land  their  troops,  the  fire  boats  will  be  at  hand  in  the 
nulla  to  be  made  use  of,  as  it  may  be  thought  proper. 

Between  Fulta  and  the  opposite  side  of  the  River  there  is  a  channel 
for  small  ships  through  v/hich  the  enemy  may  pass  to  transport  their  cannon 
and  perhaps  their  troops,  but  I  conceive  that  a  ship  or  two  and  a  few  armed 
vessels  properly  disposed  above  that  passage  will  stop  their  progress  up. 

-  A  battery  of  five  or  six  guns  and  vessels  sunk  at  St.  Groal1  Reach  will 
be  necessary  to  stop  what  vessels  may  force  their  way  up. 

I  am, 
Hon'ble  Sir  &  Sirs, 
Your  Most  Obedient  Humble  Servant, 

J.  Brohier. 

.*  Sankral,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Hugbli,  below  Sibpur. 


FORT  WILLIAM,  the  13th  July  1758. 

At  a  Committee  present  : 

The  Hon'ble  Robert  Olive,  Esq.,  President. 

William  Watts,  Esq. 

Colonel  Ford. 

Charles  Manningham,  Esq. 

Richard  Becher,  Esq. 

Colonel  Ford  and  Mr.   Becher,  on  the  oath  of  secrecy  being  tendered, 
took  the  same. 
Mr.  Scrafton's  Received  a  letter  from   Mr.  Scrafton  at  Moraudbaug,1    dated  the  9th 

Lre.  No.  instant,  advising   that  all  apprehensions  from  Sujait  Dowla2   are  ceased  by 

his  return  from  Benares  to  his  Capital,  and  his  march  having  been  only  to 
oblige  Rajah  Bulwunsing3  to  pay  his  revenues.  The  Nabob  has  counter- 
manded the  march  of  his  troops  that  were  designed  for  Rajahmall. 

Batteries    to    be  The  Committee,   having  taken   Mr.   Brohier's   report  under  considera- 

throwD   up   at  tion,  and  esteeming  it  necessary  to  throw  up  batteries  at  Fulta, 

'  Ordered  Captain   Brohier  to  proceed  on  that  service  directly,  taking 

with  him  Mr.  McDonald  and  such  men  of  the  train  as  he  may  esteem 
necessary  for  his  assistance,  and 

Ordered  the  Master  Attendant  to  furnish  Mr.  Brohier  with  what 
sloops  and  boats  he  may  want  for  this  service. 

Artillery  recalled  Esteeming  it  necessary   to  recall  the  Artillery    from  Sydabad  together 

from  Sydabad.    with  their  stores,  ammunition,  artificers,  and  everything  belonging  thereto, 

Agreed  to  send  orders  to  Captain  Gowin,  Commanding  Officer  there, 
to  send  them  down,  reserving  only  two  field  pieces  with  an  officer,  men  and 
stores  sufficient  for  them. 

1  Murad  Bagh. 

2  Shuja  'u-d-daulah. 

3  Balwant  Singh,  son  of  Mansa  Ram,  was  granted  the  title  of  Raja  by  the  Mughal 
Emperor  about  1738.  The  fictitious  character  of  Macaulay's  account  of  "  the  lords  of 
Benares  "  has  been  exposed.     See  Oldham  :   Memoirs  of  the  Ghazepoor  District.     (1870). 


FORT  WILLIAM,  the  17th  July  1758. 

At  a  Committee  present  : 

The  Hon'ble  Robert  Clive,  Esq.,  President. 

William  Watts,  Esq. 

Colonel  Forde. 

Charles  Manningham,  Esq. 

Richard  Becheb,  Esq. 

Mr.  Scrafton's  Received  three  letters   from  Mr.  Scrafton  at  Moraud    Baug    one    under 

Lrs-  date    the    12th,    and    two    the    13th   that,    Mirza    Salla  Sunder  (the  title  of     A-""* 

Mussalhadder   Mahmed  Cawn1)   was   to  be  established  in  the  Grb-vernment 
of  Cuttack,   and  that  Sevoo  baut,2  who  under  a  pretence  of  a  sunnud  from 
Roydulub,   had  possessed   himself  of  the  Government,    was  ordered    to    be 
seised  on.     That  the  seapoys  in  the    Nabob's    service    begin   to    murmur  for 
their  pay,  but  the  dread  of  the  English  kept  them  from  coming  to  extremes. 
That  in  all  other  respects  there   is  great  outward   harmony   throughout  the 
Nabob's  Court.     That  Mahmud  Bukahat  Cawn,3  son  of  Monzeedy  Cawn,  the 
brother  of  Mahmud  Ally   Cawn,  is  arrived   from   Delhi,  which  place  he  left 
last  April,  and,  from  him,   he    learns  that  Nizam   Ally  Cawn,  after  having 
defeated  Balleroy,4  marched  against  Monsr.   Bussy,  and  gave  him  battle  near 
Hydrabad  ;   that  both  sides  claim  the  victory.     That   Nizam    sent  him  word 
he    had    it  in    his  option    to    fight  him    again    or   quit  the    country.     That 
Bussy  chose    the    latter  ;  and  by    the  last  advices  was    near  Nadir  between 
Aurgungabad    and    Hydrabad,    bending  his    march    towards    Bombay    with 
great    treasure,    and    his    force   consisting    of    above    700     Europeans    and 
12,000    gardes.     That    he   is   of    opinion    the     Marattoes    will    attack    him 
the  instant  he  enters  their  frontiers.     That   Monsr.    Law  was  about  a  month 
ago   in   Bulwant    Sing's  country   with    a  party  of  60   Europeans   and  150 
seapoys  intending    to  proced  to  Delhi.     That  the   face  of  affairs    is  entirely 
altered    at   Delhi,    since  the  Conquest   of  Lahore  ;    all   the    Subahs    to    the 
Northward    and     Westward    as    far   as    Lahore   and    Cachmeir5    pay  their 
revenue  as   in  former  times.     That   Bengal   has   not  contributed  its    quota, 
which  has  so  enraged  the  Vizier  against  the    Nabob  that  he  refuses  to  put 
his  seal  to  the  sunnud    which   renders   it  of  no   validity.     That  the  Nabob 
has  received  a  very  threatening  letter  from   him,   on   receipt  of  which  he 
sent  for  the  Seats  and  Roydulub,  and  offer'd  to  pay  20  laacks  in  gold  Mohurs, 
but  was  diswaded  by  Roydulub,  who  said  it  would  be  best  to  let  the   rains 
pass,  and  then,  if  the   Vizier  should   march    down,   twenty  laacks  would  stop 
him  at  Benaras  ;  that   Bakahat  Cawn's  father   is  Buxey  to   the  Vizier  and 
himself  in   great   favor  ;  that  he  has    brought  a  letter   to  the  Nabob,  but  he 
believes   the   intent   of    his    coming   is    to    make    some   very    extraordinary 
proposal  from  the    Vizier  to  Colonel   Clive  ;  that  he    expects  some  intrigues 
are  going  on   between  the  Nabob  and  French  ;  that   there  is  a  man  arrived 
with  letters  for  him  from   Pondicherry  ;  that    two  Moguls  have  been  sent 

1   Muslihu-u-din  Muhammad  Khan. 

^  Sbeo  Bhat. 

s  Muhammad  Baqar  Khan. 

4   Balaji  Kao. 

6   Kashmir. 
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from  the  Chuta  Nabob  to  Deckan  with  letters  via.  Cuttack.  That  Nazzibally 
Cawn1  is  gone  against    the  French  at   Massulipatam.     That  the  man   from 

Pondicherry  is  In  Arab  in  a  Tellingee  dress  attended  by  four  and  waits 

^  <*  an  introduction  to  the  Nabob.  That  he  brings  news  of  the  intentions  of 
the  French  to  beseige  Madrass,  and  adds  there  is  a  party  of  5,000  Seapoys 
marching  from  Sitacool2  towards  Cuttack.  That  he  requests  our  directions 
whether  he  shall  privately  secure  the  Arab  and  his  party  before  they  receive 
their  audience  or  after,  or  whether  he  shall  put  spies  upon  them  to  observe 
their  motions. 

Mr.  Scrafton  wrote          Agreed  to  write  to  Mr.  Scrafton  that  we  would  approve  of  his  privately 
to.  securing  the   Arab  and   his  party,  provided   he   is  beforehand  well  assured 

of  their  being  in  the  French  intrigues,  for  by  acting  otherwise  he  may 
give  umbrage  to  the  Nabob  which  must  be  altogether  avoided^  and  more 
particularly  in  the  present  juncture  of  affairs.  That  we  would  have  him 
endeavour  to  procure  intelligence,  but  at  the  same  time  recommend  it  to 
him  to  weigh  well  the  probability  of  the  truth  of  such  reports  before  he 
transmits  them  to  us. 

Mr.  Watts  is  to  In   the   present   critical   situation   of    affairs,   esteeming   it    absolutely 

eetoatfor  Mo-  necessary  to  keep  up  a  good  harmony   with   the   Nabob,    and   as   there    is  a 
raud  Baag.        large  part  of  the  money  account  of  the  Treaty  still  remaining  due  from 
him, 

Resolved  that  Mr.  Watts  do  proceed  to  Muxadavad  and  use  his  utmost 
endeavours  to  promote  such  harmony  between  the  Nabob  and  us,  and  to 
procure  the  discharge  of  the  payment  due  to  us,  also  to  get  all  the  insight 
he  can  into  the  truth  of  the  reports  contained  in  Mr.  Scrafton's  letters. 


Nazr  'AH  Khan. 
Chikakol. 


/"■ 


FORT  WILLIAM,  the  25th  July  1758. 

At  a  Committee  present  : 

The  Hon'ble  Robert  Olive,  Esq.,  President. 
Chas.  Manningham,  Esq. 
Colonel  Forde. 
Richard  Becher,  Esq. 

Mr.PIaydell'sLre..        Received    a    letter   from     Mr.    Playdell    at    Ballisore,    dated    the    12th 
No.  instant,    advising    the    arrival    of  25    French    Prisoners  from  Outtack,  and 

requesting  us  to  send  a  conveyance  for  them. 

Recc [two  letters i  from  Mr.  Scrafton,  dated  the  11th  instant,  the  one 
advising  that  the  5,000  Seapoys  marching  from  Sittacool  are  part  of  Ibrahim 
Gardes  troops,  but  what  rout  they  are  to  take  is  uncertain  :  the  other 
importing  foat  Bakarat  Cawn  pretends  he  brought  with  him  a  phirmaund 
trom  the  King  demanding  a  crore  of  rupees  of  the  Nabob,  and  three 
hundred  elephants;  that  he  brought  letters  to  him,  from  the  Vizier 
ZTZt I  ^  5h^C0T-ly"d  7th  theT?ing8'8  order,  he  should  be  confirmed 
tonrnnni  frfW  ^c  He  ^er  pretenda  he  was  authorised 
IrZVn  A  £  ^t  ^l  l£uaftf  ,he  Dussur^  ^  would  march  his 
army   towards  Sujait   Dowla,'     the  Vizier  would    also  attack    him  with    a 

&°„7  T?7l  Tum  ilehl\.a?d  ,the  re™<*  should  be  the  Nabobship  of 
Oude  That  his  boat,  in  which  the  phirmaund  and  his  instructions  were, 
was  lost  near  Bogglepore  That  he  is  much  addicted  to  drinking  and 
debauchery.  That  he  thought  proper  to  communicate  the  foregoing  to  us 
to  compare  them  with  what  he  may  relate  when  he  comes  to  Calcutta, 
lhat  he  has  employed  several  people  to  find  out  the  French  Agents  but 
hitherto  without  success.     That  he  is  certain  that  they  have  not  fs  vet  had 

v  rTbunsv  th  the  ?be^N\b0b'  ^  he  fiDd8  the  FLch%mLasaris  te 
VNeIhbuS{  theref.  Th/*he  h?S  S6nt  a  Person  of  confidence  to  the  young 
Nabob  who  questioned  him  about  the  loss  of  St.  David,  and  whether  the 
French   could  not   land   at  Ballisore,  and  told    him    he  heard  the  French 

RZhmBanllnbS-T 1DSt  MadT  ,Wi-!h  a  V6ry  ^6at  f0rC6  That  h  is  "ported 
Rajah  Bullub  is  to  receive     he  keilaut  as  Dewan  to  the  Chota  Nabob,  and 

the  consequence  will  probably  be  the  reviving  of  the  old  ielousies  and 
mistrusts  between  the  Nabob  and  Roydulub  jwousies   ana 

Mr  Playdeir8Lre  Reed   a    letter  from  Mr    Playdell   at  Ballisore,   dated   the    15th  July, 

advising  that  he  has  permitted  some  of  the  Nabob's  harcarahs  to  remain 
in  our  bounds,  and  hopes  it  will  meet  with  our  approbation. 

Forest    George  ^od    a  lette, _  from  the   Governor  and  Select   Committee  of  Fort  St. 

Fnrt  St'  n™Athe  9th  ^jtant  importing  that,   shortly  after  the  surrender  of 
Luthwar?aVTnn^^\dTble   Part.  of  ^  Enemy's"  army   marched   to  th 
27       fThat    buS  ,b,°dy'  cornS1StlDS  of    about    two  thousand    men    was 
SLTs^  ™  d— *   of  th     Dut'chte 

Tanjore,  unless  th.King  snoul^m 1 ***i&™k^!^h^ 
At  the  same  time  a  paj^ty^ol^en^^ 

1    Shuja  'u-d-daulah. 
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miles  to  the  westward  of  Pondicherry  with  a  design  to  check  any  motion 
that  might  be  made  with  their  troops.  That  the  French  Fleet  was  at 
Pondicherry  by  their  last  advises,  and  the  English  remains  at  Madrass.  That 
Mr.  Lally  everywhere  declares  his  attention  to  attack  them,  and  writes  so 
in  a  letter  to  the  President,  bub  they  judge  he  will  not  undertake  it,  till  he 
is  reinforced,  and  which  he  daily  expects  to  be.  That  they  were  informed 
by  an  English  prisoner,  who  came  with  this  Fleet,  and  who  made  his  escape 
from  Pondicherry,  that  the  only  ship  left  at  the  Islands  was  the  Centaur  of 
64  guns  and  none  but  sick  men.  That  they  are  putting  their  town  in  the  best 
position  of  defence  possible,  and  cannot  prudently  in  such  case  part  with  any 
gunpowder  or  cannon  shot ;  and  that,  if  the  ships  expected  from  Europe 
bring  any  considerable  supplys,  they  will  embrace  the  first  opportunity  of 
forwarding  a  part  to  us.  That  all  the  arguments  they  mentioned  concerning 
the  ship  Restitution  have  already  been  urged  by  the  President  in  letters  to 
Monsr.  De  Leyrit  ;  and,  although  they  have  little  hopes  of  getting  her 
restored,  they  have  not  as  yet  received  a  definitive  answer. 

Mr.  Pocock'a  Lre.  Reed  a  letter  from  Mr.  Pocock  on   board  the  Yarmouth,  dated  the  9th 

No.  July,  importing  that  Monsr.  Lally  had  laid  out  a  pretty  deal  of  employment 

for  his  army  on  the  Ooast ;  that  he  has  been  at  Negapatam  and  Tranquebar 
himself,  borrowing  money  of  the  Dutch  and  the  Danes,  and  marched  two 
thousand  five  hundred  Europeans  across  the  Kolroon  to  try  by  treaty 
and  threatenings  to  procure  some  laacks  of  rupees  of  the  King  of  Tanjour, 
while  Monsr.  D'Ache  lies  with  his  Squadron  close  in  with  the  serf  at 
Pondicherry  ;  that  the  French  may  possibly  beseige  Trichinopoly  before 
they  return  northward ;  and,  altho'  Mr.  Lally  has  not  scrupled  to  say 
he  intends  to  beseige  Madrass,  yet  he  may  find  it  necessary  to  put  it  off  for 
this  season,  unless  his  expected  six  ships  and  two  more  battalions  arrive 
soon.  Only  the  Centaur  was  left  at  the  Islands.  That  he  will  always  have 
great  attention  to  the  Company's  Settlements  in  general,  and  whenever  the 
assistance  of  the  King's  Squadron  is  necessary,  it  shall  be  employed  for 
their  protection.  That  he  doubts  not  our  vigilance  iu  all  things,  a  proof  of 
which  is  the  great  forwardness  of  the  fortifications.  That  the  French  say 
they  have  a  Squadron  coming  out,  and  that  the[y]  have  Europe  news  of 
November,  and  it  is  very  probable  that  all  their  India  Ships  will  come  under 
this  convoy  with  reinforcements  for  their  Settlements  ;  that  he  desires  they 
will  keep  a  proper  number  of  pylot  sloops  looking  out  in  Ballisore  Road  ; 
and,  in  case  any  ship  or  ships  of  the  Squadron  appear  in  sight,  they  will 
hoiat  a  Swedish  Ensign  at  the  foretop  gallant  mast  head. 
Masterl    Attendt.  ^ye  now  seQt  for  tne  Master  Attendant  and   acquainted  him   with  the 

acquainted  9[gna\  for  knowing  the  King's  Ships.     Gave  him  orders  to  keep  a  proper 
His    Maie8ty*8  QumDer  °f  sloops  in  the  Road,  and  enjoined  him  to  secrecy. 
Ships. 


FORT  WILLIAM,  thb  4th  August  1758. 

At  a  Committee  present : 

The  Hon'ble  Robert  Clive,  Esq.,  President. 
Charles  Manningham,  Esq. 
Colonel  Forde. 
Richard  Becher,  Esq. 

Mr.  Amyatts  Lre.  ReC(]    „  \%t)^r    from  peter   Amyatt,   Esq.,   Chief  at  Patna,   dated   the 

19th  July,  advising  that  Sujait  Dowla,  having  finished  his  business  at 
Banaras,  Azingur,  and  Gozepur,  was  returned  to,  his  Capital.  That  Ram 
Narain  is  in  Seris  Catomba,  against  Rajah  Bissingsing  for  two  and  a  half 
years'  revenue  are  due.  That  a  Subah  and  two  Jemindars,  with  about  20 
seapoys,  arrived  at  Patna  from  Monsr.  Law's  party  ;  the[y]  left  him  at 
Cbutterpoor  in  the  country  of  Bullelchand,  belonging  to  Rajah  Hammun- 
sing.  That  he  has  about  80  Europeans,  everybody  included  ;  60  Seapoys 
mostly  of  this  country  ;  7  Cannon  from  two  to  four  pounders  ;  two  chests 
of  cannon  powder  ;  three  thousand  musket  cartridges  ;  iron  shot  in  plenty, 
and  in  no  want  of  money. 

Reed  a  letter  from  Mr.  Play  del  I,  Chief  of  Ballisore,  dated  20th  July, 
importing  that  he  had  intercepted  a  person  in  a  Moors  dress  who  calls 
himself  Aliverda  Mustapha,  on  his  way  to  Massulipatam,  who  informs  him 
he  served  as  an  interpreter  in  our  Army  ;  that  he  inspected  what  things  he 
had,  but  could  not  find  anything  to  cause  suspicion  of  his  holding  corres- 
pondence with  the  French.  However  he  has  detained  him  till  our  orders 
arrive,  and  that  he  has  a  Dustuck  from 

[  The  five  pages  following  are  left  blank  in  the  MS.  ] 

1  See  Seir  Mutaqherin,  Vol.  II.  pp.  275-7.  Calendar  of  Persian  Correspondence 
No.  2503  «  Chatterpour  in  Bundelcund "  shewn  io  the  map  of  "Bengal  and  its 
Divisions"  in  Orme. 

■  For  the  story  of  Law's  retreat  see  Hill :  Three  Frenchmen  in  Bengal.  It  appears 
Law  had  at  least  175  Europeans  with  him. 


FORT  WILLIAM,  the  23rd  August  1758. 

At  a  Committee  present : 

Tbe  Hon'ble  Robert  Olive,  Esq.,  President. 

Wm.  Watts,  Esq. 

Colonel  Forde. 

Chas.  Manningham,  Esq. 

Mr.  Becher,  indisposed. 

By  Captain  Barton,  who  arrived  this  morning  from  Fort  St.  George, 
we  rec'd  two  letters  from  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Select  Committee,  dated 
the  11th  instant,  acquainting  us  that  on  the  25th  Admiral  Pocock  sailed 
with  his  Squadron,  under  his  Command,  and  stood  to  the  southward.  That 
the  French  weighed  and  did  the  same  ;  that,  on  the  3rd  instant, 
our  Squadron  came  up  with  them  off  Negapatarn,  and  there  ensued 
an  action,  which  continued  very  warmly  for  one  hour  and  half,  when  the 
French  Commodore's  Ship  taking  fire,  was  obliged  to  cutt  away  her  mizen- 
mast,  and  bear  out  of  the  line  ;  that  she  was  presently  followed  by  tbe  rest 
of  their  Fleet,  and  whole  crowded  away  with  all  sail  they  could  make  ; 
that  our  Fleet  chased  them  for  some  time,  but  most  of  our  Fleet  were  so 
damaged  in  their  masts  and  rigging  that  they  could  hardly  carry  any  sail, 
wherefore  the  signals  were  made  to  leave  off  chase.  That  their  Fleet  run  to 
Pondicherry,  where,  they  hear,  they  landed  a  great  number  of  men  who 
were  wounded,  and  we  also  came  to  an  anchor  near  Karricall.  That  on 
one  side  thirty  were  killed,  and  one  hundred  and  sixteen  wounded  ;  among 
the  latter  are  the  Commodore  and  Captain  Martin — the  first  by  a  musquet 
ball  in  the  shoulder  ;  the  other  has  a  contusion  in  the  leg.1  That  the  King 
of  Tanjour,  not  complying  with  the  demands  of  Monsr.  Lally,  he  marched 
towards  the  Capital  of  his  Kingdom.  That  his  army  was  much  harrassed 
on  the  road  by  the  Tanjour  Horse,  and  hostilities  continued  for  some  days, 
after  he  encamped  near  the  town  ;  but  their  last  advices  from  Major 
Cailland  say  that  an  accomodation  was  concluded,  tbe  King  agreeing  to  pay 
four  laacks  of  rupees  and  to  permit  the  French  Army  to  pass  unmolested 
to  Tricbinopoly,  which  they  daily  expect  to  bear  is  invested.  That  by  a 
good  intelligence  received  by  Major  Cailland  they  are  informed  that  the 
force  with  Monsr.  Lally  consisted  of  two  thousand  three  hundred  and  seventy 
Europeans  Two  hundred  more  were  on  their  march  from  Pondicherry  to 
to  join  him,  and  Mr.  Soupire  is  said  to  five  or  six  hundred  encamped  near  to 
Pondicherry.  That  within  the  Town,  they  are  told,  there  are  but  very  few 
effective  men  but  a  large  number  of  sick.  That  they  hear  further  that 
Monsr.  Bossy  was  on  his  march  from  Hydrabad  to  Massulipatam,  and  that 
he  is  ordered  to  proceed  to  Pondicherry.  He  will  bring  with  him  at  least 
six  hundred  Europeans  ;  that  these  several  parties  joined  together  make 
the  whole  force  of  the  French  in  India,  and  their  collecting  in  that  Province 
at  the  manifest  risque  of  losing  the  (fruits)  of  their  ten  years'  labours  in  the 
Decan  sufficiently  evinces  that  the  chief,  or  at  least  the  first,  intention  of 
the  Enemy  is  the  conquest  of  the  Company's  Settlements  on  that  Coast. 
That,  should  they  be  able  to  effect  this,  they  will  be  at  leisure  to  proceed  to 

•  Orme:   History  of  the  Military  Transactiojis.     Vol  II.,  pp.  322-3. 
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either  of  the  remaining  Presidencies,  and  so  destroy  the  whole  piece-meal. 
They  think,  therefore,  the  most  prudent  method  is  to  oppose  our  collected 
force  to  theirs,  and  that  we  should  send  thither  by  the  earliest  opportunity 
as  many  troops  as  can  possibly  be  spared  from  our  Garrison.  That  should 
the  Enemy  alter  their  schemes,  and  turn  their  thoughts  against  any  other 
part  of  India,  it  cannot  be  done  without  their  knowledge  ;  and  they  will 
not  fail  to  send  a  force  proportioned  to  theirs  :  in  which  they  are  persuaded 
the  Admiral  will  always  with  the  utmost  readiness  assist  with  his  Majesty's 
Squadron.  That  Captain  Barton  arrived  there  in  a  sloop  from  Gombroon 
two  days  before.  That  as  the  Enemy  may  very  probably  cut  off  their 
communication  with  the  country,  it  will  be  highly  necessary  we  take  all 
opportunities  of  supplying  them  with  provisions  for  their  Garrison.  That 
fine  rice  and  pease  are  the  most  material  articles  ;  and,  that  they  may  not 
be  disappointed  of  an  early  supply,  they  request  us  to  send  two  of  the 
Company's  sloops,  as  early  as  the  season  will  permit,  with  as  much  as  they 
can  take  on  board,  and  that  those  sloops  may  return  to  us  again  in  October 
with  such  intelligence  as  shall  come  to  their  knowledge — which  may  be  a 
Two  sloops  to  be  necessary  service. 

got  ready   for  We  now   sent  for  Captain  Barton  and  directed  him  to  get  two  sloops  in 

Madras.  readiness  to  proceed  to  the  Coast. 

As  it  is  evident  to  us  from  the  foregoing  advices  that  we  can  have 
nothing  to  dread  from  the  French  this  season,  and  as  the  Hon'ble  Company's 
affairs  in  the  Decan  have  taken  so  very  favorable  a  turn,  and  the  Rajah  of 
Gudgeputtee,  who  so  warmly  espouses  their  interest  in  that  part  of  the 
country,  having  repeated  his  request  for  a  force  to  be  sent  to  his  assistance 
from  hence  under  the  command  of  an  able  officer,  and  our  situation  in  this 
Province  being  quite  to  our  satisfaction,  and  a  likelyhood  of  their  continuing 
so  from  the  assurances  given  by  the  Nabob,  who  is  now  upon  a  visit  to  us1 : — 

Resolved  to  send  three  or  four  hundred  Europeans  and  between  two 
and  three  thousand  seapoys  into  the  Decan,  under  command  of  Col.  Forde, 
with  directions  to  follow  Monsr.  Bussy,  in  case  he  finds  on  his  arrival  that  he 
has  marched  to  the  southward. 

And  as  we  esteem  it  necessary  that  the  whole  of  the  Government  in 
the  Decan  should  be  induced  to  have  a  favorable  sentiment  of  the  English, 
and,  for  that  end,  that  a  covenanted  servant  be  sent  immediately  into  those 
parts  with  instructions  to  instill  into  their  minds  that  our  intentions  in  sending 
this  force  is  not  to  make  new  conquests  or  possess  ourselves  of  their  country, 
but  to  relieve  them  of  the  usurpation  of  the  French,  and  dispossess  them  of 
their  unjust  acquisitions,  and  looking  on  Mr.  John  Johnstone  as  a  person 
qualified  for  this  office, 

Orderbd  him  to  proceed  on  board  the  Mermaid  sloop  now  bound  to  the 
southward,  and  that  he  do  act  as  Paymaster  to  the  Forces  upon  their  arrival, 
and  in  the  intermediate  time  he  requests  the  Raja  to  provide  the  carriage 
and  draught  oxen,  boats,  cooleys,  and  whatever  else  may  be  proper  for  an 
Army  ;  and  that  on  his  arrival  he  must  dispatch  an  express  in  cypher  to 
Fort  St.  George  to  acquaint  the  Go  and  Co2  there  of  the  situation  of  the 
country  and  what  probability  there  is  of  making  an  investment  there.     That 

1   Long.     Selections.  Vol.  I,  p.  155. 
J  Governor  and  Council. 
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he  do  likewise  give  all  necessary  encouragement  to  such  of  the  Company's  old 
servants  that  he  may  find  these  who  may  be  useful  in  assisting  this  expedi- 
tion or  making  an  investment. 

And,  as  in  oar  present  situation  we  esteem  it  requisite  to  have  a  person 
in  whom  we  can  confide  in  at  Cuttack,  and  looking  upon  Mr.  George  Grey1 
as  qualified  for  that  trust, 

Agreed  that  he  be  accordingly  appointed,  and  that  we  direct  him  to 
provide  a  sufficient  number  of  harcarrahs,  and  use  his  utmost  endeavors 
to  get  the  best  and  earliest  intelligence  from  the  s'ward  to  be  constantly 
communicated  to  us  by  the  quickest  conveyance,  to  keep  up  a  regular  cor- 
respondence with  Colonel  Forde  and  the  Commanding  Officer  for  the  time 
being,  and  punctually  transmit  us  whatever  intelligence  he  can  learn  con- 
cerning them  ;  to  be  particularly  careful  to  behave  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
give  no  offence  to  the  Country  Government,  and  to  take  every  opportunity 
of  convincing  them  that  we  have  no  more  conquests  in  view,  our  sole  desire 
being  to  live  in  good  harmony  with  them,  and  to  be  permitted  to  carry  on 
such  trade  with  them  as  cannot  fail  of  being  a  mutual  advantage  to  both 
parties. 

Agreed  also  that  we  write  to  the  Select  Committee  at  Fort  St.  George 
and  to  Admiral  Pocock,  and  advise  them  of  our  foregoing  resolutions,  and 
that  we  are  in  hopes  this  division  of  our  Forces,  added  to  our  reasons  of  the 
10th  instant,  will  be  a  further  inducement  for  the  Admiral  to  prefer  bringing 
the  Squadron  here,  in  preference  to  carrying  it  elsewhere. 

1  Letter  from  George  Grey  on  Pub.  Proceedings,  18th  January,  1759  "intimating 
that  our  late  success  in  the  Decan  renders  his  stay  at  Cuttack  unnecessary  and  that  he 
shall  return  as  soon  as  possible."     (I.  K.  D.  No.  1040). 


FORT  WILLIAM,  the  12th  September  1758. 
At  a  Committee  present  : 

The  Hon'ble  Robert  Olive,  Esq.,  President. 

Wm.  Watts,  Esq. 

i 
Col.  Forde. 

Ohas.  Manningham,  Esq. 

Richard  Becher,  Esq. 

The  Committee  taking  into  consideration  the  advantages  and  disad- 
vantages that  may  arise  to  the  Hon'ble  Company's  affairs  from  the  Expedi- 
tion to  the  ('oast. 

The    President's  The  President's  reason  for  the  Expeditions  taking  place  are  that  by  the 

reasons  for  the  last  advices  from  the  Coast,  Mr.  Pocock  had  beat  the  French  Squadron, 
Expedition tak-  and  was  now  superior  to  them  at  sea.  By  the  advices  by  the  ffardwick, 
ing  place  im-  ne  has  reason  to  believe  that  the  Admiral  is  'ere  this  reinforced  by  the 
mediately.  expected  ships  from  Europe,  and  that  by  a  snow  which  left  Mauritius, 
the  5th  July,  he  understands  there  was  no  ship  there  except  the  Centaur, 
which  remained  for  want  of  men  :  from  whence  he  concludes  it 
impracticable  for  the  French  to  have  a  reinforcement  this  season.  Under 
these  circumstances  he  does  not  see  the  least  probability  that  the  French 
will  venture  their  Squadron  to  the  Bay  ;  and,  should  they  attempt  it,  he 
thinks  if  they  are  followed  by  our  Force,  which  is  superior,  they  must  be 
inevitably  destroyed.  He  is  further  of  opinion  that  they  cannot  take  any 
large  quantity  of  forces  on  board  without  its  being  known  to  our  Squadron  ; 
and,  from  our  connection  with  the  Country  Government,  and  the  forces  we 
have  here,  they  cannot  think  of  making  an  attempt  on  us,  without  a  force 
by  land  as  well  as  by  sea.  That  the  removal  of  the  French  from  their 
interest  in  Golconda  appears  to  be  what  the  Company  have  very  much  at 
heart,  as  well  from  their  sending  him  out  particularly  upon  that  Expedi- 
tion .  .  in  their  letter  to  the  Select  Committee  of  Fort  St.  George,  per 
Hardwick,  that  such  an  opportunity  now  offers,  as  will  appear  from  the 
Country  Correspondence  and  a  letter  to  him  from  Mr.  Bristow,  dated  the 
29th  July.  That  he  is  of  opinion  while  Monsr.  Bussy  keeps  up  his  interest  in 
Golconda,  the  Company's  affairs  in  Bengal  are  always  in  dangers  by  the 
efforts  that  may  be  made  from  thence.  That  the  distresses  of  the  French 
at  Pondicherry  for  want  of  money  and  provisions  are  very  great ;  and,  if 
their  resources  from  Bengali  can  be  cut  off,  he  thinks  it  will  conduce  as 
much  as  anything  to  their  total  ruin  ;  and,  therefore,  embracing  this 
opportunity  of  striking  a  blow  in  the  Decan  Country  may  be  the  means 
of  defeating  any  intentions  they  may  have  this  way,  and  that  by  deferring 
this  Expedition  we  give  our  enemy  an  opportunity  of  getting  intelligence, 
and  thereby  totally  frustrating  our  intentions  ;  and  should  there  be  a 
necessity  of  recalling  our  troops,  he  is  certain  they  can  return  overland. 

M     M      .    ,      ,  Mr.    Manningham    observes    that    when    we    entered    on    the    present 

reasons  for  pro-  Expedition,   it  was   hoped  the  ships   would  be   ready  to  leave  the  river  by 

tracting  the  Ex- the  13th  of  this   month.     In    that   interval  we    presumed    likewise   to  have 

pedition.  heard  from  the  Coast  of  the  arrival  of  the  expected  supplies,  and  learn  from 

Mr.    Pocock    the   winter   destination    of    the    Squadron.     Hitherto   we    are 
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disappointed  of  advices,  and,  as  the  season  is  now  so  far  advanced,  we  must 

expect  the  Monsoon  will  soon  break   on  the  approaching  new  or  full  moon, 

■which  he  thinks  will  expose  the  shipping,  etc.,  to  evident  risque  before  the 

Troops  can   be   disembarked  at   Vizagapatam.     He  is,   therefore,   obliged  to 

be  of  opinion  for  protracting  the  Expedition  till  the  Monsoon  has  broke,  nor 

can  he  esteem  it  otherwise  than  necessary  before  the  departure  of  this  Force 

to  obtain  advices  from  the   Coast  which  may  better  enable  us  to  judge  of 

the  state  of  both  Settlements. 

The  Country  Cap-  jn  consequence  of  Mr.  Manningham's  minute,  we  called  in  the  Country 

tain's  called  in  Qap^ainSj  an(j  asked  their  sentiments  concerning  the  risque  to  the  Company's 

and  asked    eir  gnjpg  being  dispatched  at  this  season  of  the  year,   when  Captains   Barton, 

Wedderburn,   Harriott,    and    Holme   gave    it   their   opinion  that  there  was 

little   or   no   risque,    most   of  them   having   wintered   the    Monsoon   out  at 

Vizagapatam. 

Mr.  Becher's  opi-  Mr.  Becher  is  of  opinion  the  Expedition  should  be   deferred,  and  desires 

ni°n'  to  deliver  in  his  reasons  in  writing. 

Messrs.  Watts  and  Messrs.  Watts  and  Forde  are  of  the  same  sentiments  with  Colonel  Clive. 

Forde — t  heir 
Sentiments. 
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At  a  Committee  present  : 

The  Hon'ble  Robert  Clive,  Esq.,  President. 

W.  Watts,  Esq. 

Col.  Forde. 

Chas.  Manningham,  Esq. 

Richard  Becher,  Esq. 

Mr.  Amyatt's  The  ....  J  14th  we  reed  the  two  following  letters  from  Mr.    Amyatt1 

Letter.  at  Patna. 

Hon'ble  Sir  and  Sirs, 

Shitabroy2  yesterday  informed  me  as  certain  news  that  Abdallah3  the 
great  Pytan,  died  at  Cabul  of  the  plague  or  some  other  epidemick  disorder 
and  great  part  of  his  army  and  his  son  marched  off  in  a  very  ruinoas  con- 
dition. The  King  and  the  Vizier  have  taken  the  field,  and  marched  that 
way  to  secure  matters,  as  their  grand  enemy  is  now  no  more  ;  and  also  to 
endeavor,  by  fair  or  forceable  means,  to  get  the  King's  son  back  to  Dilly,4 
or  likely  he  will  be  the  cause  of  great  troubles  and  confusion  shortly. 

I  have  great  reason  to  suspect  the  Capuchin  Padres  of  interfering  in 
politicks  to  our  prejudice.  The  Bentier  Raja5  supplied  Monsr.  Law  with 
10,000  Rs.  My  proof  was  so  convincing  that  they  could  not  deny  it,  but 
said  they  had  no  further  hand  in  it  than  advising  the  Rajah  to  take 
a  bond  from  Monsr.  Law  in  the  Company's  name  and  not  in  his  own,  and  that 
Law  sent  an  officer  there  to  receive  it.  The  Company's  Gomastah  there 
writes  me  the  Padre  is  security  for  the  money,  and  that  he,  and  the  Dutch 
Gomastah,  also  takes  great  freedom  of  speech  against  the  English,  which 
prevents  his  giving  us  possession  of  the  petre  there  which  is  our  Hon'ble 
Master's,  and  this  advance  of  money  keeps  them  somewhat  in  awe,  tho'  of  a 
long  standing  he  has  had  a  friendship  for  us,  and  I  believe  a  letter  from  the 
Governor  would  have  great  weight  with  the  Rajah.  I  am  convinced  the 
Dutch  intend  letting  the  petre  remain  there,  until!  their  Fleet  arrives  from 
Bengali,  and  then  endeavor  to  bring  it  away  by  force,  or  else  let  it  stay 
there  entirely.  I  am  to  request  your  Honor's  etc's  Orders  in  case  of  force 
used  by  the  Dutch,  and  Ramnarain's  not  protecting  the  Farm  or  not,  being 
able  to  do  it.  There's  four  or  five  thousand  maunds,  and  their  getting 
possession  of  it  has  entirely  proceeded  from  Mr.  Peark's  joining  with  them, 
and  the  intrigues  of  their  Vacquel  who  was  his,  and  obtaining  a  joint 
perwannah  from  Ramnarain  which  overset  Vazeed's.  For  the  Dutch  sent 
to  Bentier  soon  after,  and  with  presents  gained  the  Rajah,  but  all  this  was 
in  the  year  65  which  is  included  in  our  Sunnud  as  also  a  deal  of  petre  the 

1   Peter  Amyatt  murdered  near  Murshidabad  on  a   mission  to  the  Nawab  Mir  Qasim 
Khan  in  1764.     See  Firminger :  Diaries  of  ]£&\  Surgeons  of  Paina. 
a  Raja  Shitab  Kay.  ft***. 

3  

*  Delhi. 

*  ?  Bettiah. 
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Dutch  and  others  carried  down  the  latter  end  of  the  season.  I  expect 
Ramnarain  in  the  City  in  five  or  six  days  more.  He  has  sent  orders  to  his 
brother  to  pay  the  ballance  of  the  tuncas1.  1  suppose  he  will  demand  the 
20,000  Md.  of  petre.  We  shall  have  collected  between  sixty  and  seventy 
thousand  Md.  of  petre  for  the  year  65,  which  is  finished.  We  had  but  a 
very  few  months  of  that  year  ;  therefore,  if  the  20,000  Md.  is  given,  it's 
not  for  that  year  of  our  Farm,  but  to  commence  from  the  day  we  reed  the 
Sunnud. 

Hon'ble  Sir  and  Sirs, 

A  letter  of  17  days'  old  which  Shitabroy  shewed  me  last  night  and  th° 
particulars  of  the  news  he  also  wrote  to  the  Govr.  mentioned  the  King'8 
son  had  got  to  Borrah,  the  residence  of  numbers  of  Siades2,  military  men, 
who  espouses  his  cause  and  the  Rohillas  agree  to  join  also  ;  so  that  he  is 
very  formidable  now.  The  King  and  Vizier  are  about  getting  Sugemun's 
Son  (the  Jauts)  with  a  body  of  force  to  join  them,  to  subdue  them  before 
they  gather  further  strength  and  prevent  ill  consequences  that  may  otherwise 
happen.  Vizier  proposes  coming  towards  Bengali  after  the  rains,  if  he  gets 
clear  of  these  disturbances  soon.  Husband  hookums3  and  perwannahs  are 
writing  out  from  the  King  and  Vizier  to  the  Govr.  which  may  be  expected 
daily.  Shetabroy  says  if  the  King's  Son's  party  is  not  quelled,  he  may 
likely  come  this  way.  He  is  very  impatient  about  answers  to  my  dispatches 
of  the  3rd  ultimo  that  went  by  boat,  which  I  hope  arrived  safe. 

Mr.  Amyatt  wrote  Agreed,  we  write  Mr.  Amyatt  that  we  have  no  notion  of  the  Dutch 

to.  using  force  ;  but,  if  they  should,  he  must  repell  them  by  force  and  prevail 

on  Ramnarain  to  join  him. 
Letter  from  the  The  President  lays  before  us  a  letter  from  the    Dutch  Viscaul4  desiring 

Dutch  Viscaul.     to  know  why  we  detain  the  Captain  of  his  ship,  and  prevent  her  passing  by 
the  Fort. 
The  P.  and  C.  of  Agreed,  that  we   address  the  President  and   Council   of  Chinsura  and 

Chinsura  wrote  advise  them  that  we,  having  reason  to  suspect  that  a  French  correspondence 
to.  -was  carried  on,  and  that  their  letters  were  on  board  a  Dutch  ship,  we  directed 

Captain  Barton  to  stop  the  Capt.  and  examine   him,  who  found  several  letters 
from    the  French,  particularly   one   giving   an  account   of  our   Expedition 
which  induced  us  to  stop  her,  but  she  shall  have  our  leave   to   proceed  as 
soon  as  our  ships  are  gone. 
Mr.  Becher's  Let-  Mr.    Becher  delivers  in  the  following  letter  setting   forth  his  reasons 

ter.  for  the  Expedition  being  deferred. 

Hon'ble  Sir  and  Sirs, 

As  I  can't  help  thinking  it  would  be  prudent  to  defer  the  intended 
Expedition,  at  least  till  after  the  full  moon  in  October,  I  beg  leave  to  offer 
the  reasons  that  have  induced  me  to  be  of  that  opinion.  When  it  was  first 
proposed,  it  appeared  to  me  that  it  ought  not  to  be  undertaken,  unless  we 
ree'd  further  advices  that  would  better  warrant  leaving  this  valuable  Settle- 
ment in  such  a  defenceless  situation,  as  it  must  be  in  with  not  200  European 

1  Tankhwahs. 

»  Sayyad8. 

s  Haebu-1-hukm  lit.  "  according  to  command." 

4  Fiscal.  O. 
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Military  left  capable  of  duty.     I  readily  concur  with  the  President's  opinion 
that  routing    the  French    from    the   Golconda   Country  would   be   rendering 
our  Employers  a  very  material  service,  and  even  add  greatly  to  the  security 
of  our   possessions  in   Bengali,   therefore  certainly   an  object   we    ought    to 
have  in  view  and  undertake,  when  it  can   be  done  with  a  reasonable  prospect 
of  success  and  security  to  the    Company's  property  in    Bengali.     I  can  see 
no   material    reason  against  deferring  the  Expedition.     The   only  one  I  have 
heard  of  is  that  it  will  give  our  Enemy  time  to  prepare,  and  probably  destroy 
the   Rajah   in    whom   our   dependence  is  for  assistance.     If  Monsr.  Bussy  is 
marched  with  his  army  to  the  Coromandel  Coast,  (as  we  have  reason  to  believe 
from  the  advices  reed  from  the  Commee  at  Madras,)  he  can't  well  return  in 
time  to  prevent  the  execution  of  our  scheme,  even  tho'  it  should  be  delayed  till 
November  ;  and,  if  he  is  still  in  the  Golconda  country,  there  is  already  time 
enough  elapsed  since  the  Expedition  has  been  on  foot  for  him  to  have  received 
intelligence  of  it,  and,  of  course,  to  make  any  preparations  he  thinks  proper, 
as  I  am  certain  that  the  stores,  troops,  etc.,  can't  be  all  landed  at  Vizagapatam 
in    less    than    one    month    from    this    time,    allowing    the    greatest    dispatch 
imaginableito  be  used.     The  advantages  that  will  acrue  from  the  detention, 
and   the  inconveniences  that  will    be  avoided,   1   think  must    be   obvious  to 
every  one.     However,  i  shall  take  the  liberty   to  point  out  what  appears  to 
me  the  most  material,  and  leave  them  to  the  consideration  of  the  Committee. 
We  shall  in  all  probability  hear  from  England  and   be  at  a  certainty  as  to 
what  forces  we  may  expect  within   the  season,  also   whether  the   French  are 
sending  out  any   further  forces.     We  may  also  expect  to  receive  intelligence 
from  the   Coromandel    Coast  of  our  ships  of  war,  China  Ships  and  forces 
that  we  know  are  coming,  and  be  informed  whether  Mr.   Pocock  with  his 
Squadron  will  come  here   when  the  season   obliges  him  to  leave  the  Coro- 
mandel Coast,   or  whether  he   proceeds   to  Bombay.     We  shall  have  time  to 
receive  further  news  from  Mr.   Bristow  and  the  Rajah.     As  to  the  latter  it  at 
present  seems  uncertain   whether   he  is  in   being,   or  if   he  is  able  to  lend  us 
the    assistance    we    expect.     The    danger    of  the    Monsoon    will    be  avoided 
which  certainly  is  great  at  this  season,   as  the  ships  must  lay  close  in  shore 
in  order   to  use   dispatch    in  landing  their  men,  stores,  etc  ;  and,   should  a 
gale  of  wind  come  on  and,  drive  the  ships   ashore,   every  soul   must  perish. 
The  late  advices  from  Coss,  is  another  strong  reason,  in  my  opinion,  why  we 
should  keep  our  forces  here  ;   till  we  see  what  turn  the  dispute   between  the 
Nabob  and  his  forces  takes.     Should  it  end  in  his  ruin,  our  own  will  proba- 
bly follow,   when  we  have   no  force  to   make  ourselves  formidable  to  who- 
soever may   get  the   Government.     I  am  sorry   to  observe  how  very  slow 
the    payment   of  the    tuncas  go   on    at    present.     That   they    will  be    much 
slower   if  not  an  entire  stop  put  to   them,    when  our  forces  are  gone,  I  think 
must  be  evident  to  any  man  that  has  had  experience  of  this  Country  Govern- 
ment.    Tho'   I  think  many    more  objections   might   be  made,   I   shall   only 
mention  one — the  danger  of  the  French  Squadron,  or  part  of  them,  being   at 
Massulipatam  or   Vizagapatam.     I  think  it  probable  they  may  call  there  for 
provisions,  etc.,  before  they  proceed  to  the  Islands.     How  fatal  such  an  event 
would  prove,  needs  no  explanation. 

1  Qasimbazar. 


FORT  WILLIAM,  the  21st  September  1758. 
At  a  Committee  present  : 
Tbe  Hon'ble  Robert  Clive,  Esq.,  President. 
Wm.  Watts,  Esq. 
Col.  Force. 

Chas.  Manningham,  Esq. 
Richard  Beoher,  Esq. 

Col.  Forde  with  the  troops  being  in  readiness  to  embark. 
4,000  Mohurs  and  Agreed  that  four   thousand   gold   mohurs  and   eight   thousand  Arcott 

20,000  A.  Ks.  Rupees   be   chested  and   seniTon   board  the  ships  llchester,    Worcester,  and 
shipd  on  llches-  £]ardwic £   an(J  the  risque  be  equally  divided  on  those  ships. 
ter,  Worcester,  • 

and  Hardwicl:.  Agreed,  we  give  the  following  instructions  to  Col.  Forde  which  with  the 

other  necessary  papers  are  now  signed. 

Mr.     Wm.     Mc-  Ordered   Mr.   William   McGuire  to  dispatch   three   ships  and  get  the 

Guire    ordered  \){\\$  0f  ladintr  for  the  Treasure  and   stores   sent  on   each,  signed,  and  that  he 

to        dispatch  (jQ  i}kewjse   gefc  tne  bills  of  lading  signed  for  the   rice  and  the  stores  laden 

p  *       on  the   Thames,  and  that  he  consign  the  same  to  the  President  &  Co.  of 

Fort  St.  George. 

Ordered  the  Captains  of  the  Europe  Ships  to  follow  the  orders  of 
Col.  Forde  for  their  future  proceedings. 

To  Col.  Francis  Forde.1 
Sir, 

As  we  have  strong  reason  to  believe  that  Monsr.  Bussy  is  considerably 
involved  in  troubles  in  the  Province  of  Golconda,  and  the  Rajah  Gudgee 
Puttee  Rauge  Bahadur  having  made  the  most  earnest  and  repeated  solicita- 
tions for  our  assistance,  we  look  upon  this  as  a  favorable  opportunity,  not 
only  of  establishing  the  Company  in  their  Settlement  of  Vizagapatam  and 
others  on  that  Coast,  but  also  of  wholly  driving  the  French  from  that 
Country.     We  have,  therefore,  thought  it  necessary  to  send  into  those  parts 

a  force  consisting  of Europeans  and Seapoys,  and   have 

appointed  to  you  to  the  command  thereof. 

These  forces  we  have  caused  to  be  embarked  on  board  the  Company's 
Ship  Hardwick,  llchester*  and  Worcester,  two  of  the  Company's  sloops,  and 
the  Thames,  a  country  ship,  which  we  have  taken  for  that  purpose. 

You  are,  therefore,  to  proceed  all  with  this  command  to  Vizagapatam, 
where  you  will  in  all  probability  meet  with  the  Rajah  Gudgee  Puttee  Rauge, 
with  whom  you  are  to  concert  a  plan  of  operations  for  the  more  effectual 
destruction  of  our  enemies  in  that  country.  This  has  been  for  a  long  time 
a  grand  object  of  the  Company's  attention,  and  we  repose  the  greatest 
confidence  in  your  zeal  and  abilities  that  you  will  leave  nothing  unattempted 
to  bring  it  to  a  happy  issue. 

As  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  great  disgust  which  has  been  conceived 
against  the  French  has   proceeded  from    the  unjust  and  oppressive  measures 

1  See  Broome,  Op.  Cit.  p.  2111. 
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pursued  by  that  nation,  such  as  making  conquests,  enlarging  their  territories, 
and  exacting  the  most  unreasonable  demands,  we  recommend  it  to  you  to 
persue  the  quite  a  different  plan,  and  take  every  opportunity  of  convincing 
the  leading  men  in  the  country  that  we  have  no  views  of  the  like  kind,  and 
that  we  desire  no  other  lands  in  possession  than  such  as  have  been  already 
granted  us  by  the  Mogul's  phirmaund,  and  that  our  only  motive  for  under- 
taking this  Expedition  is  in  order  to  assist  them  in  expelling  theirs  and  our 
own  enemies. 

Such  being  our  motive,  we  think  it  reasonable  that  the  Rajah  should 
defray  the  whole  expence  of  the  Expedition,  which  we  desire  you  will  insist 
upon,  and,  in  case  he  should  be  unable  to  furnish  immediately  the  necessary 
sum,  you  will  require  of  him  to  make  over  to  us  the  revenues  of  such  lands 
as  will  soonest  reimburse  us,  till  such  time  as  we  are  repaid. 

The  Company's  expences  are,  and  have  been,  very  great,  and  so  much 
beyond  what  a  trading  body  of  people  can  be  supposed  able  to  bear,  that  we 
recommend  to  you  the  strictest  frugality,  whenever  it  can  be  adhered  to 
without  detriment  to  the  service,  and  endangering  the  success  of  [the] 
present  Expedition. 

Conformable  to  our  Hon'ble  Masters'  commands  therein  refer'd  to, 
no  batty,  or  extra  allowance  should  be  given  to  the  troops  in  any  of  their 
garrisons  ;  but,  if  the  situation  of  affairs  on  your  first  going  into  garrison 
may  require  some  indulgence,  we  trust  that  entirely  to  your  direction.  You 
will,  therefere,  be  careful,  to  see  this  order  of  our  Hon'ble  Masters  punctually 
observed  in  all  cases,  except  of  absolute  necessity. 

The  Company  having  intimated  to  us  that  a  share  of  what  captures  may 
be  made  from  the  enemy  should  be  allowed  to  them  on  account  of  the  extra 
expences,  they  are  at  we  direct  that  one  moiety  of  whatever  may  be  taken 
during  the  course  of  this  expedition  be  deposited,  till  such  time  as  their  pleasure 
is  further  known  ;  and  we  appoint  yourself  together  with  the  Commissary  and 
Paymaster  for  the  time  being  to  be  the  Company's  Agents  in  that  behalf  ; 
but  as  for  what  publick  stores  may  be  taken,  we  desire  you  will  pay  strict 
attention  to  the  18th  and  J  9th  Article  of  the  11th  Section  of  the  Articles  of  War. 

It  has  been  customary  to  diet  the  Non-Oommissioned  Officers  and 
soldiers  in  the  field  instead  of  paying  them  batta,  and  this  has  always  been 
done  by  contract.  The  last  contract  was  4  four  annas  a  day  for  each  man. 
If  you  can  contract  for  a  less  price,  consistent  with  the  Company's  interest, 
we  make  no  doubt  of  your  doing  so. 

We  have  appointed  Mr.  John  Johnstone1  to  be  Paymaster  of  the  Forces 
employed  on  the  Expedition  and  Mr.  Wm.  McGuire  Commissary,  who  are  to 
act  according  to  your  orders. 

The  taking  of  Masulipatam  being  an  affair  we  have  greatly  at  heart, 
from  a  persuasion  that  the  reduction  of  that  place  would  be  a  great  step 
gained  towards  extirpating  the  French  wholly  from  Golconda,  we  earnestly 
request  of  you  to  have  that  point  principally  in  view,  and  to  undertake  the 
same  out  of  hand,  if  there  be  the  least  prospect  of  your  being  able  to  effect 
it.  We  think  this  scheme  the  more  feasible,  as,  from  the  accounts  we  have 
received,  we  conclude  that  Monsr.  Bussy,  is  both  at  too  great  a  distance,  and 
too  much  embarassed  to  afford  the  place  any  assistance  :  but,  should  it  so 
happen  that  he  may  march   to  its  relief,   we  would  in  such  case  advise  you 

1   See  Note  :  Midtiapur  District  Records,  p.  10. 
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to  go  out  in  conjunction  with  the  Rajah's  people,  and  offer  him  battle,  if 
there  be  the  least  probability  of  success,  as  a  victory  over  him  will  com- 
pleately  overset  the  French,  and  put  the  finishing  stroke  to  their  affairs  in 
those  parts. 

The  better  to  effect  this  plan,  the  Captains  of  the  several  vessels 
employed  on  the  Expedition  have  our  directions  to  put  themselves  entirely 
under  your  orders.  The  Hardwick  yon  have  our  permission  to  detain  till 
you  hear  from  us,  but  the  Ilchester  and  the  Worcester  are  to  be  sent  back 
immediately,  unless  you  should  have  occasion  for  them  for  the  prosecution 
of  your  design  against  Masulipatam,  in  which  case  you  are  at  liberty  to  keep 
them  with  you  till  the  middle  of  November,  bat  no  longer  on  what  account 
soever.  The  Thames  and  the  two  Company's  sloops  you  will  keep  and 
dispose  of  in  whatever  manner  you  shall  judge  most  beneficial  for  the 
service.  Should  we  succeed  in  our  attempts  upon  Masulipatam,  you  will 
possess  yourself  in  the  Company's  name  of  the  island  of  Dilly  adjacent 
thereto,  for  which  we  have  a  Husbub  Hookum1  under  the  seal  of  the  Grand 
Vizier,  a  copy  of  the  Translate  whereof  we  herewith  send  you,  as  also  of 
the  Husbub  Hookum  confirming  to  us  the  Mogul's  grant  of  Vizagapatam 
and  some  adjacent  villages. 

We  deliver  you  herewith  a  copy  of  the  Company's  small  cypher  with 
directions  for  the  use  thereof,  whereby  you  may  correspond  with  the  three 
Presidencies,  and  we  strongly  recommend  it  to  you  the  sending  as  well  to  us, 
as  Fort  St.  George,  the  earliest  and  spediest  intelligence  of  all  material 
transactions. 

You  will  receive  from  the  President  and  Council  a  warrant  authorising 
you  to  appoint  Court  Martials  and  persons  to  officiate  therein  as  Judge 
Advocate  with  power  to  approve  or  disapprove  sentences,  and  cause  the  same 
to  be  remitted,  mitigated,  or  put  into  execution  at  your  direction. 

Being  well  convinced  of  the  immense  consequence  which  our  posses- 
sions in  Bengal  are  at  present  to  the  Company,  we  cannot  think  of  entrusting 
the  large  force  employed  on  the  present  expedition  beyond  the  limits  of  our 
own  authority.  We,  therefore,  lay  you  under  the  strictest  injunction  to 
obey  only  such  orders  as  you  shall  receive  from  this  Presidency  ;  and  should 
the  necessity  of  our  affairs  in  these  parts  oblige  us  to  recall  you,  with  the 
wW>le  or  part  of  the  troops,  you  are  immediately  to  comply  therewith,  let 
the  situation  of  affairs  in  Golconda  be  what  they  will  ;  or,  should  yourself 
receive  such  advices  from  the  Coast  as  give  you  sufficient  room  to  apprehend 
the  Enemies'  Squadron  and  Land  Forces  are  on  their  way  hither,  you  will 
in  such  case  return  to  us  with  the  utmost  expedition  with  the  whole  of  the 
troops  under  your  command  ;  and  you  are  also  to  return  provided  on  your 
arrival  at  Vizagapatam  the  Rajah  is  dead,  or  in  case  you  should  receive  such 
intelligence  in  the  way  from  Mr.  Scott  as  will  render  the  expedition  too 
dangerous  to  be  attempted  ;  and,  upon  supposition  that  you  are  necessitated 
to  return  a  long  passage  may  reasonably  be  expected,  we  then  recommend 
to  you  the  bringing  the  Europeans  with  as  many  Seapoys  of  this  Establish- 
ment as  can  be  well  accomodated  with  provisions,  returning  the  rest  without 
their  arms  to  Madras. 

The  military  stores  embarked  for  the  service  of  the  expedition,  according 
to  the  enclosed  lists,  are  under  the  charge  of  the  respective  officers,  who  are 

1  Ha8bu-hukm. 
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accountable  to  you.  You  will  give  them  orders  to  be  particularly  careful 
that  none  are  lost  or  damaged,  and  cause  very  exact  monthly  accounts  to 
be  delivered  you  of  the  receipts  and  issues. 

On  the  ships  ffardwick,  Ilchester,  and  Worcester,  we  have  laden  gold 
mohurs  4,000  and  A.  Rs.  80,000,  as  per  invoice,  and  bills  of  lading  herewith 
given  you  :  out  of.  this  money  you  are  to  make  such  issues  to  the  Paymaster 
as  you  shall  see  necessary  ;  and,  in  case  you  should  have  occasion  for  a 
further  supply,  you  are  to  apply  to  the  President  &  Co.  of  Fort  St.  George  ; 
and,  if  they  should  not  be  able  to  furnish  you,  you  have  liberty  to  draw  on 
us. 

You  are  to  cause  general  muster  to  be  made  monthly  by  the  Com- 
missary of  all  the  forces,  lascars,  artiGcers,  cooleys  and  others  in  the  Com- 
pany's service.  We  desire  you  will  be  present  at  these  musters  as  often  as 
your  business  will  permit ;  and,  when  you  cannot  be  present  yourself,  depute 
such  persons  as  you  shall  think  proper.  These  musters  should  be  taken  as 
near  as  possible  to  the  end  of  every  month,  because  they  are  to  be  a  guide  to 
the  Paymaster  for  his  issues  of  pay,  and  the  Commissary  is  to  transmit  copies 
to  us  by  the  most  secure  opportunities  that  offer. 

We  deliver  you  herewith  two  letters  :  one  from  the  President  to  Nizam 
Ally  which  you  are  to  forward  him  at  such  time  as  you  shall  judge  most 
proper,  and  the  other  to  Rajah  Gudgee  Puttee  which  you  will  deliver  him 
yourself,  and  enclosed  you  will  receive  translates  thereof  for  your  perusal. 

We  deliver  you  likewise  a  copy  attested  by  the  Cauzee  of  Delhi  of 
the  Mogul's  phirmaund  to  the  Company  for  the  possession  of  the  several 
Settlements  and  a  book  containing  a  translation,  not  only  of  the  phirmaund, 
but  all  the  orders  sent  from  Delhi  at  the  same  time  to  the  officers  of  the 
several  Subahs  enjoining  them  to  put  the  Company  in  possession  and  permit 
them  to  enjoy  the  priviledges  granted  by  the  said  phirmaund.  By  this  book 
you  will  be  particularly  informed  what  the  Company  have  a  right  to  pretend 
to  in  the  Decan, — which  may  be  of  great  assistance  to  you  in  your  negocia- 
tions.  And  for  the  spedier  forwarding  of  advices,  we  recommend  the 
posting  Tappy  peons  at  the  proper  stages  between  the  place  you  will  be  at 
and  Cuttack. 


FORT  WILLIAM,  the  5th  October  1758. 

At  a  Committee  present  : 

The  Hon'ble  Robert  Olive,  Esq.,  President. 

W.  Watts,  Esq. 

Ohas.  Manningham,  Esq. 

We  this  morning  reed  the  following   letter  from  the  Select  Committee 
of  Fort  St.  George  with  a  duplicate  of  their  address  of  the  20th  August. 

Gentlemen, 

Letter  from  the  We  have  the   pleasure  to  inform  vou  of  the  arrival  here  on   tbe   14th 

Mad?  °f  inst  °f  the  0omPany's  ShiP  Pitt  from  England.     She  sailed  the  6th   March 

in  Company  with  his  Majesty's  Ships  Grafton  and  Sunderland  and  six  more 
Indiamen,  with  all  which  she  parted  oft  Madeira,  being  ordered  to  make  the 
best  of  her  way.  At  Madagascar  she  was  joined  by  the  London  and  Warren 
who  sailed  from  England  about  the  20th  April.  On  board  of  these  several 
ships  are  embarked  a  battalion  of  King's  troops,  commanded  by  Lt.  Col. 
Draper,  consisting  of  nine  hundred  rank  and  file,  but  the  Pitt  being  sickly 
burried  about  250  soldiers.  This  ship  was  going  into  St.  Jago,  but  saw 
three  ships  in  the  harbour  which  she  took  to  be  French,  and  therefore  stood 
off.  We  suppose  them  to  be  the  three  ships  the  French  reported  they 
expect,  viz.,  the  V  Orient  of  eighty  guns,  the  Eagle  of  74,  and  Expedition 
Frigate,  which  last  arrived  at  Mauritius  the  10th  July,  as  we  are  informed 
by  a  snow,  which  sailed  from  thence  next  day  with  a  packet  and  was  taken 
the  latter  end  of  August  by  our  Squadron  off  Carrical.  The  packet  was 
destroyed,  but  Mr.  Pocock  has  intelligence  from  some  of  his  people. 

Was  the  Battalion  intended  for  this  Coast  all  safe  arrived,  the  Enemy, 
even  in  their  present  state,  would  far  out  number  us  ;  tho'  we  hope  it  would 
be  sufficient  to  put  this  Settlement  out  of  all  danger,  and  prevent  the  French 
from  undertaking  any  seige  of  consequence.  Their  present  design  seems  to 
be  against  Arcott. 

The  French  Fleet  sailed  from  Pondicherry  the  third  of  this  month. 
We  cannot  learn  their  destination  with  certainty,  but  we  judge  from  all 
circumstances  that  they  are  gone  to  the  Islands.  We  have  recommended  to 
Admiral  Pocock  to  remain  as  long  as  possible  to  the  Southward  to  intercept 
any  supplies,  which  may  be  intended  to  combine,  to  Pondicherry  before 
the  Monsoon. 

We  omitted  in  our  former  letter  to  acquaint  you  that  our  Squadron 
in  their  way  up  the  Coast  fell  in  with  a  ship  under  French  colors,  who, 
finding  it  impossible  to  escape,  ran  ashore  ;  and  the  Admiral  sent  some  boat9, 
and  set  nre  to  her.  She  proved  to  be  the  Restitution  bound  from  Devecutah 
to  Pondicherry  with  grain.  This  has  not  prevented  our  continuing  to 
demand  satisfaction.  The  last  letter  wrote  Mr.  De  Leyrit  on  this  subject 
enclosed  a  copy  of  a  paper  delivered  us  by  Captain  Brogden,  being  a  declara- 
tion signed  by  all  the  French  Gentlemen  on  board,  when  they  took  away  the 
ship   that  they  did  not  pretend  to  any  right  to  detain  her. 

In  answer  to  this  letter,  Mr.  De  Leyrit  writes  that  Mr.  Lally  has 
resolved  to  defer  the  determination  of  that  affair  until  judgment  has  passed 
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in   Europe  concerning  the  French  Ships  carried  into  England   before  the 
Declaration  of  War. 

We  are, 
Fort  St.  George.  M. 


19th  September  1758. 


Gentlemen, 

Letter  from  the  The  last  letter  we  had  the  honor  to  write  you,   dated  the  11th  instant, 

Select  Com.  of  mentioned  the  advice  we   then  had  of  an   accomodation   concluded  between 
Madras.  tjje  King  of    lanjour  and  the   French  and  the  expectations  we   were  in  of 

having  Trichinopoly  beseiged.  We  have  now  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  you 
that  affairs  have  since  taken  a  happier  turn.  The  fresh  demands  Mr.  Lally 
continually  made  upon  the  King,  his  insulting  treatment  of  some  of  the 
Tanjour  officers  and  finally  the  arrival  of  some  assistance  and  promises  of 
more  from  Trichonopoly  determined  the  King  to  depend  no  longer  on  the 
friendship  of  the  French.  Accordingly  hostilities  were  renewed  the  1st  of 
this  month.1  The  French  erected  two  batteries  against  the  Fort  of  Tanjour, 
and  had  nearly  made  [  ?  a  breach],  when  a  general  sally  was  made  by  the 
Tanjour  Horse  and  Seapoys,  some  Europeans,  and  a  thousand  seapoys  from 
Trichinopoly,  and  a  multitude  of  Poligar  peons  and  Colories.2  Of  the 
Trichinopoly  seapoys  ninety-five  were  killed  and  wounded  ;  of  the  Tanjour 
Horse  Seapoys  and  peons  proportionately.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  we  cannot 
learn  with  certainty,  but  the  consequences  of  this  action  was  their  retreating 
the  same  night  towards  Carrical,  leaving  behind  them  most  of  their  cannon 
mortars,  ammunition,  etc.  The  Tanjorians,  on  notice  of  their  march,  persued 
them,  and  in  the  road  killed  and  took  several  prisoners,  and  some  more  of 
their  heavy  stores.  The  body  of  the  French  made  their  way  to  Trivalore  a 
strong  Pagoda  about  15  miles  West  from  INegatapam  :  and  by  our  last 
letter  dated  the  l4tb,  they  then  continued  there,  so  that  we  are  uncertain 
what  measure  they  intend  to  take — whether  they  will  continue  the  war  with 
Tanjour  or  return  to  Pondicherry.  To  prevent  any  assistance  going  from 
thence  to  their  army  at  Trivalore,  as  well  as  to  keep  up  the  King  of  Tan  jour's 
spirits,  we  have  sent  our  Colonel  Lawrence  with  a  strong  detachment  from 
this  Garrison.  If  the  French  from  Trivalore  return  to  this  side,  he  is  to 
march  back  to  Madrass,  and  we  shall  then  expect  incursions  to  be  made  in 
our  neighbourhood  to  prevent  our  collecting  any  rents  or  receiving  supplies 
from  the  country.  Should  you  be  able  to  assist  us,  as  we  have  before  desired, 
and  any  succors  arrive  from  England,  we  might  hope  with  the  help  of  the 
Marine  from  the  Squadron  to  give  some  opposition  to  the  enemy's  design, 
as  their  loss  in  the  expedition  to  the  Southward,  by  sickness  and  action,  must  be 
prelty  considerable.  Since  writing  thus  far,  we  are  informed  that  Mons. 
Lally  with  the  French  Army  from  Carrical  set  out  for  Pondicherry  the  23rd. 
Col.  Lawrence  is  therefore  returning  with  our  troops  to  Madras.  Admiral 
Pocock  continues  with  the  Squadron  of  Carrical,  and  the  French  Squadron 
in  Pondicherry  Road. 

We  are,  v 


1  Orine.     Vol.  II.  pp.  323  et  Beq. 

3  Tamil  Kallar^/iir  lit.  "thieves."     A  non-Aryan  race  inhabiting  part  of  the  country 
east  of  Madura. 


FORT  WILLIAM,  the  23rd  October  1758. 

At  a  Committee  present : 

The  Hon'ble  Robert  Clive,  Esq.,  President. 
Ohas.  Manningham,  Esq. 

Rec'd  and  read  the  following  letter  from  the  Committee  of  Bombay. 

The  Committee  of  Agreed  that  we  address  them   and  advise  them  of  the   expedition  to 

Bombay  wrote  Decan  .  that  the  piu  arrived  at  Madras  the  14th  September  ;  that  she  left 
England  with  the  Grafton  and  Sunderland  men-of-war  and  the  Chinamen, 
on  board  of  which  are  a  thousand  of  the  King's  troops  ;  that  they  went  into 
Madeira,  and  the  Pitt  proceeded  to  Madagascar;  that  tho  day  before  she 
left  that  place  the  London  and  the  Warren  imported,  who  left  England  the 
17th  April  ;  that  by  them  we  learn  that  the  Diligence  Schooner  arrived  safe 
in  England  the  14th  February  ;  that  the  Nabob  has  done  us  the  honour  of  a 
visit  in  Calcutta,  and  that  all  affairs  with  the  County  Government  go  on  well. 

Letter    from    the  HONBLE   SlR  AND   SlRS, 

Bombav  ^e  emDrace   this  opportunity  of  forwarding  tho  duplicate  of  our  last 

advices,  and  have  only  to  add  that  the  Revenge  and  Drake  ketch  returned 
from  Gombroon  the  latter  end  of  July  without  being  able  to  meet  the 
Bristol,  as  she  was  not  to  leave  the  Gulph  as  soon  as  we  expected. 

We  "are, 


Bombay  Castle, 
17*A  August  1758. 


FORT  William,  the  7th  November  1758. 

At  a  Committee  present : 

The  Hon'ble  Robert  Clive,  Esq.,  President. 
Wm.  Watts,  Esq. 
Richard  Becher,  Esq. 

Letter  from  Mr.  We  this  day  rec'd  the  following  letter  in  cypher  from  Mr.  Johnstone  at 

Johnstone.  Vizagapatam,  dated  2nd  October,  by  wch  we  have  the  pleasure  to  learn  that 
our  expedition  to  Golconda  is  likely  to  be  attended  with  success  ;  that  there 
is  a  prospect  of  procuring  an  investment  for  the  Company. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Rec'd  likewise  a  letter  from  Mr.   Amyatt,   Chief  of  Patna,   enclosing 

Amyatt.  copy  of  two  letters  from  Mr.  Laws  to  Coja  Ashroff  and  Meer  Abgrull, 

Agreed  we  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  his  letter  and  recommend  to  him 
to  continue  to  forward  us  all  the  intelligence  he  can  collect  of  what  passes 
where  he  is  situated  and  in  the  neighbouring  provinces. 

Honble  Sir  and  Sirs, 

Mr.    Johnstone's  This   day  the   Company's    Merchants   appeared    before    me.     They  are 

Letter.  ready  to    carry  on    the  business   as    formerly,    and   would   have  taken  some 

money  in  advance,  but  wait  to  see  our  forces  arrive  before  they  will  contract 
for  any  large  quantity  to  begin  now.  By  January  they  say  the  [y]  could 
furnish  only  200  bales,  two  of  the  Headmen  having  already  engaged  for 
1,001  to  the  Dutch.  To  encourage  them,  1  have  ventured  to  give  them 
3,000  Rs.,  and  they  have  promised  to  go  on  in  providing  200  bales. 
The  weather  these  fourteen  days  past  has  been  very  bad,  and  strong 
Southerly  winds  still  prevent  the  arrival  of  our  ships,  The  Gudgee  Puttee 
Rajah  is  encamped  at  Cassimcot.  Conflans  with  the  body  of  his  army 
continues  on  the  South  side  of  Rajabindry  River.  Juggaput  Rajah  of 
Nillaron  are  with  a  Syllies.  If  prisoners  go  up,  he  is  said  to  be  encamped 
with  a  large  party  close  on  this  side  the  passes  Rajabindry  Fort,  and  com- 
mands the  passage  of  this  River,  which  will  be  a  very  great  obstacle  in  our 
way  by  land  and  entirely  unforeseen  ;  and  the  want  of  Colies,  Crew,  and  pro- 
visions are  difficulties  to  be  expected,  should  we  land  directly  at  Masulipa- 
tam.  They  have  been  expecting  us  these  20  days,  and  have  been  fortifying 
and  enlisting  seapoys,  laying  stores  of  wood  and  water  brought  from  wells 
a  good  way  distant  from  the  town.  This  I  have  from  a  Moors1  Supra-Cargo, 
who  left  it  eight  days  ago  and   has   been  these  5  months  there.     Monavin2 

carried  60  Europeans  and  300  Seapoys  from How  many  Bussy  took 

from  the  Army  is  uncertain.  He  reckons  Europeans,  Topasses,  Seapoys,  etc. 
Company's  Servants  in  all  about  100  :  says  many  Blacks  have  left  the  place  ; 
that  they  daily  report  our  troops  are  arrived.  About  25  days  ago,  a  large 
French  Europe  Ship  from  Mergu  arrived  there,  and  put  them  all  into  the 
greatest  confusion  imagining  her  English.  She  landed  40  soldiers  and  some 
ammunition,  and  20  Invalids,  50  cows,  100  sheep  ;  and  sailed  for  Pondicherry 
12  days  ago.  She  bought  a  Dutch  ship  bound  for  Bengal,  having  found  on 
board  three  very  necessary  articles — money,  powder,  and  balls.  They  are 
repairing  at  Nareapour  3  Brigantines,  one  an  English  prize  taken  by  the 
other  two  coming  from  Pondicherry  about  a   month  since.     The   Rajah  is 

1  Muhammedan.  -   Moracin. 
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very  uneasy  that  our  forces  are  not  yet  arrived.  One  of  his  Tnmmars 
entrusted  with  an  advanced  post  is  gone  off  over  to  the  enemy.  He  now 
informs  me  he  has  certain  advice  that  a  party  with  Artillery  are  actually 
come  over  to  Rajabindram  Fort,  and  that  they  are  making  great  preparations 
on  the  other  side  against  our  arrival.  We  ought  to  wish  they  might  advance 
there,  for  it  might  shorten  our  work  greatly,  and  it  is  very  likely  that 
Conflans  will  push  tojattack  him  before  we  join  him,  and  while  the  odds  are  on 
his  side.  By  a  vessel  arrived  here  which  left  Negapatam  27  days  ago.  We 
learn  that  our  Admiral  was  still  cruizing  there  with  9  sail.  The  French 
Fleet  thus—. 


[Here  the  Volume  ends.] 
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